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AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE

An American Quarter Horse possesses acceptable pedigree, color and mark-
ings, and has been issued a registration certificate by the American Quarter
Horse Association. This horse has been bred and developed to have a kind
and willing disposition, well-balanced conformation and agile speed. The
American Quarter Horse is the world’s most versatile breed and is suited for
avariety of purposes - from working cattle on ranches to international reining
competition. There is an American Quarter Horse for every purpose.

AQHA MISSION STATEMENT
To record and preserve the pedigrees of the American Quarter Horse,
while maintaining the integrity of the breed and welfare of its horses.
To provide beneficial services for its members that enhance and
encourage American Quarter Horse ownership and participation.
To develop diverse educational programs, material and curriculum
that will position AQHA as the leading resource organization in the
equine industry.
To generate growth of AQHA membership via the marketing, promo-
tion, advertising and publicity of the American Quarter Horse.
To ensure the American Quarter Horse is treated humanely, with
dignity, respect and compassion, at all times.

FOREWORD

The American Quarter Horse Association was organized in 1940 to collect,
record and preserve the pedigrees of American Quarter Horses. AQHA also
serves as an information center for its members and the general public on
matters pertaining to shows, races and projects designed to improve the
breed and aid the industry, including seeking beneficial legislation for its
breeders and all horse owners. AQHA also works to promote horse owner-
ship and to grow markets for American Quarter Horses.

Shows, races and performance events give breeders and exhibitors
opportunities to compete for awards and prize money, providing
opportunities for breeders to continually strive to improve the breed.

AQHA also publishes The American Quarter Horse Journal, the
Quarter-Racing Journal, and America’s Horse, which highlight infor-
mation about horses, horsemen, shows, sales, racing and histories of
all-time great horses, and the men and women who bred them, along
with ways for breeders, trainers, exhibitors and trail riders to improve
their business operations, horsemanship and enjoyment of the horse.

American Quarter Horses continue to be the world’s most versatile
breed of horse because of their abilities to excel in so many different
arenas and because of the continued commitment of American Quar-
ter Horse breeders, directors and staff to providing outstanding pro-
grams and services — at the lowest possible fees - of any equine
breed registry or membership organization.

THIS RULEBOOK SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS EDITIONS.
THE RULES PUBLISHED HEREIN ARE EFFECTIVE JANUARY |, 2020 UNLESS OTHERWISE
SPECIFIED AT THE TIME OF THEIR ENACTMENT. THESE RULES REMAIN IN EFFECT
EXCEPT AS SUPERSEDED BY RULE CHANGES ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AS PUBLISHED ON AQHA'S WEBSITE AT WWW.AQHA.COM.
REFER TO AQHA'S WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UPDATED VERSION OF THE RULES. DIFFER-
ENCES BETWEEN RULES PUBLISHED ON AQHA'S WEBSITE AND THIS HANDBOOK SHALL
BE GOVERNED BY THE OFFICIAL RULES PUBLISHED ON AQHA'S WEBSITE.

EVERY ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE TO INDICATE RULE CHANGES/MODIFICATIONS BY
BOLD LETTERING/UNDERLINING. PLEASE READ RULES APPLICABLE TO YOUR ACTIVI-
TIES IN THEIR ENTIRETY AS CHANGES/MODIFICATIONS MAY HAVE OCCURRED AS
COMPARED TO LAST PUBLISHED EDITION.
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POLICY STATEMENT

“THE WELFARE OF THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE”
AQHA is the world’s largest breed registry and equine recreational
organization, with more than 5 million American Quarter Horses reg-
istered worldwide and AQHA membership in excess of 265,000.
AQHA international headquarters in Amarillo, Texas, issues and main-
tains the pedigrees and registration records of all American Quarter
Horses, and oversees various programs and incentives - including
races, shows, recreational activities and supporting sponsorships -
that promote America’s oldest distinct breed of horse. AQHA provides
beneficial services for its members that enhance and encourage
American Quarter Horse ownership and participation, and strives to
generate growth of AQHA membership via the marketing, promotion,
advertising and publicity of the American Quarter Horse. Further-
more, AQHA actively protects the welfare and integrity of American
Quarter Horses, as evidenced by the following Statement of Position:

AQHA STATEMENT OF POSITION

The American Quarter Horse Association’s mission is to record and pre-

serve pedigrees of American Quarter Horses, while maintaining the

integrity of the breed. Further, AQHA encourages American Quarter

Horse ownership and participation. AQHA actively protects the American

Quarter Horse by establishing and strictly enforcing rules that govern

every AQHA-approved event in order to reflect the natural ability of the

horse. To that end, AQHA is committed to the following beliefs:

» Every American Quarter Horse, all other horses and all animals, shall, at all
times, be treated humanely and with dignity, respect and compassion.

e Stringent rules established and enforced by AQHA demand that
American Quarter Horse breeders, owners, trainers and exhibitors
are continually responsible for the well-being and humane treat-
ment of any American Quarter Horse entrusted to their care. Such
rules include, but are not limited to, compliance of all medication
policies and prohibited training practices, prohibited surgical pro-
cedure, prohibited chemical administration, or prohibited devices
that could affect a horse’s performance or alter the horse’s natural
conformation.

e Above all, the American Quarter Horse’s welfare is paramount to
other considerations, and the continual development of procedures
that ensure humane treatment of the breed and of all other horses
and all animals involved with AQHA events, and fair competition
supersede all other concerns.

AQHA’S DISCLAIMER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR SAFETY
AQHA does not assume responsibility for safety of participants at the
shows or other events it sanctions and responsibility for participant
safety remains solely with show management. Show management
applies for AQHA approval on a voluntary basis, agreeing to conduct
the show according to AQHA rules, which are designed to promote
fair competition. Assumption of responsibility for safety by show
management is required by AQHA as an express condition to grant
the designation “AQHA-approved show.” AQHA’s limited objective is to
require, by rule enforcement, a “level playing field” of competition in
order that performance of exhibitor and horse can be judged uni-
formly by competent judges; horses are identified by registration
certificate; and horses perform or are exhibited free of prohibited
substances that could affect their performance. Safety is a concern
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of everyone, but AQHA does not assume responsibility for it. AQHA’s
limited purpose for sanctioning a show is to promote fair competition.

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES
The AQHA Executive Committee is the forum within AQHA that, ini-
tially or ultimately, hears or reviews evidence of alleged violations of
rules and regulations by members and/or participants in AQHA-
approved events. A member may be disciplined, suspended, fined
and/or expelled from AQHA, and any nonmember participant may be
denied any or all AQHA privileges.

AQHA rules pertaining to prohibition of drugs, surgical alteration or
any inhumane treatment of the horse provide for absolute responsibil-
ity for a horse’s condition by an exhibitor, trainer, participant and/or
the owner, thereby making the exhibitor, participant and/or the owner
eligible for possible disciplinary action upon proof of the presence of
such prohibited drug by laboratory analysis, existence of surgical
alteration or any inhumane treatment of the horse.

ENHANCEMENT OF PENALTY

AQHA reserves the right to independently direct disciplinary action or
sanction against individuals coming under its jurisdiction by partici-
pation in AQHA-approved shows, contests, race meets or other
events. The AQHA Executive Committee may enhance or initiate sus-
pension, fine and/or otherwise penalize offenders of AQHA rules and
regulations, and/or those of other jurisdictions; and include owners or
lessees who have placed the care and custody of their horses to such
offenders.

SPECIFIC AQHA RULES AND POLICIES TO PROMOTE
THE WELFARE OF THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE

Racing
AQHA expresses concern for the health and welfare of the racing
athlete through rules and through financial support of worthy indus-
try initiatives. These include support of a racing surface research
project, support of the industry’s Racing Medication and Testing
Consortium and national movements through Racing Commissioners
International for uniform medication rules.

AQHA has adopted the following rules limiting the participation of
two-year-olds as referenced in RAC30I.5.

To further increase incentives for racing older horses, AQHA imple-
mented the Bank of America Quarter Horse Racing Challenge, a
regional racing program with bonus awards. The Challenge’s goal is to
increase racing opportunities for older horses. In the Challenge, 83
percent of the purse monies of the races offered are for older horses.

AQHA and the AQHA Racing Council and Committee will continue
to seek ways and opportunities to ensure the welfare of the racing
American Quarter Horse. The AQHA Racing Council and Committee
ensures that rules and policies regarding the welfare of racing Ameri-
can Quarter Horses are continually revised and updated as directed
by the AQHA Statement of Position.

Shows
Shows sanctioned as approved events by AQHA are regulated by
some of the most strict rules enforced within the equine industry and
designed to ensure that the safety and welfare of American Quarter
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Horses competing in approved events are not jeopardized. A number
of rules in this Official Handbook are a testament to the fulfillment of
these aims and purposes.

AQHA's stance on unsportsmanlike conduct and/or inhumane
treatment of a horse is addressed in VIOLATIONS.

Policy on Controlled Substances and Tail Alteration: AQHA’s poli-
cies concerning the administration of controlled substances (drugs)
are well-documented as being among the most stringent in the equine
industry. AQHA began drug testing at AQHA-approved shows in 1973
and was among the first, if not the first, equine breed association to
do so. AQHA performs random testing throughout the year. AQHA’s
policy concerning the administration of controlled substances is out-
lined in VIOLATIONS. Additionally, AQHA has funded research in an
effort to determine techniques for evaluation of altered tails in horses,
the results of which were presented to equine veterinarians from the
United States in October 1992 at a seminar at Colorado State Univer-
sity entitled, “Techniques for Evaluation of Normal and Altered Tail
Function in the Equine Utilizing Physical Examinations and Electrodi-
agnostics.” Some of these same techniques are still utilized by AQHA
in random testing at the three World Championship Shows.

AQHA spends more than $I million annually to test for evidence of
controlled substances and/or tail alteration in horses competing in
AQHA-approved events. Beginning in 1993, American Quarter Horses
competing in non AQHA-approved events also became subject to test-
ing for controlled substances and evidence of tail alteration.

AQHA’s Executive Committee has taken action - including investi-
gation, prosecution, suspension of privileges and/or fines being levied
- on all cases where substantial evidence existed of violations of
AQHA’s controlled substances and tail alteration rules. In 2005, AQHA
shows in the United States began collecting a per horse drug testing
fee to enhance AQHA’s ability to enforce its controlled substance
policy.

Humane Treatment

The welfare of American Quarter Horses exhibited in AQHA-
approved show events is safeguarded in comprehensive rules
throughout this Rulebook that provide for their well-being. AQHA’s
Executive Committee has taken action - including investigation, pros-
ecution, suspension of privileges and/or fines being levied - on all
cases where substantial evidence existed of violations of AQHA's
animal welfare rules.

Bits and Equipment

To enhance the humane standards to which American Quarter
Horses are subjected for competition and training, uniform guidelines
regarding bits and equipment are outlined in VIOLATIONS.

In western classes, horses 5 years old and younger may be shown
in a snaffle bit, hackamore, curb bit, half-breed or spade bit. Horses 6
years old and older may only be shown in a curb bit, half-breed or
spade bit. Chin straps are required and must meet the approval of the
judge, must be at least one-half inch in width, and must lie flat against
the jaw of the horse.

Prohibited equipment in western classes include jerklines, tie-
downs with bare metal in contact with the horse’s head, cavesson or
noseband and tack collars. Prohibited equipment in English classes
includes draw reins and roweled spurs. Standing or running martin-
gales are also prohibited except in working hunter, jumping and equi-
tation over fences.
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Prohibited equipment at all AQHA shows includes lip chains, belly
bands and riding in a curb bit without a curb strap, wire, curb strap
with tacks/rivets or solid metal curb straps no matter how padded,
wire cavessons, wire or cable tie-downs, bumper bits, metal bosals no
matter how padded, metal lounging hackamore, chambons, headstalls
made of metal (even if encased in a protective material), twisted
rawhide, or rope (3/8 inch rope may be used with a slip (gag) or a
bonnet), running martingale used with curb bits used without rein
stops, side reins (direct rein from bit to cinch or surcingle), draw reins
attached between or around the front legs.

In roping, speed events, team penning and ranch sorting, western-
type equipment must be used. Use of rawhide or mechanical hacka-
mores, or other types of bridles is the choice of the contestant.

In halter, the use of safety leads will not be allowed for weanlings
shown in any halter class, any horse shown in a performance halter
class or any horse shown in a ranch horse conformation class.

Lameness and Movement

American Quarter Horses are easily identified by their unique confor-
mation that allows the breed to be versatile in a variety of athletic endeav-
ors. The evaluation of lameness is a major factor in judging American
Quarter Horses competing in conformation and performance events and
is subsequently stressed in AQHA's Judges Conferences, conducted
throughout the year and designed to educate AQHA’s approved judges.

Lameness and movement are further emphasized in the judging of
classes at AQHA-approved shows.

The condition and conformation of the horse also is considered. At the
discretion of the judge, a horse may be penalized or eliminated from a
class “if the horse appears sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, drawn or
overly tired.”

Cattle Classes

In AQHA classes that involve the use of cattle, AQHA strives to safe-
guard the welfare of the cattle, as well as the welfare of both the horses
and riders competing in the class. All AQHA-approved shows are
encouraged to have a veterinarian on call and are encouraged to pro-
vide proper equipment and medication should accidental injury occur.
In both cutting and team penning, an optimum number of cattle are
prescribed for the class, and the cattle may not be worked more than
once within a go-round. Cattle used in the working cow horse class may
only be used once within a go-round. Cattle used in roping events may
not be used in other classes. In all heading and heeling classes, cattle
shall be protected by horn wraps. The use of a hotshot to move cattle
should only be used when the safety of the cattle is at risk.

Additional rules in this Rulebook outline specific guidelines within
each class regarding proper care and handling of cattle. At the judge’s
discretion, contestants may be penalized or disqualified.

Speed Events

During the course of a speed event, including barrel racing, pole
bending and stake race, contestants may utilize a riding crop to
enhance the horse’s natural ability to race. However, in all speed
events, the judge, at his discretion, “may disqualify a contestant for
excessive use of a bat, crop, whip or rope in front of the cinch.”

AQHA and its Animal Welfare Commission will continue to seek
ways and opportunities to ensure the welfare of the American Quarter
Horses exhibited in AQHA-approved events. The Animal Welfare Com-
mission strives to ensure that rules and policies regarding the welfare
of American Quarter Horses exhibited in AQHA-approved events are
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continually revised and updated as directed by the AQHA Statement
of Position.

EQUINE RESEARCH

AQHA’s Equine Research Committee was established as a means of
funding equine research at colleges and universities in an effort to
better diagnose, manage and prevent diseases not only in American
Quarter Horses, but in all horses. The Equine Research Committee
annually allocates more than $300,000 in support of a diverse range
of research projects related to the health, welfare and utility of the
horse, and of importance to the horse owner and horse industry.
Funding decisions are based on the project’s scientific merit, clinical
application and/or potential benefit to the horse and horse industry.
Breakthroughs include the prevention, treatment and management of
colic; metabolic pathways, genetic inheritance modes, diagnostics
and preventive measures for various genetic diseases; pathology and
prevention of equine pulmonary disorders; reproductive pathology
and disease prevention; as well as other advancements for a wide
range of diseases have been accomplished via AQHA's Equine
Research Committee.

Research findings are published by AQHA in The American Quarter
Horse Journal so that AQHA members, owners, breeders, trainers and
other participants in the industry may make knowledgeable decisions
regarding the health and welfare of all horses.

EDUCATION

Since beginning publication of The American Quarter Horse Journal
in 1948, AQHA has made an ongoing commitment to educate owners
concerning the health, safety, nutritional, sanitation and shelter
needs of American Quarter Horses. The American Quarter Horse
Journal and America’s Horse, AQHA's official member publication,
provide comprehensive editorial coverage designed to educate and
inform horse owners on proper feeding, health care and training mat-
ters concerning American Quarter Horses.

AQHA also has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars in producing
brochures and other educational materials on such topics as tips on
purchasing a horse and equine health. AQHA has produced dozens of
educational videos, in cooperation with horse industry experts, that
cover humane and correct training techniques for AQHA-approved
events. Through more than 30 years on network and online television,
AQHA has featured horse health care segments on many episodes in
cooperation with expert veterinarians.

AQHA, through its affiliation with trusted manufacturers and Cor-
porate Partners, provides greater accessibility of quality health, nutri-
tion, handling and tack products to its members.

SUMMARY

The American Quarter Horse Association works to ensure not only the
integrity and welfare of American Quarter Horses, but also the integ-
rity and welfare of the entire horse industry. AQHA continually revises
its policies concerning animal welfare via the Public Policy Commit-
tee, Alliance Partners and its Animal Welfare Commission. Through
these avenues, as well as industry leadership, advisory groups and
councils, the American Quarter Horse Association is able to expand
upon its proven efforts to safeguard the welfare of American Quarter
Horses as outlined by the AQHA Statement of Position.
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Corporation Bylaws
American Quarter Horse Association

ARTICLE |

Title, Objects, Location, Corporate Seal
Section 1. Title: This Association shall be known as the AMERICAN
QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION (“AQHA”) and shall at all times be
operated and conducted as a non-profit association in accordance
with the laws of the State of Texas, providing for such organizations
and by which it shall acquire all such rights as granted to associations
of this kind.
Section 2. Objects: The purpose of AQHA shall be to collect,
record and preserve the pedigrees of American Quarter Horses; to
maintain a Stud Book and registry to record the history, breeding,
exhibition, and racing of American Quarter Horses; and to stimulate
the publicity and improvement of this breed; together with all other
matters necessary or convenient to further the interests of the breed.
Section 3. Place of Business: The principal place of business
shall be Amarillo, Potter County, Texas, but its members or officers
may be residents of any state, country, province or region and busi-
ness may be carried on at any place convenient to such members or
officers, as may be participating.
Section 4. Corporate Seal: The seal of AQHA shall be in the
charge of the Executive Vice President and shall be in the form
impressed hereon immediately below.

ARTICLE 1l
Members

Section 1. Members of AQHA shall be admitted, retained and
expelled in accordance with such rules and regulations as the Board
of Directors may, from time to time, adopt. In all matters governed by
the vote of the members, each member in good standing who has been
a member for at least sixty (60) days per AQHA records shall be
entitled to one (1) vote.
Section 2. The annual meeting of the members shall be held at such
time and place as may be established by the Board of Directors for the
purpose of electing Directors and for the transaction of such other busi-
ness as may be brought before the meeting (“Annual Membership Meet-
ing”). Unless otherwise established by the Board of Directors, the Annual
Membership Meeting shall be held at AQHA's Annual Convention and
shall consist of two (2) sessions hereinafter referred to as the “Member-
ship General Meeting” and the “Membership Business Meeting”.
Section 3. Special Meetings of members may be held at such time
and place as may be designated in the notice, whenever called in writ-
ing by direction of the President with the advice and majority vote of
the Executive Committee or by a majority of the Board of Directors, or
by notice signed by not less than 20 percent of the members then in
good standing.
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Notice of each Special Meeting, indicating briefly the object or
objects thereof, shall be given in the same manner as provided with
respect to notice of Annual Membership Meetings.

Section 4. Prior notice to members of any Annual Membership
Meeting or Special Meeting of members may be given by written
notice to members sent at least thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled
meeting by: (1) separate written notice, (2) notice contained in a con-
spicuous place in a regularly published official membership communi-
cation (including, but not limited to America’s Horse and/or The
American Quarter Horse Journal, or (3) as otherwise allowed by the
law. Notice shall be deemed to be delivered when the separate written
notice or the membership communication containing such notice shall
be deposited in the United States mail, addressed to the member at
the current address as it appears on the records of AQHA, with post-
age pre-paid. If notice is delivered by means other than mail, such
notice shall be deemed delivered at the time such notice is published
or transmitted in a manner allowed by law.

Section 5. At any meeting of the members held in accordance with
the foregoing provisions as to notice, the members attending such
meeting shall constitute a quorum for all purposes unless the repre-
sentation of a larger number should be required by law. To exercise
voting privileges, a member must be physically present at a meeting,
which privilege cannot be delegated by proxy. Membership shall have
the right to elect Elected Directors and propose modifications and
make recommendations to Board of Directors.

Section 6. Any officer of AQHA may call the meeting of the members
to order and may act as chairman of such meeting, precedence being
given as follows: President, First Vice President, Second Vice Presi-
dent, Executive Vice President and the Treasurer. In the absence of all
such officers, members present may elect a chairman.

The Executive Vice President of AQHA shall act as secretary of all
meetings of the members, but in his absence, the Directors may
appoint any person to act as secretary of the meeting.

Section 7. Whenever in these Bylaws the term member or members
shall be used, unless otherwise specified, it shall mean a member or
members in good standing having the right to vote.

ARTICLE Il
Directors

Section 1. The business and property of AQHA shall be managed and
controlled by the Board of Directors and an Executive Committee
hereinafter created and empowered.

The Board of Directors shall be comprised of members of annually
Elected Directors, Past AQHA Presidents, Directors Emeritus, Direc-
tors-at-Large, Honorary Vice Presidents, International District Direc-
tors and Appointed International Directors.

Elected Directors, Past AQHA Presidents, Directors Emeritus,
Directors-at-Large, Honorary Vice Presidents and International Dis-
trict Directors shall have the privilege of attending all Board of Direc-
tors meetings, taking part in discussion and voting, unless otherwise
specified herein. Appointed International Directors shall not have
voting privileges but may attend all Board of Directors meetings and
take part in discussion.

It is a privilege, not a right to serve on the Board of Directors.
Throughout his/her tenure, a Director must (1) remain an AQHA mem-
ber in good standing, (2) adhere to AQHA rules and regulations per-
taining to membership conduct, (3) conduct themselves in an exem-
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plary manner such as to favorably reflect on the Board of Directors
and AQHA, and (4) refrain from conduct that is detrimental to the
interest of AQHA, its programs, policies, objectives and harmonious
relationship of its members. A Director’s conduct is subject to con-
tinual review, and a Director’s service on the Board of Directors may
be terminated or rejected by the Board of Directors with or without
notice and formal hearing. If a Director’s service on the Board of

Directors is terminated by the Board of Directors, or if a resignation in

lieu of such termination is accepted, such Director shall be ineligible

to be nominated to serve as a Director for a minimum of seven (7)

years from the date of their termination or resignation.

(a) Elected Directors. (1) The number of Elected Director(s) that
may represent a Representative District shall be determined by an
Annual Allocation formula which is based on the number of active
AQHA numbered and appendix horses (“Active Horse Population”)
within such a Representative District as of September 30 of the
preceding year.

(2) In accordance with the Annual Allocation formula, the number of
Elected Directors will be frozen permanently at 150, with a tolerance
of two percent (2%) to allow for mathematical variances. (Elected
Director Number”).

(3) The term “Horse Population Factor” shall mean the total Active
Horse Population in the world divided by the Elected Director Num-
ber. For example, if, for a particular year, the total Active Horse
Population in the world on September 30th is 3,000,000 and the
Elected Director Number is 150, the Horse Population Factor would
be 20,000 (3,000,000 divided by 150).

(4) A Representative District is entitled to be represented by Elected
Director(s) who are annually nominated and elected as provided
herein.

(5) Each U.S. state, Canadian province or international country hav-
ing a major portion of the Horse Population Factor shall constitute
a Representative District.

(6) By majority vote of the Executive Committee, where a U.S. state
or Canadian province has less than a major portion of the Horse
Population Factor, it may be grouped with one or more other U.S.
states or Canadian provinces to form a Representative District that
has at least a major portion of the Horse Population Factor.

(7) Alternatively and by majority vote of the Executive Committee, if a
U.S. state or Canadian province has less than a major portion of the
Horse Population Factor, it may be:

(i) grouped with one or more other U.S. states or Canadian prov-
inces to form a Representative District having at least 25% of the
Horse Population Factor; or

(i) allowed to stand alone to form a Representative District having
at least 25% of the Horse Population Factor.

(8) Where an international country has less than a major portion of
the Horse Population Factor but has at least 25% of the Horse
Population Factor, it shall constitute a Representative District.

(9) The Elected Director position gained as a result of the application
of subsections (a) (7) or (a)(8) above shall not be counted toward
the Elected Director Number referenced in (a)(2) above.

(10) A Representative District, after gaining its initial Elected Director,
shall be entitled to be represented by an additional Elected Director
when the Representative District reaches an Active Horse Popula-
tion equal to or greater than 1.5 times the Horse Population Factor.
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Thereafter, the Active Horse Population a Representative District
must have to gain additional Elected Directors is equal to the follow-
ing formula: ((Current number of Elected Directors plus .5) multi-
plied by the Horse Population Factor).

(I1) A Representative District shall not lose an Elected Director Posi-
tion unless, for three (3) consecutive years (“Grace Period”), its
Active Horse Population remains below the Active Horse Population
number otherwise required for the Representative District to main-
tain its current number of Elected Directors. During the three (3)
year Grace Period, the following shall apply:

(i) the Elected Director Position that would have otherwise been
lost due to a decline in Active Horse Population shall not be
counted towards the Elected Director Number; and

(i) vacancies created by elevations of Elected Directors shall
not be filled.

(12) Each Elected Director shall be domiciled in the Representative
District which he/she represents by actual residence therein, hav-
ing the intent to make it his/her permanent home. To be eligible for
election and to serve on the Board of Directors, an individual shall
have been a member in good standing of AQHA for three consecu-
tive and uninterrupted years immediately previous to nomination.
Elected Directors shall serve for a period of one year and until the
general election of Elected Directors at the next Membership Busi-
ness Meeting.

(13) The Nominations and Credentials Committee shall meet before
the Membership Business Meeting to give members or representa-
tives from state, country, provincial or regional organizations an
opportunity to present credentials of individuals for nomination and
election to the Board as Elected Directors.

(14) In order for the Nominations and Credentials Committee to con-
sider a nomination of an individual, written credentials must be
received by the office of the Executive Vice President on or before
February | of the year that such credentials are to be reviewed by
the Nominations and Credentials Committee. Such filing deadline
may be extended by the Executive Committee upon finding of
extraordinary circumstances.

(15) In addition to other relevant matters concerning the individual
under consideration, the Nominations and Credentials Committee
will evaluate candidates according to criteria established by the
Executive Committee.

(16) At the Membership Business Meeting, the Chairman of the
Nominations and Credentials Committee will present the Nomina-
tions and Credentials Committee’s slate of nominations for Elected
Directors, and thereafter, nominations from the floor will be received
by the President. To be eligible for nomination for Elected Director
from the floor at the Membership Business Meeting, an individual’s
membership credentials must have previously been presented to
the Nomination and Credentials Committee as set forth above.
Nominations received from the floor will be received only in opposi-
tion to a particular individual, and not in opposition to the total slate
for a particular state, country, province or region. At the close of
nominations, the President will conduct the election.

(b) Past Presidents. All Past Presidents of AQHA shall have life-
time tenure on the Board of Directors;

(c) Directors Emeritus. The Board of Directors shall contain a
category of Director Emeritus, in recognition of the individual who

10 © 2020 AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION



has, in the past, served AQHA faithfully as an Elected Director,
International District Director or Appointed International Director,
which category shall be designated with lifetime tenure, on the fol-
lowing basis: The individual who has reached the age of 65 years,
having served ten (I0) cumulative years as an Elected Director,
International District Director or Appointed International Director.
Upon reaching his/her 65th birthday, he/she will continue as an
Elected Director, International District Director or Appointed Inter-
national Director until the next Annual Membership Meeting,
whereupon he/she will automatically be elevated to Director Emeri-
tus, thereby creating a vacancy to be filled by either the (1) election
of an Elected Director or International District Director in his/her
Representative District or International District subject to the
Annual Allocation or (2) the appointment of an Appointed Interna-
tional Director subject to Article Ill Section I(f). Directors Emeritus
are not required to serve on an AQHA Standing Committee if they so
choose but still must meet General Board Meeting and New Board
meeting attendance requirements in subsection (g) below to retain
Board of Director voting privileges.

(d) Directors-at-Large. An individual who has served twelve (12)
cumulative terms as an Elected Director, International District
Director or Appointed International Director, at the expiration of the
twelfth term, shall automatically receive designation as “Director
at-Large,” and serve with lifetime tenure on the Board of Directors,
thereby, creating a vacancy to be filled by either the (I) election of
an Elected Director or International District Director in his/her Rep-
resentative District or International District subject to the Annual
Allocation or (2) appointment of an Appointed International Direc-
tor subject to Article Il Section I(f) Directors-at-Large are not
required to serve on an AQHA Standing Committee if they so choose
but still must meet General Board Meeting and New Board meeting
attendance requirements in subsection (g) below to retain Board of
Director voting privileges.

(e) Honorary Vice President. The Board of Directors shall con-
tain a category of Honorary Vice President in recognition of indi-
viduals who merit such honor by reason of distinguished service to
AQHA. All Honorary Vice Presidents of AQHA shall have lifetime
tenure on the Board of Directors.

The Nominations and Credentials Committee shall meet before
the Membership Business Meeting to give members or representa-
tives from state, country, provincial or regional organizations an
opportunity to present credentials of individuals for nomination and
election as an Honorary Vice President.

In order for the Nominations and Credentials Committee to con-
sider a nomination of an individual for Honorary Vice President,
written credentials shall be received by the office of the Executive
Vice President on or before January | of the year that such creden-
tials are to be reviewed by the Nominations and Credentials Com-
mittee. Such filing deadline may be extended by the Executive
Committee upon finding of extraordinary circumstances.

In addition to other relevant matters concerning the individual
under consideration, the Nominations and Credentials Committee
will evaluate Honorary Vice President candidate(s) according to
criteria established by the Executive Committee.

At the Membership Business Meeting, the Chairman of the Nomina-
tions and Credentials Committee will present the Nominations and
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Credentials Committee’s slate of nomination(s), if any, for Honorary
Vice President(s). Nomination(s) for Honorary Vice President(s) will
not be received from the floor. After presentation of the Nominations
and Credentials Committee’s slate of nomination(s) for Honorary Vice
President, the President will conduct the election.

(f) International Directors. Each officially recognized international
affiliate shall appoint one Appointed International Director. The current
president of the international affiliate shall certify in writing to AQHA's
Executive Vice President his/her board’s appointment to serve as the
Appointed International Director at least thirty (30) days prior to the
annual meeting of the Board of Directors. The president of the interna-
tional affiliate may however make changes to their appointment up to
seven (7) days prior to the annual meeting of the Board of Directors.
Appointed International Directors shall be in addition to an interna-
tional country’s Elected Director(s), if any, specified in Article Ill Sec-
tion I(a) above. Appointed International Directors shall be domiciled in
the country that his/her international affiliate represents by actual
residence therein, having the intent to make it his/her permanent home.
To be eligible to become an Appointed International Director, an indi-
vidual shall be a member in good standing of AQHA. Depending upon
which international affiliate an Appointed International Director repre-
sents, an Appointed International Director shall represent one of the
following International Districts: (I) Europe; (2) Mexico, South and
Central America; or (3) Australasia-Africa.

At the Annual Convention each International District shall
nominate and elect International District Director(s) to represent
and vote for their International District during the Board of Direc-
tors meetings. The number of International District Director(s) that
may represent an International District shall be determined by an
International Annual Allocation formula. The International Annual
Allocation formula is based on the number of active AQHA num-
bered and appendix horses as of September 30 of the preceding
year in the International District discounted to an extent by the
number of active AQHA numbered and appendix horses in Repre-
sentative District(s) within the International District as of Septem-
ber 30 of the preceding year. International District Directors shall
serve for a period of one year and until the general election of Direc-
tors at the next annual Membership Business Meeting.

International District Directors and Appointed International
Directors shall serve on the International Committee during their
term.

(g) Any Elected Director or International District Director who is
absent for two (2) consecutive times from the General Board Meet-
ing and New Board Meeting at AQHA’s Annual Convention is auto-
matically removed as a Director without further action, upon his/her
second absence, making available for his/her District a vacancy to
be filled by regular election of an individual who will represent that
District’s interests at AQHA’s Annual Convention and Board of
Directors meetings. Failure to attend either the General Board Meet-
ing or the New Board Meeting at an AQHA Annual Convention shall
be considered an absence. However, failure to attend both the Gen-
eral Board Meeting and the New Board Meeting at an AQHA Annual
Convention shall only be considered one (I) absence. Absences
shall be evidenced by roll call at both the General Board Meeting
and the New Board Meeting.

Any Director Emeritus, Director-At-Large or Honorary Vice Presi-
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dent who is absent for three (3) consecutive times from the General
Board Meeting and the New Board Meeting at AQHA’s Annual Con-
vention shall automatically lose their Board of Director voting privi-
lege without further action, upon his/her third absence. Failure to
attend either the General Board Meeting or the New Board Meeting at
an AQHA Annual Convention shall be considered an absence. How-
ever, failure to attend both the General Board Meeting and the New
Board Meeting at an AQHA Annual Convention shall only be consid-
ered one (I) absence. Absences shall be evidenced by roll call at both
the General Board Meeting and the New Board Meeting. Any Director
Emeritus, Director-At-Large or Honorary Vice President who loses
their voting privilege as a result of this provision shall nevertheless
have the privilege of attending all meetings of the Board of Directors
and take part in discussions. Any Director Emeritus, Director-At-
Large or Honorary Vice President who loses their voting privilege as
a result of this provision shall be placed on an honorary board list and
may request to have their voting privilege reinstated by requesting
such reinstatement to the Executive Committee.

(h) In accordance with AQHA’s mission statement, Elected Directors,
Appointed International Directors and International District Direc-
tors are expected to assist in the provision of beneficial services for
its members. These services should enhance and encourage Ameri-
can Quarter Horse ownership and participation through Director
availability and visibility to their respective state, province, country
and/or affiliate association. To establish and improve communica-
tions between AQHA and its members, Elected Directors, Appointed
International Directors and International District Directors shall,
during the term of his/her directorship, be a member in good stand-
ing of their respective state, province or international affiliate
association(s), failure of which shall be reviewed by the Nomination
and Credentials Committee. Furthermore, each Elected Director and
International District Director should be encouraged to submit a
yearly report on the status of the industry in their respective state,
province and/or country to aid AQHA in addressing and implement-
ing the needs for members.

(i) Al Directors in any of the aforementioned Director categories
agree to abide by AQHA policies and guidelines designed to assist
AQHA in complying with state, federal, or other applicable law.

(j) All Elected Directors and International Directors must timely sub-
mit their Year End Directors Survey and IRS Form 990 Board of
Directors Annual Reporting Questionnaire failing which they shall
be automatically removed from the Board. All Director Emeriti,
Directors-At-Large and Honorary Vice Presidents with voting privi-
leges must timely submit their Year End Directors Survey and IRS
Form 990 Board of Directors Annual Reporting Questionnaire fail-
ing which they shall automatically lose their voting privileges.

Section 2. In case of any vacancy in the Board of Directors by death,

resignation, disqualification, increase in number or other cause, the

President, with the advice and majority vote of the Executive Commit-

tee, may appoint a qualified successor to serve until the next general

election of Directors at the Membership Business Meeting.

Section 3. The annual meeting of the Board of Directors (“Annual

Board Meeting”) shall be held in conjunction with the Annual Mem-

bership Meeting. Unless otherwise established by the Board of Direc-

tors, the Annual Board Meeting shall consist of two (2) sessions
hereinafter referred to as the “General Board Meeting” and the “New
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Board Meeting”. The General Board Meeting shall be immediately fol-
lowing the Membership General Meeting. The New Board Meeting
shall be immediately following the Membership Business Meeting.
Notice of the Annual Board Meeting shall be given in the same manner
set forth in Article Il Section 2 above.

Section 4. Special Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held
whenever called by the President with the advice and majority vote of
the Executive Committee or by two-thirds of the voting Directors.

The Executive Vice President shall give notice of each Special
Meeting to each Director by mailing, telephoning, electronically com-
municating (or by any other means allowed by law) such notice at
least I5 days before the meeting, but such notice may be waived by
any Director. Unless otherwise indicated in the notice thereof, any and
all business may be transacted at a Special Meeting.

Any meeting at which every Director may be present, even though
without any notice, any business may be transacted.

Section 5. A majority of the number of Directors present shall consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of business, but if at any meeting of
the Board there may be less than a quorum present, a majority of those
present may adjourn the meeting from time to time until a quorum shall
be present. To exercise voting privileges, a Director must be physically
present at a meeting, which privilege cannot be delegated by proxy.
Section 6. At meetings of the Board of Directors, business shall be
transacted in such order as the Board of Directors may determine.
Section 7. At the New Board Meeting, the Board shall elect officers
of AQHA.

Section 8. Except as otherwise provided herein, the Bylaws and the
rules and regulations pertaining to the registration of horses shall be
subject to change only by the Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors shall have the power and authority to make,
amend, repeal and enforce such rules and regulations, not contrary to
law or the Certificate of Incorporation or these Bylaws, as they may
deem expedient concerning the conduct, management and activities
of AQHA, the admission, classification, qualification, suspension and
expulsion of members, removal of officers, the rules and regulations
governing the procedure of such suspension and expulsion and
removal, the fixing and collecting of dues and fees, regulations
regarding maintaining the stud book, registration, expenditures of
money, auditing of books and records, awarding of championships,
conducting of shows, contests, exhibitions, races, sales and social
functions, creation of committees and other details relating to the
general purposes of AQHA, all, however, subject to the right of the
membership to propose revisions or amendments and make recom-
mendations to the Board of Directors regarding such matters at any
regular or special meeting of the members, provided the notice
requirements set forth in this Rulebook have been met.

ARTICLE IV
Executive Committee

Section L. There is hereby created an Executive Committee consist-
ing of the President, First Vice President, Second Vice President and
two additional members elected by the membership of the Board of
Directors at the New Board Meeting, each for a term of one year and
until the selection and qualification of his successor.

Section 2. No officer or member of the Executive Committee may
serve on the Executive Committee in excess of five consecutive years.
Section 3. The President with the advice and majority vote of the
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Executive Committee may fill all vacancies in the Executive Committee

occurring between annual conventions of AQHA.

Section 4. The Executive Committee shall meet whenever and wher-

ever called by direction of the President or two members of the

Executive Committee acting jointly, of which meeting the Executive

Vice President shall give 10 days’ written notice, but such notice may

be waived by any member.

Section 5. The Executive Committee may act, without convening in

meeting, by written resolution signed by all members thereof and duly

entered in AQHA records. At all meetings of the Executive Committee,
three members shall constitute a quorum.

Section 6. All powers of the Board of Directors, except the power to

change any bylaws and any rules and regulations pertaining to regis-

tration of horses, be and are vested in the Executive Committee.

Section 7. All vacancies in the elective and appointed offices of

AQHA may be filled by the Executive Committee for the unexpired

term and those so appointed shall serve until the election and accep-

tance of their duly qualified successors.

Section 8. In order to be eligible to be nominated (or appointed in the

case of a vacancy) to serve on the Executive Committee, an individual

must, at the time of nomination (or appointment in case of a vacancy),
be one of the following: (a) an Elected Director with voting privileges
for three consecutive years immediately prior to nomination or
appointment; (b) a Director Emeritus, with voting privileges for three
consecutive years immediately prior to nomination or appointment;

(c) a Director-at-Large with voting privileges for three consecutive

years immediately prior to nomination or appointment; (d) an Interna-

tional District Director, with voting privileges for three consecutive
years immediately prior to nomination or appointment; () Honorary

Vice President so long as he/she served as a Director with voting privi-

leges for three years prior to being elected or elevated to Honorary Vice

President and has maintained his/her voting privileges for three

consecutive years immediately prior to nomination or appointment.

Section 9. (a) At the New Board Meeting of the annual convention,

the Board of Directors shall elect an Executive Committee consisting

of a President, First Vice President, Second Vice President and two
additional members.

(b) Prior to such election, a committee chaired by the newest Past
President and composed of Past Presidents registered with and
attending the annual convention shall present a slate of nomina-
tions for the Executive Committee positions described above to the
Board of Directors for its consideration and vote.

(c) After such slate has been presented to the Board of Directors, the
President will open the meeting for additional nominations, if any,
from the floor. Nominations received from the floor will be received
only in opposition to a particular individual, and not in opposition to
the total slate.

(d) In order for a candidate not currently on the Executive Committee
to be eligible to be nominated at the New Board Meeting by the com-
mittee of Past Presidents or nominated from the floor at such meet-
ing, the following requirements must be met:

(i) on or before November | of the year prior to the election, the
Executive Vice President must receive the candidate’s written
resume and a written nomination from a voting Director; and

(i) the candidate must have personally appeared for an interview
before the committee of Past Presidents at the annual conven-
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tion in the same year of the election.

(e) If there are fewer than 3 candidates that meet the requirements in
(d) (i) above, the Past Presidents may submit resume(s) and written
nomination(s) of additional candidate(s) which must be received by
the Executive Vice President on or before December I. Such candi-
dates shall also be eligible to be nominated at the New Board Meet-
ing by the committee of Past Presidents or nominated from the floor
at such meeting so long as such candidate(s) personally appeared
for an interview before the committee of Past Presidents at the
annual convention in the same year of the election.

(f) 30 days prior to the election, the Executive Vice President shall:

(i) forward to the Past Presidents the resumes and nominations
referenced in (d) (i) or (e) above; and

(i) provide notice to the Board of Directors regarding the candi-
dates meeting the requirements in (d)(i) or (e) above. Such
notice shall contain information regarding the candidates’
names, residences (city/state), and number of years of service
on the AQHA Board of Directors.

(g) The Past Presidents shall annually interview all of those candi-
dates who meet the requirement in (d) (i) or (e) above.

(h) At the close of nominations, the President will conduct the elec-
tion, either by voice vote, show of hands or secret ballot as a major-
ity of the Board of Directors directs.

(i) In the event an individual is nominated in opposition to and is
elected over a current Executive Committee member, the newly
elected individual will fill the lowest Executive Committee office
while current Executive Committee members, if re-elected, will
graduate to the next highest Executive Committee position.

ARTICLE YV
Elective Officers & Duties

Section 1. Officers: The officers of AQHA shall be the President,

First Vice President, Second Vice President and such other officers as

may be authorized from time to time by the Board of Directors, who

shall be elected by the Board of Directors. Such officers shall hold
office for the period of one year and until their successors are elected
and qualified. None of said officers may succeed themselves in office.

Section 2. President: The President shall be the chairperson of

the Board of Directors of AQHA and shall preside at all meetings of the

Board of Directors. The President shall see that the bylaws, rules and

regulations of AQHA are enforced, and shall perform all other duties

that may be prescribed from time to time by the Board of Directors.

The President shall be ex officio member of all committees.

Section 3. First Vice President: In the absence of the President,

the First Vice President, and in the First Vice President’s absence, the

Second Vice President, shall have the powers and perform the duties

of the President and such other duties as may be prescribed by the

Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VI
Executive Vice President & Treasurer

Section 1. In addition to the officers named in Article V, Section I,

there shall be the appointive offices of Executive Vice President and

Treasurer of AQHA. These offices shall be filled by the Executive Com-

mittee by appointment of qualified individuals, the term of such

appointment to be for a period of no greater than three years, with
provision for termination of appointment for cause, which appoint-
ment may be renewed by the Executive Committee for successive
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three-year periods. Other provisions of said appointment, such as
salary, shall be on such terms as the Executive Committee, at its dis-
cretion, may determine. The offices of Executive Vice President and
Treasurer may be held by the same person.
Section 2. Duties of Executive Vice President and Treasurer
(a) Executive Vice President: The Executive Vice President is
the chief executive officer of AQHA, and, pursuant to direction of
the Executive Committee, shall implement the actions, decisions
and directions of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee.
The Executive Vice President shall be ex officio secretary of all com-
mittees appointed by the President or Board of Directors. The
Executive Vice President shall make a report of his office to the
Board of Directors when demanded and to the membership at the
Annual Membership Meeting, and shall perform such other duties
as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors from time to time.
(b) Treasurer: The Treasurer is the chief financial officer of AQHA,
and, pursuant to direction of the Executive Committee, shall implement
the actions, decisions and directions of the Board of Directors and
Executive Committee. The Treasurer shall account for the financial
condition of AQHA by presenting an independent audit of AQHA
accounts at each Annual Membership Meeting and to the Board of
Directors when demanded. Also, the Treasurer shall submit to the
Executive Committee, at the first meeting following the Annual Mem-
bership Meeting, a detailed budget of the proposed and anticipated
expenditures for the current fiscal year of AQHA. Upon approval of this
said budget, or its modification, it becomes binding upon the officers of
AQHA and cannot be exceeded in the total amount set forth by more
than 10 percent without a majority vote of the Executive Committee.
Section 3. Surety Bonds: The Executive Vice President and the
Treasurer and all other officers or employees of AQHA who may han-
dle any funds of AQHA shall give a surety bond to be furnished at the
expense of AQHA for the faithful discharge of his or her duties, if so
required by the Executive Committee.
Section 4. Auditing of Accounts: AQHA shall conduct its affairs
on the fiscal year basis, to begin October | and end September 30. An
annual independent audit of the accounts of AQHA shall be made by
a certified public accountant at the close of each fiscal year and shall
be reported at the next Annual Membership Meeting following the
close of such fiscal year. Such accountant shall be a disinterested
person and not a member of AQHA.
ARTICLE VII
Amendments
Section 1. The Board of Directors shall have the power to make,
amend and repeal the bylaws of AQHA by vote of the majority of the
Directors at any regular or special meeting of the Board, subject to the
right of the members to propose revisions or amendments and make
recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding any such
bylaws in the same manner as provided in Article Ill, Section 8.
Section 2. To be eligible for consideration by the Board of Directors,
a proposed amendment to AQHA’s bylaws shall be filed in writing in
the office of the Executive Vice President on or before December 3l of
the preceding year prior to the Annual Board Meeting or, in the case
of any other Board of Directors meeting, at least 60 days prior to such
meeting, at which time the proposed amendment is to be considered.
The proposed draft shall be promptly sent by the Executive Vice
President to each individual eligible to vote at a meeting of Directors.
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The requirement contained in this section may be suspended by the
Board of Directors at any regular or special meeting upon a two-thirds
vote of eligible voters present, provided a quorum is present.
ARTICLE VIII
Indemnification
Section 1. AQHA shall indemnify, to the fullest extent permitted by
these bylaws or the laws of the State of Texas, any person made or
threatened to be made a defendant or respondent to any threatened
or pending action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, adminis-
trative or investigative, by reason of the fact that the person (a) was
or is a director, trustee, officer, employee, member of a committee or
member of a council created pursuant to this Rulebook or duly desig-
nated by the Executive Committee of AQHA, or (b) was or is serving
any other corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other business
or charitable enterprise as a director, trustee, officer or employee at the
specific request of AQHA (hereinafter “indemnitee”). This indemnifica-
tion is available only if, with respect to the matters made the basis of the
underlying action, suit or proceeding, such indemnitee:
(a) acted in good faith,
(b) acted in a manner he or she reasonably believed to be in the best
interests of AQHA, and
(c) had no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was illegal
or unlawful.

The termination of any action, suit or proceeding by judgment,
order, settlement, conviction, or on a plea of nolo contendere or its
equivalent, shall not of itself, create an irrebuttable presumption
that the indemnitee did not meet the requirements set forth above.

This indemnity shall include all usual and customary expenses
incurred in defense of or response to the action, suit or proceeding
including, attorneys’ fees, costs, judgments, fines and amounts paid in
settlement that are reasonably incurred by such person in connection
with such action, suit or proceeding. The indemnification provided
herein shall inure to the benefit of the indemnitee and his or her heirs,
executors or administrators and shall not be exclusive of any other
rights to which the indemnitee may be entitled by virtue of the laws of
the State of Texas, any other Bylaw of AQHA, a written agreement with
AQHA, or the vote of the Executive Committee of AQHA.

Notwithstanding the above provisions, a person shall not be
indemnified with respect to any action, suit or proceeding filed by or
undertaken by the AQHA against the person to whom indemnity
would otherwise be available.

Section 2. Conditions Precedent and Rights of AQHA. To
preserve this right of indemnity, an indemnitee shall promptly notify
AQHA of any actual or threatened action, suit or proceeding, whereupon
AQHA shall have the right to, but not the obligation to, assume and direct
the defense thereof through attorney(s) selected and paid for by AQHA.
If, in its sole discretion, AQHA, by and through its Executive Committee,
determines that the failure of the indemnitee to promptly notify AQHA of
any actual or threatened action, suit or proceeding prejudiced the rights
of AQHA under this provision, it may deny indemnity to the person to
whom indemnity would otherwise be available. The selection of
attorney(s) will be subject to the consent of the indemnitee, which con-
sent will not be unreasonably withheld. Any settlement, monetary or
otherwise, of the action, suit or proceeding shall require the express
consent of the Executive Committee of AQHA, and absent such consent,
shall be the sole responsibility of the indemnitee.
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AQHYA Bylaws
ARTICLE I: Name and Purpose

Section 1. This organization shall be a division of the American

Quarter Horse Association (“AQHA”), shall operate within the scope of

the bylaws, rules and regulations of AQHA, and shall be named the

American Quarter Horse Youth Association (hereafter “AQHYA”).

Section 2. The objectives and purposes of the AQHYA shall be as

follows:

(a) To improve and promote the American Quarter Horse breed.

(b) To improve and develop the capabilities of youth, both individu-
ally and through group participation, in the breeding, raising and
exhibition of American Quarter Horses.

(c) To develop and improve scholarship, leadership and community
interest and participation of young equestrians.

(d) To encourage high moral character, sportsmanship and clean liv-
ing among all its members.

(e) To establish a means whereby youth members may work in con-
junction with AQHA Youth Activities Committee.

(f) To create, foster and assist subsidiary youth affiliates composed
of members of AQHYA.

(g) To acquaint youth members and affiliates with the parent organi-
zation, AQHA, its structure and functions.

(h) To use scholarship, leadership, sportsmanship and character to
provide a future for our horse.

ARTICLE II: Place of Business

Section 1. The place of business of AQHYA shall be AQHA headquar-

ters in Amarillo, Texas.

Section 2. All correspondence regarding AQHYA shall be directed to

the Youth Activities Department of AQHA in Amarillo, Texas.

ARTICLE IlI: Advisory Board

Section 1. The business and property of AQHYA shall be managed and

controlled by the AQHYA Advisory Board (hereafter “Advisory Board”).

Section 2. The Advisory Board shall consist of the AQHA President,

the AQHA Executive Vice President, the Chairman of the AQHA Youth

Activities Committee, the Director of Youth Development and any

additional members appointed by the AQHA Executive Committee.

This Advisory Board shall consist of at least four adults to assist the

AQHA Youth Activities Committee in directing the activities of AQHYA.

Section 3. All actions of AQHYA shall be subject to the Advisory Board’s

approval and AQHA Executive Committee’s final approval. The bylaws of

AQHYA may be amended by the AQHA Executive Committee.

ARTICLE IV: Membership

Section 1. Classes of Membership: AQHYA shall have the follow-
ing classes of members:

(a) Organizational Members, consisting of youth affiliates. The desig-
nation youth affiliate shall be defined as one (I) youth association
per state, province or international affiliate, acceptable to and
approved by the Advisory Board.

(b) Individual Members, consisting of boys and girls 18 years of age
or under. The age of the youth as of January | will be the age main-
tained the entire year.

(c) Annual individual membership fee is $20, a three-year member-
ship fee is $50 and a lifetime youth membership (membership
through the 18 year age eligibility) fee is $100.

(d) Membership shall allow a youth all privileges of an individual mem-
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ber, and in addition, all privileges of an AQHA member except the right
to vote at AQHA membership meetings and hold office in AQHA.

(e) Membership in AQHYA is a privilege, not a right, application for
which shall be made by procedures prescribed by AQHYA. Member-
ship, or application therefore, may be terminated or rejected by the
Advisory Board for violation of AQHYA or AQHA rules or for cause
detrimental to the interest of AQHYA, its programs, policies, objec-
tives and harmonious relationship of its members as determined by
the Advisory Board. Unless otherwise specified in AQHYA or AQHA
rules, termination of a current membership under this subsection
shall be conducted by the Advisory Board under AQHA’s disciplinary
procedures for notice, hearing and temporary suspension. Rejec-
tion of an application shall not be grounds for or entitle an applicant
to hearing. The effect of termination or rejection may be denial of
the privileges of AQHYA and/or AQHA.

Section 2. Approval of Youth Affiliates: A youth affiliate is

eligible to be recognized and considered in good standing with AQHYA

and the AQHYA Advisory Board, when the following general condi-
tions are met:

(a) The youth affiliate must be approved by or affiliated with the rec-
ognized state, provincial or international AQHA Affiliate.

(b) Each youth affiliate shall submit to AQHYA its constitution and
bylaws. AQHYA is to be notified of any amendments made to the
initially submitted constitution and bylaws.

(c) On or before March | each year, each youth affiliate shall submit to
AQHYA a list of its youth affiliate officers, youth affiliate membership,
AQHYA Delegates, youth affiliate advisor(s) and AQHYA World Cham-
pionship Show qualifying guidelines. Youth affiliate officers and
AQHYA Delegates must be members in good standing of AQHYA.

(c) Each organization shall encompass its respective state, province
or country in scope. Affiliates with more than 1,500 registered
American Quarter Horses are required to have 50 resident youth
members to affiliate, affiliates with 500 to 1,500 registered Ameri-
can Quarter Horses are required to have 35 resident youth members
to affiliate, and affiliates with fewer than 500 registered American
Quarter Horses are required to have 25 resident youth members to
affiliate. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an organization found to be
representative of a state, province or country may be allowed to
affiliate with fewer than the required number of members if they
meet the requirements set forth in subsection 2.(c) above and make
a formal request for consideration to AQHA by March I.

(d) No provision of the youth affiliate constitution is in conflict with the
AQHYA or AQHA constitution, bylaws or general rules and regulations.

(e) Activities are in harmony with the ideals and purposes of AQHYA
and AQHA.

(f) Membership must be open to all youth I8 years of age and under
interested in the equestrian lifestyle.

Section 3. Approval of International Youth Associations: An

international association, which is recognized by AQHA, is automati-

cally eligible for its youth members to be members of AQHYA, compete
in AQHYA activities or AQHA-approved youth events, and for its youth
organization to have Delegates with voting privileges on the AQHYA

Board of Delegates. To compete in AQHYA activities, AQHA-approved

youth events or serve as an AQHYA Delegate, an international mem-

ber must also be a member of AQHYA by payment of the requisite
membership fee and comply with all rules and regulations. Recogni-
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tion of an international youth affiliate may be obtained by filing, with

AQHYA, an annual written letter of certification by the president of the

AQHA-recognized parent international affiliate, certifying:

(a) the international affiliate has a youth organization with an appoint-
ed or elected adult youth advisor or leader responsible for the activi-
ties of the youth organization and conduct of its members, either as a
division of the international affiliate or separate organization;

(b) the number of youth members in good standing and, if any intend
to compete in AQHYA-approved events, their names, addresses and
ages (if not already available through AQHA records), together with
any other information requested; and,

(c) the names of youth elected by the international youth affiliate to
represent their respective organization as AQHYA Delegates. Upon
request, the president of the recognized parent international affili-
ate shall provide copies of the youth organization’s bylaws, rules
and regulations pertaining to its activities, and if a separate organi-
zation, governmental certification of its existence and good stand-
ing in the international country.

Section 4. Regions of the Organization: The continental United

States and Canadian provinces shall be divided into ten (10) regions

which shall be designated as shown by the map below. Youth affiliates

of international countries will participate in an eleventh region.

ARTICLE V: AQHYA Delegates

Section 1. Delegates: A youth affiliate shall exercise its voting

privileges in AQHYA through its Delegates.

Section 2. Annually, each youth affiliate shall elect four (4) Dele-

gates who shall be elected by the individual members in good standing

of each youth affiliate.

(a) Vacancy: In the case of any vacancy with the youth affiliate’s
elected Delegates, the president of the youth affiliate shall appoint a
successor to fill the unexpired term of the youth affiliate’s Delegate.

(b) Meetings: The regular annual meeting(s) of the AQHYA Board of
Delegates shall be held at such time and place as they may be fixed
by the Advisory Board Officers for the purpose of electing AQHYA
Officers. Special meetings of the Board of Delegates may be held at
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such time and place as may be designated in a notice, whenever
called in writing by the direction of the Advisory Board.

(c) Notice of Meetings: Written or printed notice of all meetings stat-
ing the place, date and hour of meeting, and in the case of a special
meeting, the purpose or purposes of which the meeting is being
called, shall be delivered not less than I5 days before the date of the
meeting, either in person or by mail, at the discretion of the Advi-
sory Board to each recognized youth affiliate entitled to vote at such
meeting. If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered,
upon deposit in the United States mail addressed to recognized
youth affiliates at their address as it appears on the records of the
AQHA/AQHYA, with postage thereon prepaid.

(d) Quorum: A majority of the number of Delegates shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business, but if at any meeting of the
Board of Delegates there may be less than a quorum present, a
majority of those present may adjourn the meeting from time to time
until a quorum shall be present.

ARTICLE VI: AQHYA Directors
Section 1. Annually, three (3) Directors from each designated region
referenced in Article IV Section 4 above shall be elected from and by
the Delegates of their respective regions at a regular annual meeting
of the Board of Delegates.
Section 2. A candidate for AQHYA Director of a particular region
must be a Delegate from his/her affiliate. A youth Director must be an
AQHYA member at time of election and must (I) remain an AQHYA
member in good standing for the duration of his/her term or (2)
become an AQHA member in good standing for the duration of his/her
term if he/she turns I19 during such term.
Section 3. The duties of an AQHYA Director are to enhance com-
munication and serve as liaison between AQHYA membership of their
respective region and the AQHYA Officers.

ARTICLE VII: AQHYA Officers
Section 1. Officers. The officers of AQHYA shall be the president,
first vice president, second vice president and two members who shall
be elected from and by the Board of Delegates.
Section 2. Such officers shall hold office for a period of one year
and until their successors are elected and qualified. AQHYA Officers
may be elected to different offices or re-elected to the same office
each year with the exception of president. A youth Officer must be an
AQHYA member at time of election and must (I) remain an AQHYA
member in good standing for the duration of his/her term or (2)
become an AQHA member in good standing for the duration of his/her
term if he/she turns 19 during such term.
Section 3. Youth may only accept a nomination for AQHYA Officer if
they have previously served as an AQHYA Director for at least one
term and have complied with the requirements set forth in the AQHYA
Guide to Campaigning.
Section 4. All nominees from the various regions of AQHYA for elec-
tion to the AQHYA Officers shall be subject to the Advisory Board’s
prior approval.
Section 5. President: The president shall be the chief executive offi-
cer of AQHYA and shall have general supervision of the affairs of AQHYA
subject to the direction of the Advisory Board and shall preside at all
meetings of the members and the Board of Delegates. The president shall
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see that the bylaws, rules and regulations of AQHYA are enforced. The
president will serve on the AQHA Youth Activities Committee. In order to
be eligible to run for president of AQHYA, a member must have previ-
ously served at least one year as an AQHYA Officer. Once the AQHYA
Officer has served a term as president, he/she is ineligible to serve in any
other electable office, but may be elected to serve as a Director.
Section 6. First Vice President: In the absence of the president,
the first vice president shall have the powers and perform the duties
of the president. The first vice president shall also have the respon-
sibility of maintaining communication between the AQHYA Officers
and AQHYA Directors, in addition to other duties as may be prescribed
by the president.

Section 7. Second Vice President: In the absence of both the
president and the first vice president, the second vice president shall
have the powers and perform the duties of the president. The second
vice president shall also have the responsibility of maintaining com-
munication between the AQHYA Officers and AQHYA Directors, in
addition to other duties as may be prescribed by the president.
Section 8. Two Members: The two members shall also have the
responsibility of maintaining communication between the AQHYA
Officers and AQHYA Directors, in addition to other duties as may be
prescribed by the president.

Section 9. Immediate Past President: The immediate past
president is not an electable office and can only be occupied for a
one-year term by the previous year’s AQHYA President. The immedi-
ate past president is not an AQHYA Officer, but shall have the respon-
sibility of serving a one-year term on the AQHA Youth Activities Com-
mittee and assisting as a mentoring liaison between the AQHYA Offi-
cers and the AQHA Youth Activities Committee. If the position of
immediate past president is vacated for any reason, the position shall
remain vacant until the next year’s officers are elected.

Section 10. Meetings of the AQHYA Officers: The AQHYA Offi-
cers shall meet whenever and wherever called by direction of the Advi-
sory Board, of which meeting the Advisory Board shall give ten (I0) days
prior written notice, but such notice may be waived by any member.
Section I1. Quorum of AQHYA Officers: The quorum of the
AQHYA Officers shall be three members.

Section 12. Vacancies of Directors or Officers: All vacancies
with respect to Directors and AQHYA Officers shall be filled by the AQHA
Executive Committee which may seek recommendations from the AQHYA
Advisory Board. Vacancies that are filled by the AQHA Executive Commit-
tee shall be for the unexpired term, and those so appointed shall serve
until the election and acceptance of their duly qualified successors.

ARTICLE VIII: Removal of AQHYA Delegates,
Directors or Officers
It is a privilege, not a right to serve as an AQHYA Delegate, Director or
Officer. Throughout his/her tenure, such individuals must (I) remain an
AQHYA member in good standing; (2) adhere to AQHYA and AQHA rules
and regulations pertaining to membership conduct; (3) conduct them-
selves in an exemplary manner such as to favorably reflect on AQHYA;
and (4) refrain from conduct that is detrimental to the interest of AQHYA,
its programs, policies, objectives and harmonious relationship of its mem-
bers. Such individuals’ conduct is subject to continual review, and their
service as an AQHYA Delegate, Director or Officer may be terminated or
rejected by the Advisory Board with or without notice and formal hearing.
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GENERAL RULES & REGULATIONS
GENI0O. STANDING COMMITTEES at present include:
Amateur
Equine Research
International
Judges
Marketing and Membership
Nominations and Credentials
Public Policy
Racing
Ranching
Recreational Activities
Shows
Stud Book and Registration
Youth Activities
GENIOI. Standing Committee Members. Each standing com-
mittee shall consist of at least three members, appointed by the
President with the advice and majority vote of the Executive Commit-
tee. To be eligible for a standing committee assignment, an individual
must be a current AQHA member in good standing and complete the
requisite application to be received by the office of the Executive Vice
President on or before the first Friday following the AQHA Convention
of the year that the individual is applying for standing committee
assignment.
GENIOL.1 To provide continuity and experience of members,
standing committee assignments may be made for a term longer
than one year, but in no event shall an appointment be longer than
three years.
GENI01.2 To enable a standing committee to properly function,
each member is required to attend all meetings; upon two consecu-
tive absences, a member is automatically removed without further
action.
GENIO1.3 Members attending standing committee meetings
shall constitute a quorum for all purposes so long as reasonable
notice of the meeting was provided to all members of the standing
committee. Standing committee meetings may be held in person,
via teleconference, via web conference or via any other similar
mediums.
GENI101.4 By unanimous vote, at any time during a standing com-
mittee member’s tenure, with or without cause, the Executive Com-
mittee may terminate an individual’s tenure on a standing commit-
tee. At this discretion, the Executive Committee may reassign the
person to another standing committee. As service on AQHA’s stand-
ing committees is a privilege, not a right, termination of tenure may
be made without prior notice of right of hearing.
GENIOL.5 Should a Director fail to be re-elected, or, for any rea-
son fail to serve his term as an AQHA Director, his standing commit-
tee assignment is automatically terminated.
GENIO2 Chair. Each standing committee shall be headed by a
Chair who shall be elected annually by the respective standing com-
mittee members.
GENI02.1 The Chair shall vote only in case of a tie vote concern-
ing committee action.
GENI102.2 An individual is eligible for annual election to the
chairmanship of a committee, standing or otherwise, to a maximum
of three consecutive terms, after which he is ineligible for re-elec-
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tion to the office until the expiration of one annual term, during
which time another individual shall have served as chair.
GENI02.3 An interim Chair appointed by the Executive Commit-
tee shall serve as presiding officer in the Chair’s absence or inca-
pacity.
GENI103. Amendments. AQHA’s rules and regulations, excluding
those rules and regulations pertaining to registration of horses, may
be amended at any time by change, addition or repeal by majority vote
of the Executive Committee, but only after proposal of specific
amendment shall have been approved by the appropriate standing
committee or by the majority vote of the Executive Committee without
such standing committee approval.
GENI103.1 Requirement of Prior Notice. To be eligible for
consideration by a standing committee for possible recommenda-
tion to the Executive Committee, a proposed amendment shall be
filed with AQHA’s Executive Vice President on or before December
3l of the preceding year prior to AQHA’s Annual Membership Meet-
ing at which that standing committee’s report concerning such
proposed amendment is presented. Such required filing may be
waived by the Executive Committee, after considering the merits of
the proposed amendment.
GENI03.2 Period of Non-Amendment. A rule or regulation
is not subject to amendment by change, addition or repeal until it
has been in force for at least two calendar years. That limitation
may be waived by the Executive Committee upon finding of extraor-
dinary circumstances that (I) concerns the safety, health or well-
being of a horse and/or rider, (2) materially benefits AQHA’s pro-
grams or its financial stability or (3) involves other compelling cir-
cumstances.
GENIO4. GENERAL PROVISIONS: MEMBERSHIP in
AQHA is a privilege, not a right, application for which shall be made
by procedures prescribed by AQHA. Membership, or application
therefore, may be terminated or rejected by the Executive Commit-
tee or Board of Directors for cause detrimental to the interest of
AQHA, its programs, policies, objectives and harmonious relation-
ship of its members as determined by the Executive Committee or
Board of Directors. Unless otherwise specified in AQHA rules, termi-
nation of a current membership under this rule shall be conducted
under AQHA’s disciplinary procedures for notice, hearing and tem-
porary suspension. Rejection of an application shall not be grounds
for or entitle an applicant to hearing. The effect of termination or
rejection may be denial of the privileges of AQHA as set forth in
AQHA’s disciplinary procedure.
GENI104.1 An annual membership is not transferable.
GENI104.2 A complimentary renewal notice will be sent to mem-
bers at their current address according to AQHA records at least
thirty (30) days prior to the expiration date of the membership.
With or without actual receipt of renewal notice, a member has sole
responsibility over his membership status. An annual membership
becomes delinquent on the last day of the month following expira-
tion of term of membership eligibility and may be reinstated by
payment of the current renewal fee, received by AQHA by the last
day of the month following expiration, if the applicant otherwise
qualifies for membership; otherwise, the applicant will be charged
AQHA’s current member fee.
GENI05. The name under which a membership may be obtained is
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limited to 30 characters including letters, spaces and marks of punc-
tuation.
GENIO0G6. Registrations must be recorded in the same name as
appears on the membership card. If registrations are to be obtained,
apply for membership in exactly the same name that registrations are
to be recorded, i.e. the name of the individual, the name of a partner-
ship, the corporate name (accompanied by the signature of the autho-
rized agent as it is to appear on applications for registration).
GENI0G6.1 The record owner or record lessee of the dam of a foal
for which a registration application is submitted must have a cur-
rent membership at the time the registration application is submit-
ted, or a non-member registration fee will be assessed.
GENIO7. The name of a female member may be changed to reflect
her current marital status upon her request.
GENI08. While in good standing, all members have equal rights,
interests and responsibilities with respect to AQHA and its property;
shall obey and be bound by all bylaws, rules and regulations of AQHA
and decisions or actions of the Board of Directors or Executive Com-
mittee; have the right to vote by personal attendance at membership
meetings; and have the right to hold office and committee assign-
ments, except as otherwise limited. “Membership in good standing”
means an individual or other legal entity who has paid the requisite
membership fee; is not under current suspension by the Executive
Committee or the Executive Vice President; or does not owe a delin-
quent financial obligation to AQHA for fees or other account payable
for which written notice of suspension of membership or participation
privileges has been sent.
GENI09. Individuals who are non-members, but own American
Quarter Horses, file registration applications and other documents
with AQHA or participate in AQHA-approved events, by such actions
and in regard to such transactions, agree to be bound by all bylaws,
rules and regulations of AQHA and decisions and actions of the Board
of Directors or Executive Committee. AQHA reserves the right to reject
documents submitted by non-members who have engaged in acts
detrimental to the humane treatment of horses or have engaged in
acts detrimental to the intent of AQHA, its programs, policies, objec-
tives or the harmonious relationship of its members.
GENI10. Every member by joining AQHA, or non-member by pur-
chasing American Quarter Horses, filing registration applications or
other documents with AQHA or participating in AQHA-approved
events, does thereby agree:
GENI10.1 If unsuccessful in an attempt to overturn AQHA deci-
sions, actions, rules or regulations, to reimburse AQHA for its rea-
sonable attorney’s fees, court costs and other expenses in defense
of such suit, and
GENI110.2 He/she will not commence any action, whether in law
or equity, against AQHA in any courts other than those Federal and
State courts located in Potter County, Texas.
GENIII. As reciprocal assistance to AQHA for privilege of member-
ship, participation in approved events and ownership of an American
Quarter Horse, AQHA and the American Quarter Horse Foundation
may use any photograph or other form of likeness reproductions of a
member, event participant, horse owner, or their horses and regis-
tered equine names, to promote AQHA’s objectives and activities
including, but not limited to, use by third parties with authorization
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from AQHA. Members also agree that AQHA/AQHF may provide mail-
ing list information to third parties (e.g., AQHA, affiliates and corpo-
rate partners) with authorization from AQHA/AQHF.
GENI113. An AQHA member, including a member using AQHA data for
commercial purposes, has a duty to preserve and protect the pedigree
registry/performance records and the property of AQHA, including,
but not limited to, AQHA electronic data made available to members
via the AQHA website or other pre-arranged consensual access
thereto, and the duty to use such data only for the purposes for which
AQHA has granted conditional license. Publication of such data shall
carry the following designation: “This information was provided by the
American Quarter Horse Association from its Official Records.”
GENIi4. AQHA MEMBERSHIP. Upon application, qualifica-
tion and payment of the requisite fee, the recipient, during the desig-
nated period of eligibility, shall be entitled to the indicated member-
ship privileges and, if 18 years or older, one vote on membership
matters and eligibility to hold an office or director position with AQHA
subject to AQHA bylaws.
GENIi4.1 Full Membership Privileges, Individual:
Restricted to one person, carried in that person’s legal name only,
providing full privileges of AQHA including privilege to participate in
AQHA’s open division of shows and other AQHA activities that
require individual membership.
GENI114.2 Membership privileges, except privilege of partici-
pation in AQHA’s open show division and other AQHA activities
that require individual membership:
GENI114.2.1 Joint: A combination, to a maximum of two per-
sons, such as husband and wife, and includes such designation
as John and Jane Doe, John or Jane Doe, John and/or Jane
Doe, and John/Jane Doe.
GENI14.2.2 Assumed or Trade Name: A person or per-
sons, or artificial legal entity, such as A. Smith, d/b/a Smith
Ranches; Smith Ranches, a sole proprietorship of A. Smith;
Smith Ranches; or any other designation not being the legal
name of the person or artificial legal entity.
GENI114.2.3 Corporate: Corporations in good standing in the
state or country of their incorporation, the officers, representa-
tives, shareholders and all beneficial owners.
GENI14.2.4 Partnership, General or Limited: Partner-
ships, general or limited, in good standing in the state, province
or country of their organization, the partners, limited partners,
representatives and all beneficial owners.
GENI14.2.5 Syndicate or Joint Venture: Syndicates or
joint ventures, in good standing in the state, province or country
of their organization, the representatives and all beneficial own-
ers.
GENI114.2.6 Decedent’s Estate, Trust, Guardianship
or Other Custodial Legal Entity: Decedent’s estate, trust,
guardianship or other custodial legal entity, the person for which
the entity is created, his representative, and all beneficial owners
or beneficiaries.
GENI15. American Quarter Horse Youth Association
Membership allows boys and girls I8 years of age or under, the
privileges of membership in AQHYA, and, in addition, all of the privi-
leges of an individual AQHA membership including privilege to par-
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ticipate in AQHA's open division and other AQHA activities that
require individual membership, but not the privilege to vote at AQHA
membership meetings or hold office or director position with AQHA.
GENI15.1 For youths whose 19th birthday is prior to January |, the
membership card will expire on December 3I. The age of the youth
as of January | will be the age maintained the entire year (regard-
less of the time of day the youth is born). For example, a youth who
has a birthday in July and is I8 years of age January | must show
the entire year as a youth.
GENI16. Amateur AQHA Membership is for individuals oth-
erwise qualifying for such membership under the rules of AQHA’s
amateur division, which allows the individual to participate in
AQHA’s amateur division, and, in addition, all of the privileges of an
individual AQHA membership, including privilege to participate in
AQHA’s open division and other AQHA activities that require indi-
vidual membership. National institutions of learning, executors,
administrators, trustees or jointly held entities are excluded from
amateur membership.
GENI16.1 The amateur applicant may convert a current AQHA
12-month individual membership for a fee of SI0, upon verification
of amateur status. The expiration date for this membership will
coincide with the membership being converted. Individual 12-month
amateur membership is available for $10 to a life member in the
same individual identification number as the desired amateur mem-
bership designation.
GENI16.2 The amateur applicant may convert a current AQHA
36-month individual membership for a fee of $30, upon verification
of amateur status. The expiration date for this membership will
coincide with the membership being converted. Individual 36-month
amateur membership is available for $30 to a life member in the
same individual identification number as the desired amateur mem-
bership designation.
GENI16.3 Amateur membership cards will be issued by AQHA
only upon application and AQHA approval of the applicant, which
application shall be truthful in each and every detail. Submitting an
application containing untrue statements shall subject the appli-
cant to possible disciplinary action or suspension from participa-
tion privileges in AQHA-approved events or AQHA membership
and/or fine. By submitting an application, applicant agrees to
abide by AQHA amateur rules contained in this Rulebook
including amateur rules set forth in SHW220-SHW230.
GENI116.4 The eligibility of all amateur membership card holders
will be reviewed at the time application for renewal is submitted.
Said application to be on a form supplied by AQHA and returned
along with the appropriate fee. The renewal application shall affir-
matively state that all previous representations contained in the
individual’s amateur application are still true and correct, verifying
the individual’s eligibility under AQHA amateur criteria. A false
statement on a renewal application shall be grounds for disciplinary
action under AQHA disciplinary procedure.
GENI16.5 Upon request by AQHA, an individual, who, for any
reason, becomes ineligible for amateur membership, shall promptly
return the amateur membership card to AQHA, whether or not
AQHA request is made for it.
GENI16.6 Remaining months of membership for an amateur
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membership that is revoked may, at AQHA’s discretion, be trans-
ferred to regular AQHA membership and a membership card issued
to expire the same date as the original amateur membership card.
GENI16.7 A special handling service for an amateur membership
card is available for each card and is in addition to the regular fee
and does not include overnight delivery.
GENII17. LIFE MEMBERSHIP is available, upon application and
payment of appropriate fees, as follows:
Individual
Joint
Assumed or Trade Name
Corporate
Partnership, General or Limited
Syndicate or Joint Venture
Decedent’s Estate, Trust, Guardianship or Other Custodial Legal
Entity
American Quarter Horse Youth Association membership (through
I8 years of age)
GENII17.1 Life membership shall have the same privileges as such
designation carries with an annual membership, with the exception
of AQHYA that carries special qualification requirements. Each
officer, representative, director, shareholder, partner, beneficiary
and each beneficial owner of a legal entity described above, and as
to the estates, trusts, guardianships or other custodial legal entity,
the person for which the entity is created must be eligible for indi-
vidual membership in AQHA.
GENI17.2 AQHA life members who are youth (eligible through 18
years of age) shall have the same privileges as such designation
carries with an AQHYA membership.
GENI17.3 An individual life membership may be amended one
time at no charge. A joint life membership may be amended one
time at no charge (I) at the written request of all joint owners or
(2) at the written request of a joint owner whose request is
based on (a) the death of a joint owner or (b) a final divorce
decree or final judicial order establishing the rightful owner(s)
of the life membership. A life membership held in the name of
an entity described in GENII7 above may be amended one time
at half the current life membership fee. Such request must be
made by the owners/partners of the entity as evidenced by
AQHA records. If a life membership is amended, the old life
membership shall become inactive and shall be subject to non-
member fees should any future AQHA business be conducted
under such membership. Further, any horses recorded in the old
life membership shall remain in the name of the old life member-
ship unless and until they are separately transferred pursuant to
AQHA registration rules.
GENI18. VOTING PRIVILEGES: A person has one vote at
AQHA membership meetings, annual or special, regardless of the
number of individual or joint memberships he/she holds. For a person
to vote the membership of a bona fide legal entity, he/she may not
qualify to vote an individual, joint, assumed or trade name member-
ship, and, in addition, upon request, shall provide AQHA with written
authorization and substantiate the existence of the entity.
GENI119. HONORARY AQHA MEMBERSHIP: The Executive
Committee may, from time to time, award an Honorary Membership to
parties who merit special recognition for their individual efforts at the
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national or international level, in furtherance of the aims and objec-
tives of AQHA. This membership shall have voting privileges. The
honorary membership shall entitle the recipient to privileges regard-
ing an annual membership, with the exception of AQHYA and amateur
AQHA memberships, which carry special qualification requirements.
Such membership may be designated by an appropriate plaque or
certificate.
GENI120. RECORDS. Material accuracy of records furnished by
AQHA either as hard copy or online service, is warranted by AQHA
only to the extent of using its best efforts in the compilation thereof,
and then solely for the benefit of the member or party purchasing the
record who may, as exclusive remedy, receive reimbursement for
expense of the record upon showing material inaccuracy thereof.
Consequential damages are expressly excluded. No warranties,
express or implied, arise from records issuance, other than as stated
herein, as the purchaser receives this record on an “as is” basis.
GENI21. STATE/PROVINCIAL AFFILIATES. AQHA may
designate one affiliate association in each state/province, and when
the state/province has an existing separate racing association,
AQHA may designate it to represent the state/province’s racing
interests, as an affiliate association(s) to receive for its members
and any local or regional association affiliated with the state/provin-
cial association, such benefits and assistance as AQHA may, from
time to time, determine, in return for the performance of duties and
responsibilities to AQHA as specified in the affiliation agreement of
the parties.
GENI2L1.1 This affiliation is a privilege, not a vested right, granted
or rejected at AQHA’s discretion on an annual basis according to
procedures and requirements formulated by the Affiliate Advisory
Board, with the advice and consent of the Executive Committee.
The affiliate association shall, in no manner, have authority,
express or implied, to act for, or bind, AQHA in any manner.
GENI22. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS. AQHA may
recognize international associations that promote the American Quar-
ter Horse. Such recognition is a privilege, not a vested right, granted
or rejected at AQHA’s discretion on an annual basis according to
procedures and requirements formulated by AQHA and approved by
the Executive Committee. If granted recognition by AQHA, an interna-
tional association must annually agree to and sign an AQHA Agree-
ment of International Affiliation and maintain required membership
and registration numbers. Such recognition shall allow that interna-
tional association the privilege of having an appointed Director on
AQHA’s Board of Directors as provided by AQHA bylaws. Members of
recognized international associations shall remain governed by AQHA
bylaws, rules and regulations.
GENI22.1 The following international associations are recog-

nized:
ARGENTINA Criadores Argentinos de Caballos Cuarto de Milla
AUSTRALIA Australian Quarter Horse Association
AUSTRIA Austrian Quarter Horse Association
BELGIUM Belgian Quarter Horse Association
BRAZIL Associagao Brasileira de Quarto de Milha
CANADA Canadian Quarter Horse Association
CHINA China Quarter Horse Association
COLOMBIA Asociacion Colombiana Cuarto de Milla
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COSTA RICA Asociacion de Criadores de Caballo de Campo y Deportivo

CZECH REPUBLIC Czech Quarter Horse Association

DENMARK Danish Quarter Horse Association

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC Dominican Republic Quarter Horse Association

FINLAND Finnish Quarter Horse Association

FRANCE Association Francaise du Quarter Horse

GERMANY Deutsche Quarter Horse Association

HUNGARY Hungarian Quarter Horse Association

IRELAND Irish Quarter Horse Association Clg.

ISRAEL Israel Quarter Horse Association

ITALY Associazione Italiana Quarter Horse

JAPAN Japan Quarter Horse Association

LUXEMBOURG Quarter Horse Association Luxembourg

MEXICO Asociacion Mexicana de Criadores y Caballistas
de Caballos Cuarto de Milla

NETHERLANDS Nederlandse Quarter Horse Associatie

NEW ZEALAND New Zealand Quarter Horse Association

NORWAY Norwegian Quarter Horse Association

PANAMA Panama Quarter Horse Association

PARAGUAY Asociaclon Paraguayade Cuarto de Milla

POLAND Polish Quarter Horse Association

SLOVAKIA Slovak Quarter Horse Association

SLOVENIA Slovenian Quarter Horse Association

SLOVAKIA Slovak Association of Western Riding and Rodeo

SOUTH AFRICA South Africa Quarter Horse Association

SPAIN Asociacion Balear del Caballo Cuarto de Milla

SWEDEN Swedish Quarter Horse Association

SWITZERLAND Swiss Quarter Horse Association

UNITED KINGDOM American Quarter Horse Association United Kingdom

URUGUAY Sociedad Criadores Cuarto de Milla

VENEZUELA Venezuelan Quarter Horse Association

GENI22.2 AQHA may accept a recognized international associa-
tion’s suspension of a member as grounds to automatically sus-
pend such member’s AQHA membership. AQHA’s suspension of an
individual’s AQHA membership in such cases is subject to the rec-
ognized international association (a) reporting the suspension to
AQHA and (b) verifying that the recognized international associa-
tion provided the accused (i) prior notice of a hearing and (ii) the
opportunity to present evidence on his behalf and to refute evi-
dence offered against him.
GENI22.3 In regard to violations of AQHA rules prohibiting surgi-
cal alteration, administration of prohibited substance, and other
prohibited practices, AQHA may give reciprocal effect to the disci-
plinary action of the Executive Committee or other governing com-
mittee of a recognized international association for terms up to a
maximum of one year suspension from participation privileges at
events approved or recognized by the international association, the
effect of which shall be to bar the disciplined individual from par-
ticipation in AQHA-approved events for a similar term.
GENI23. GENERAL NOTICE PROCEDURE.
GENI23.1 Rule, Regulation and Policy Changes.
GENI23.1.1 Official Handbook. Each member or American
Quarter Horse owner is charged with notice of all rules and regu-
lations published in the current Official Handbook which is avail-
able online at agha.com. Printed Official Handbooks are also
available for purchase from AQHA. Note: Refer to AQHA's web-
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site for the most updated version of the rules and regulations.
Differences between the rules and regulations published on
AQHA’s website and the printed version shall be governed by the
official rules and regulations published on AQHA’s website.
GENI23.1.2 The American Quarter Horse Journal.
Additional to notice provided by this Official Handbook, a mem-
ber or an American Quarter Horse owner has the affirmative duty
to remain current with AQHA rules, regulations, policies and
other matters pertaining to AQHA events and programs, that may
be amended from time to time during a particular year, some-
times with immediate effect, rather than January | of a particular
year when Official Handbooks are issued. To fulfill such duty, a
member or horse owner should subscribe to The American Quar-
ter Horse Journal, where notice of changes pertaining to such
matters is routinely published or visit agha.com. Although sub-
scription to The American Quarter Horse Journal is not required,
AQHA has fulfilled its duty to provide members and American
Quarter Horse owners notice of these intra-year changes and
proposed changes effective January | of the following year, by
publishing them in The American Quarter Horse Journal or at
agha.com.
GENI23.2 Personal Service of Notice. Every notice
required by these rules and regulations may be served by deliver-
ing the notice to the person to be served, or his attorney, by hand
delivery, by U.S. mail postage prepaid, or by express mail to his
last known address as it appears on AQHA’s records. Notices
delivered pursuant to this rule shall be deemed given: (I) at the
time delivered, if personally delivered; (2) at the time received, if
mailed; and (3) one business day after timely tender to the per-
son, if delivered via express mail. Such notice may be served by
facsimile (fax) transmission to the last known fax number or by
email to the last known email address. Such transmission shall be
deemed received by such person by confirmation of the transmis-
sion to AQHA.
GENI24. AVAILABILITY OF FAX OR EMAIL DELIVERY
OF DOCUMENTS. AQHA employees are authorized, but not
required, to accept a facsimile (fax) transmission or email of an origi-
nal document, when, in the opinion of AQHA, the sender is (I) the
authorized party executing the document or (2) a party having sub-
stantial interest in the subject horse who has obtained the original
document from the authorized person and so verifies the genuineness
of the document in the sender’s possession to the satisfaction of
AQHA. As a precaution, the fax or emails should be followed by the
mailing of the original document, but this requirement is not a condi-
tion of accepting the fax or email.
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FEES
FEEI100. General Provisions
FEEI100.1 Payment is required at the time of processing and pay-
able in U.S. funds only. Mailing address: P.0. Box 200, Amarillo,
Texas 79168. Overnight delivery: 1600 Quarter Horse Drive,
Amarillo, Texas 79104. www.aqgha.com. 806-376-48lI
FEEI00.2 Through the payment of a membership fee to AQHA, an
individual acknowledges that membership in AQHA is voluntary and
agrees to be bound by all terms and conditions provided in this
Rulebook.
FEE100.3 AQHA upgrades are available to AQHYA members
whose youth eligibility has expired. The upgrade request must be
made prior to June 30 in the year after the youth member turns 19.
FEE100.4 Registration fees are determined by the actual age of
the horse according to the date the application is received in
AQHA’s office, as evidenced by AQHA’s date stamp. EXAMPLE:
Foaling date of February 15, the 7 month deadline is September I5.
FEEI100.5 A rush/special handling service is available for speci-
fied transactions and provides for expedited processing within 2-4
working days. To receive the special handling service, this fee must
be submitted in addition to the applicable fee and the envelope
should be clearly marked Special Handling Service Requested. The
rush fee does NOT include overnight return service.
FEEI00.6 For complex transactions AQHA may charge for excess
time expended by employees at a minimum fee of $100.00 per hour.
AQHA will notify you if your case falls into this category prior to
completing any work.
FEEIOI. Fees for AQHA registration and membership services as
well as various AQHA programs are available on the AQHA forms and
online at agha.com.
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VIOLATIONS
VI0100. No person shall refuse to assist AQHA, its officers, commit-
tees or agents [) in locating, identifying and inspecting, or to answer
promptly and truthfully any inquiry concerning a horse or an ancestor
thereof, that has been registered with AQHA, or for which application
to register has been made; or 2) to promptly and truthfully give infor-
mation, in form requested, concerning any AQHA matter of which the
person has or may have knowledge.
VIOI1O0L. In the furtherance of their official duties, all AQHA represen-
tatives shall be treated with courtesy, cooperation and respect, and no
person shall direct abusive or threatening conduct or language
toward them.
VI0102. No person or entity shall bribe, or attempt to bribe, an
AQHA representative, AQHA-approved judge or any other official of an
AQHA-approved event.
VI0103. Any member may be suspended and denied AQHA privileges
and any non-member may be denied AQHA privileges by AQHA’s Execu-
tive Vice President for failure to timely file with AQHA any report or
document (including registration related documents) required by the
rules of AQHA or submit a response to an AQHA inquiry; provided, how-
ever, that fifteen (I5) days before action by the Executive Vice Presi-
dent, written notice of the delinquent report/response and the intention
to suspend and/or deny AQHA privileges shall be mailed to such mem-
ber or non-member. Upon suspension and/or denial of AQHA privileges
by the Executive Vice President, the name, address, city and state of
such member or non-member and description of disciplinary action may
be published in The American Quarter Horse Journal or on AQHA's
official web site, agha.com. Any suspension and/or denial of AQHA
privileges under this rule shall terminate upon the filing of the requisite
report/response.
VIO104. A member or nonmember shall not conspire with another
person or persons to intentionally violate AQHA rules, or to knowingly
contribute or cooperate with another person or persons, either by
affirmative action or inaction, to violate AQHA rules.
VI0105. All information furnished AQHA as a basis for any action by
AQHA or any of its officers shall be true and correct.
VIOI106. Ownership of an issued registration certificate remains
with AQHA,; it is issued in reliance on a written application submitted
and attested by the owner at time of foaling and upon the express
condition that AQHA has the privilege to correct and/or cancel the
certificate for cause under its rules and regulations.
VIO0107. No change or alteration of a registration certificate shall be
made except by AQHA or its official representative upon proper show-
ing of the necessity for such change or alteration, by reason of change
in color or markings, or mistake; nor shall any person display or adver-
tise, or have in his possession, a certificate that has been changed or
altered otherwise than by AQHA or on its authority.
VI0108. No person or entity shall:
VI0108.1 refuse an AQHA request for the return of a registration
certificate, either before, after or pending hearing to determine
registration or participation privilege in AQHA-approved events.
AQHA may retain possession of a certificate until resolution of the
matter for which the return of the certificate was requested;
VI0108.2 issue, sell, exchange, give away or receive, or offer a
false or fraudulent certificate, representing the same to be a genu-
ine official certificate issued by AQHA;
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VI10108.3 represent any horse owned or managed by him to be AQHA
registered unless the same be registered in the official Stud Book;
VI0108.4 represent as a registered American Quarter Horse any
horse other than the horse for which the registration certificate
was issued;

VI0108.5 advertise or enter in any American Quarter Horse event
or competition any AQHA registered horse by a name other than
that by which the horse is registered;

VI0108.6 represent, by advertisement, claim or otherwise, that a
horse registered with AQHA has earned or is entitled to any official
AQHA designation or honors prior to actual recording of such des-
ignation or honor in the records of AQHA;

VI10108.7 hide or attempt to hide the natural markings of a horse
by surgery (in addition to the violator being disciplined, horse shall
be disqualified);

VI0108.8 at any time, apply any substance, including but not
limited to any type of colorant, dye, glue or hair to hide or attempt
to hide the natural markings of a horse (in addition to the violator
being disciplined, horse shall be disqualified);

VI0108.9 at any time, apply any substance, including but not lim-
ited to any type of colorant, dye, glue or hair to a horse’s shoulder,
belly, flank or head (in addition to the violator being disciplined
(minimum level I; see VIO202 below), the horse shall be disqualified).

VI10200. INHUMANE TREATMENT. No person shall treat any

horse in an inhumane manner. This prohibition against inhumane

treatment applies to AQHA members and nonmembers. Inhumane
treatment shall include, but not be limited to, the prohibited conduct
specified below. Inhumane treatment to horses other than American

Quarter Horses and other animals used in competition is included in

this prohibition as it indicates a general course of dealing with horses

which is unacceptable to AQHA.
VI10200.1 For purposes of this rule, a person responsible for the
care of a horse is also responsible for and may be disciplined for the
inhumane conduct of their trainers, agents, representatives and
employees. For violation of this rule, an individual may be disci-
plined, suspended, fined, denied AQHA privileges, disqualified,
expelled from show grounds and/or expelled from AQHA.

VI020L1. Inhumane treatment of any horse or any other animal on show

grounds is strictly prohibited. Treatment of any horse will be considered

inhumane if a person, educated or experienced in accepted equine training
techniques, would perceive the conduct of an individual to be inhumane.

VI0202. For purposes of this rule, a fines and penalty system has

been established based on the severity of the offense. All offenses per

V10204 below will be assigned a minimum level of offense (level | =

mild; level 2 = moderate; level 3 = severe). Depending on the facts of

a situation, the level of offense may be increased.

VI10203. Warning or Show Ground Removal cards will be issued

based on the frequency and level of offense.

VI10204. Inhumane treatment includes, but is not limited to:
VI0204.1 placing an object in a horse’s mouth so as to cause
undue discomfort or distress (minimum level 2);

VI0204.2 |eaving a bit in a horse’s mouth for extended periods of
time so as to cause undue discomfort or distress (minimum level [);
VI10204.3 tying a horse’s head up (above withers), back or
around in a stall or anywhere at an AQHA event (minimum level 2);

VI10204.3.1 tying a horse in a stall without access to food or
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water for an extended period of time. (minimum level I)
VI0204.4 lounging or riding a horse in a manner as to cause
undue discomfort or distress to the horse (minimum level I);
VI0204.5 tying or fastening any foreign object onto a horse,
halter, bridle and/or saddle in order to de-sensitize the horse
(minimum level 2);

VI10204.6 use of training techniques or methods such as poling
or striking a horse’s legs with objects (minimum level 2);
V10204.7 excessive spurring or whipping (minimum level I);

VI10204.7.1: Hitting the horse on the head (minimum level 2)
V10204.8 excessive jerking of reins (minimum level I);
VI10204.9 excessive fencing (minimum level [);

VI10204.10 excessive spinning (defined as no more than eight
(8) consecutive turns in either direction) (minimum level I);
V10204.11 schooling over ramped oxers in reverse order (i.e., from
highest to lowest instead of lowest to highest) (minimum level [);
V10204.12 schooling using rails higher than four (4) feet (mini-
mum level [);

VI10204.13 use of prohibited equipment, including, but not limited to:
unprotected lip chains (see SHW355.1.1); saw tooth bits; hock hobbles;
tack collars; tack curb straps or tack hackamores; whips used for
showmanship; war bridles or like devices; wire or solid metal curb
straps no matter how padded; wire cavesson; wire or cable tie-downs;
bumper bits; metal bosals (no matter how padded); metal longeing
hackamores; chambons; headstalls made of metal (ho matter how
wrapped or padded), twisted rawhide, or rope may not be used on a
horse’s head (3/8 inch rope may be used with a slip/gag bit or a bon-
net); running martingales used with curb bits used without rein stops;
(minimum level 2); belly bands; excessively tight cavessons; riding in a
curb bit without a curb strap; draw reins attached between or around
the front legs will not be allowed; side reins (direct rein from bit to cinch
or surcingle); (minimum level I);

VI10204.14 use of any item or appliance that restricts the circula-
tion of the horse’s tail (minimum level 3); use of any item or appli-
ance other than a weighted tail that restricts movement of the
horse’s tail (minimum level I); use of any drug, chemical, foreign
substance, surgical procedure or trauma that would alter a horse’s
normal tail function (minimum level 2)

VI10204.15 the use of any substance, including but not limited to
any type of colorant, dye, glue or hair to hide an injury created by
intentional or negligent treatment, prohibited training techniques or
prohibited equipment. For purposes of this rule, “injury” is defined as
an open wound, raw area and/or scabbed area. (minimum level 2).
VI10204.16 a horse which appears to be sullen, dull, lethargic,
emaciated, drawn or overly tired (minimum level );

VI0204.17 intentional or negligent treatment which results in
any bleeding, open wound and/or raw area - intentional (minimum
level 3); unintentional (minimum level [); for purposes of this sec-
tion, “negligence” is the failure to exercise care that a reasonably
prudent person would exercise. Regardless of whether the bleed-
ing, open wound and/or raw area resulted from intentional or neg-
ligent treatment, the horse shall be disqualified.

VI0204.18 applying excessive pressure on or excessively jerking of
a halter lead shank or an allowed safety lead (minimum level 2).
VI0204.19 any other treatment or conduct deemed by a show
official to be inhumane or abusive (minimum level [).
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VI10204.20 It is prohibited to pour any substance into a horses ears

unless it is for a therapeutic purpose, which must be documented in a

properly completed Medication Report Form_(minimum level 2).
VI10205. AQHA may accept (I) an individual’s conviction, no contest
plea, or deferred adjudication or (2) judicial confiscation of a horse
under state, federal, provincial or international law, for an offense of
cruelty to or inhumane treatment of a horse, whether or not an
American Quarter Horse is involved, as a presumptive violation of this
rule, the effect of which is to automatically suspend the individual
from AQHA membership privileges, or deny such privileges, for a
period of no less than two (2) years after AQHA receives notice of the
conviction, no contest plea, deferred adjudication or judicial confisca-
tion. After the expiration of the two-year suspension, the individual
may apply for reinstatement. AQHA may also temporarily suspend an
individual charged or indicted pursuant to state, federal, provincial or
international law for an offense of cruelty or inhumane treatment of a
horse, whether or not an American Quarter Horse. Such temporary
suspension may remain in place pending the outcome of the legal
proceedings made basis of the charge or indictment.
VI0206. AQHA may accept suspension rulings pertaining to cruel or
inhumane treatment of horses from other recognized equine related
associations and state racing commissions, the effect of which is to
automatically suspend the individual from AQHA membership privi-
leges, or deny such privileges, for a length of time equal to the sus-
pension for which reciprocity is given.
Vi10220. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT or any other
form of misconduct that is irresponsible, illegal, indecent, profane,
intimidating, threatening or abusive is prohibited. This provision
applies to:

VI10220.1 AQHA members, nonmembers, exhibitors, trainers,

owners, owner representatives, spectators and all other persons on

the show grounds of an AQHA-approved event; and

VI10220.2 AQHA members on the show grounds of an event held

in conjunction with an AQHA-approved event; and

V10220.3 AQHA members on the show grounds of an event during

which an AQHA-approved class is held regardless of whether the con-

duct is associated with or occurs during an AQHA-approved class.
VI10221. Show management may immediately expel individuals exhibit-
ing unsportsmanlike conduct from show grounds and shall file a written
report with AQHA concerning the conduct in question.
VI0230. INHIBITING COMPETITION. Any form of conduct
that inhibits competition at AQHA-approved events is expressly pro-
hibited. This offense includes not only the person suggesting the
prohibited conduct, but all who participate in the scheme or plan.
Such conduct includes, but is not limited to:

VI0230.1 padding classes by entering a horse(s) not otherwise

qualified for the competition to fill a class to increase points;

VI10230.2 paying another’s entry fee, directly or indirectly; or

VI0230.3 encouraging a potential competitor to refrain from

entering the class.
VI023l. For inhibiting competition, an AQHA member may be disci-
plined, suspended, fined and/or expelled from AQHA, and a nonmem-
ber may be denied AQHA privileges. Furthermore, violation of this rule
shall be grounds for AQHA to disqualify the horse(s) entered by the
persons that participate in the scheme or plan prohibited by this rule.
VI0232. To assist AQHA in the promotion of true competition, any
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person approached by another to cooperate in a scheme or plan to
inhibit competition shall immediately report the matter to show man-
agement and then to AQHA in writing within 10 days, failing which, the
person approached may be subject to disciplinary action by the
Executive Committee, the same as the person or persons suggesting
the scheme or plan.
VI0233. AQHA Stewards may immediately issue a warning or
removal cards (from show grounds) to individuals whose conduct is in
violation of AQHA rules and shall file a written report with AQHA con-
cerning the conduct in question. Individuals receiving two warning
cards from AQHA Stewards in a 12-month period may be cited to
appear before an AQHA hearing committee in accordance with
AQHA’s disciplinary procedures. Regardless of whether an AQHA
Steward is present at the show in question or whether an AQHA Stew-
ard takes action regarding violations of AQHA rules, nothing herein
prevents show management or AQHA from taking appropriate action
with respect to individuals who violate such rules.
Vi10240. PROHIBITED ASSISTANCE. If a contestant, while
inside the show arena or show ring, is assisted in any manner by
another person or provides assistance in any manner to another per-
son, the contestant shall automatically be disqualified. This rule does
not apply to co-contestants assisting each other in team events such
as dally team roping, cutting, team penning or ranch sorting. Further-
more, this rule does not apply to a contestant who assists another
contestant if such assistance was necessitated for the safety of com-
peting exhibitors or horses as determined by the judge--however, the
contestant in need of such assistance shall be disqualified.

VI0250. RESPONSIBLE PARTY. The exhibitor, Absolutely

Responsible Person and owner (collectively referred to as “Respon-

sible Parties”) are each responsible for a horse’s condition, presumed

to know all AQHA rules and regulations and are eligible for disciplinary
sanctions for violation of AQHA rules and regulations according to

AQHA’s disciplinary procedures.

VI025I. An individual is an Absolutely Responsible Person if:
VI025L1.1 he/she designates himself/herself on the entry blank as
exhibitor, or authorizes another to designate him/her as exhibitor
on the entry blank;

VI0251.2 he/she signs the entry blank on behalf of himself/her-
self or another, or causes an agent or representative to sign it;
VI0251.3 he/she physically participates in the event by riding or
showing the horse; or

VI0251.4 he/she is the actual trainer, having presented or caused
to be presented the horse at the show grounds for exhibition.

VI0252. Both the exhibitor designated on the entry blank and one
having actual possession of the horse while physically participating
with the horse in the event are conclusively presumed to be autho-
rized by the owner to execute all documents, necessary or convenient,
to allow the horse’s participation in an AQHA-approved event, includ-
ing documents pertaining to drug testing and the use of Lasix. If an
individual is prevented from performing his/her duties, including
absolute responsibility for the condition of the horse, by illness or
otherwise, or is absent from the show, he/she shall immediately notify
the show secretary, and appoint a substitute, and such substitute
shall place his/her name on the entry blank. The exhibitor and owner
acknowledge an exhibitor represents the owner in regard to his/her
horses entered in an approved show.
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VI0253. Upon request of show management or AQHA representa-
tive, every Responsible Party shall:
VI10253.1 permit examination of a horse for determination of the
presence of prohibited surgery, mechanical device, artificial appli-
ance, foreign drug or substance;
VI0253.2 permit examination of a horse for determination of
normal tail function; and
VI10253.3 permit a specimen of urine, saliva, blood, hair or other
substance to be taken for testing.
VI10253.4 Refusal to comply with such request shall constitute
grounds for immediate disqualification of the horse from further
participation at the show, the horse being barred from participation
in future AQHA-approved events or shows for such period as deter-
mined by the Executive Committee or other appropriate committee
and suspension of the Responsible Party’s AQHA membership.
VIO300. PROHIBITED MEDICATION, DRUG, SUB-
STANCE. No person shall cause to be administered internally or
externally to a horse, either before or during an approved event, any
medication, drug, or substance which could affect its performance or
appearance at that event, except for those conditionally permitted
therapeutic medications, the use of which is specifically provided for
in the therapeutic medication addendum and not otherwise prohibited
by governmental regulations.
VI0301. Upon discovery of administration of such prohibited medi-
cation, drug or substance, show management shall immediately
report the matter to AQHA. Any substance, administered internally or
externally, whether drugs or otherwise, or action which may interfere
with the testing procedure or mask or screen the presence of a pro-
hibited medication, drug or substance is forbidden.
VIO302. It is presumed the sample of urine, blood, saliva, hair or
other substance tested by the approved laboratory is the one taken
from the horse in question, its integrity is preserved, and that all pro-
cedures of such collection and preservation, transfer to the labora-
tory, and analysis of the sample are correct and accurate, and the
report received from the laboratory pertains to the sample taken from
the horse in question and correctly reflects the condition of the horse
during the show in which it was entered, with the burden on the
exhibitor or other Responsible Party to prove otherwise at any hearing
in regard to the matter conducted by AQHA.
VI0303. If the laboratory report on the chemical analysis of urine,
blood, saliva or other sample taken from the horse indicates the pres-
ence of a prohibited medication, drug or substance, this shall be taken
as prima facie evidence such prohibited medication, drug or substance
has been administered to the horse either internally or externally.
VI0304. The Responsible Party is eligible for disciplinary sanctions,
whether or not they had actual knowledge of the presence of a prohib-
ited medication, drug or substance, directly participated in the adminis-
tration thereof, innocently miscalculated its retention time in the horse’s
system, or any other reason for which its presence is established.
VI0305. Presence of a prohibited medication, drug or substance in
a horse participating in an AQHA-approved event shall be grounds for
the Executive Committee to take the following action if it is determined
that the use of said medication, drug or substance was not within the
guidelines set forth in the Therapeutic Medication Addendum:
VI10305.1 disqualify the horse from all classes in which it partici-
pates at the show;
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VI0305.2 bar the horse from participation in further AQHA-
approved events or shows for such period as determined appropri-
ate, and, upon request, the owner shall deliver the horse’s registra-
tion certificate to AQHA to either be held during the period of the
horse’s suspension from participation or for purposes of AQHA to
prominently notate the horse’s ineligibility to participate in AQHA-
approved events on the face of the registration certificate. Although
ownership of such horse may, thereafter, be transferred to another
party, the transfer of ownership will not dissolve or shorten the
terms of a suspension/ineligibility to participate; and
VI10305.3 discipline the Responsible Party(ies) under AQHA’s
general disciplinary procedure or offer an administrative penalty as
determined appropriate by the Executive Committee.
VI10305.4 Pending final hearing by the Executive Committee or
such other appropriate hearing committee, the Executive Vice
President may, by giving written notice of its action to the owner of
record at his current address as shown on AQHA records, tempo-
rarily suspend such horse from further participation in an AQHA-
approved event or show.
VI0320. PROHIBITED SURGICAL PROCEDURE,
MECHANICAL DEVICE OR ARTIFICIAL APPLIANCE.
Any surgical procedure, mechanical device or artificial appliance that
could affect a horse’s performance or alter its natural conformation or
appearance is prohibited unless it meets one of the following exceptions:
VI10320.1 surgical procedures performed by a duly licensed vet-
erinarian for the sole purpose of protecting the health of the horse;
VI10320.2 use of a pacemaker or prosthetic eye if the owner files
a written request for permission and requests it be reviewed and
considered by AQHA’s Executive Committee (approval, if granted,
will be noted on the horse’s registration certificate);
VI10320.3 tails lengthened by hair to hair attachment only with
no attachments of any kind to the tailbone. The use of weighted
tails is legal; or
V10320.4 earplugs or cotton in the horse’s ears.
VI0321. Upon discovery of the existence of prohibited surgery,
mechanical device or artificial appliance, show management shall
immediately report the matter to AQHA.
VI0322. The Responsible Party is eligible for disciplinary sanctions,
whether or not they had actual knowledge of the surgical procedure,
mechanical device or artificial appliance, or directly authorized the
surgical procedure or administration of prohibited devices. Purchase,
and subsequent exhibition of a horse with such condition in an AQHA-
approved show makes an individual a Responsible Party under this
rule. Violation of this rule is grounds for the Executive Committee, or
an appropriate committee of AQHA, to take disciplinary action
according to AQHA’s disciplinary procedures.
VI0330. ALTERATION OF TAIL FUNCTION. For the pur-
pose of this rule, normal tail function is defined as “being able to raise
the tail to or above the horizontal plane.” A horse’s inability to raise its
tail to or above the horizontal plane in response to a tail test con-
ducted on-site by an AQHA-approved veterinarian shall be considered
a violation of this rule. An AQHA-approved veterinarian may examine
any registered American Quarter Horse for an altered tail if entered in
any event held in conjunction with an AQHA-approved show, whether
or not said event is approved by AQHA.
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VI10330.1 The above prohibition includes application or adminis-
tration of any drug, chemical, foreign substance, surgical proce-
dure, or trauma, accidental or intentional (as to trauma, this prohi-
bition applies to horses foaled after January [, 1990), which results
in, or could result in, alteration of normal tail function, carriage,
conformation or overall appearance of the horse.
VI033l1. The Responsible Party is eligible for disciplinary sanctions,
whether or not they had actual knowledge of the trauma, authorized the
surgical procedure or directly participated in the administration of any
drug, chemical or foreign substance that altered normal tail function.
Purchase and subsequent exhibition of a horse with such condition in
an approved show makes an individual a Responsible Party under this
rule. Violation of this rule is grounds for the Executive Committee, or an
appropriate committee of AQHA, to take disciplinary actions according
to AQHA's disciplinary procedures.
VI0332. If, upon examination by AQHA or show representative
(after obtaining prior AQHA authorization), a horse’s tail function or
appearance is found to be abnormal, the horse shall be immediately
reported to AQHA. Upon written notification to the owner by AQHA,
the horse’s participation privileges in AQHA-approved events may be
temporarily suspended pending hearing.
VI0333. A horse found to have abnormal tail function or appear-
ance may have its participation privileges reinstated if, upon examina-
tion by AQHA’s approved veterinarians, the tail is found to be normal
in both appearance and function. Unless otherwise specified herein,
a minimum of one year from the time of suspension of privileges must
elapse before the horse is eligible for re-examination at the owner’s
expense. After such examination, participation privileges of the horse
will remain suspended until reconsideration by the Executive Commit-
tee or any appropriate committee of AQHA, which the owner must
request in writing. The owner shall have the burden of persuasion to
prove normal tail function and appearance.
VI0334. In the case of trauma to a horse’s tail which does alter or
could result in alteration of tail function, to shorten the stipulated
one-year period prior to consideration for reinstatement provided
above, the owner shall file a written report concerning the injury and
its circumstance with AQHA within 30 days of the occurrence.
VI0334.1 Upon receipt of this report, at the owner’s expense,
AQHA may require a veterinarian examination that becomes a part
of the horse’s file. The veterinarian must be approved by AQHA.
VI10334.2 Within one year from the filing date by the owner of the
trauma report, if the Executive Committee has, in the meantime,
barred the horse from participation in AQHA-approved events, or if
an owner’s report has been filed, after one year from the date of
Executive Committee action barring the horse, the owner may
request, in writing, a re-examination of the horse and rehearing
before the Executive Committee for a determination as to whether
the horse’s tail function, carriage, conformation and overall appear-
ance is normal. If the Executive Committee’s determination is
adverse, the owner may repeat his request for reinstatement at the
expiration of one year from the date of the latest hearing. The
owner shall have the burden of persuasion to prove normal tail
function and appearance.
Vi0400. THERAPEUTIC MEDICATION ADDENDUM
VI10400.1 Does not apply if prohibited by governmental regulations.
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VI0400.2 Exhibitors, owners, trainers and veterinarians are
cautioned against the use of medicinal preparations, tonics, pastes
and products of any kind, the ingredients and quantitative analysis
of which are not specifically known, as many of them may contain
a prohibited substance.
VI10400.3 A Therapeutic Medication Hotline is available by call-
ing [-800-633-2472.
VI1040l. Prohibited drugs or substances include:
VI0401.1 Any product that contains an ingredient or is a drug
which might affect the performance of a horse as a stimulant,
depressant, tranquilizer, analgesic, local anesthetic or psychotropic
(mood and/or behavior altering) substance. Stimulants and depres-
sants are defined as substances that stimulate or depress the car-
diovascular, respiratory or central nervous system.
VI0401.2 Any substance, regardless of how harmless or innocu-
ous it might be, that might interfere with drug testing procedures.
VI10401.3 Any anabolic steroid
VI0401.4 Any nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID)
other than those other than those allowed by AQHA at the proper
therapeutic dosage as contained in these Guidelines.
VI10401.5 Clenbuterol
VI0401.6 Albuterol
VI0401.7 Any metabolite and/or analog of any of the above
described prohibited drugs or substances.
VI10402. Conditionally Permitted Therapeutic Medication:
Any drug, medication or substance that could affect the performance of
a horse that is used for the legitimate treatment of illness or injury and
is not specified as a prohibited substance as defined in VIO4O0L.l,
VI10401.5, 401.6, or 410.7 above shall be considered a conditionally
permitted therapeutic medication. However, conditionally permitted
therapeutic medications are prohibited and use thereof subjects the
person to disciplinary action, unless all conditions of their administra-
tion are met.
VI10403. Each of the following requirements is a condition to autho-
rize administration of conditionally permitted therapeutic medica-
tions, which shall be verified in a written medication report, available
from AQHA or show management, completed in its entirety, and filed
with show management before exhibition of the horse per VI0O403.3
- VI0403.10 below:
VI0403.1 Administration by a veterinarian who is licensed to
practice veterinary medicine in the state, province or country
where the event is being held (“Licensed Veterinarian”) or from a
written prescription (written instructions) by a Licensed Veterinar-
ian which documents administration of medication is necessary for
the legitimate treatment of illness or injury. The administration of a
conditionally permitted therapeutic medication for the purpose of
transport, grooming, training, etc. is not therapeutic under this
authorization rule.
V10403.2 The horse must be withdrawn and kept out of competi-
tion for not less than 24 hours after the medication is administered,
with the exception of Furosemide (Lasix®), see (VI0405.9).
VI10403.3 Identification of the medication: the name, amount,
strength/concentration and mode of administration.
V10403.4 Date and time of administration.
VI10403.5 Identification of the horse: name, age, sex, color and
entry number.
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V10403.6 Diagnosis of illness/injury, reason for administration,
and name of administering and/or prescribing veterinarian.
VI10403.7 Signature of veterinarian or person administering the
medication. If by prescription (written instructions), a copy must be
attached to the medication report.
VI0403.8 The medication report must be filed with show man-
agement within one hour after administration of the medication or
one hour after show management is available, if administration
occurs at a time other than during competition hours.
VI10403.9 The medication report must be signed by show man-
agement and time of receipt recorded on the report.
VI10403.10 While the medication report must be filed only if the
administered medication will be present in amounts detectable in
blood and/or urine samples at the time of competition/sampling,
exhibitors are hereby cautioned it is their responsibility to determine
whether or not such medication has had time to clear the horse’s
system. If there is any doubt, a medication report should be filed.
VI10403.11 Regardless of whether the medication report require-
ments described above are met, laboratory detection of concentra-
tion levels of an otherwise conditionally permitted therapeutic drug
that are inconsistent with the administration of a therapeutic dosage
of such drug (including, but not limited to, inconsistencies regarding
reported dosage and time constraints) shall constitute presumption
of a violation of this rule, and the Responsible Party has the burden
of persuasion to establish that the drug was administered in a thera-
peutic dosage and not less than 24 hours prior to competition.
VI10403.12 Regardless of whether all of the conditionally permit-
ted therapeutic medication requirements listed in VIO403 are met,
it shall be considered a rule violation if the same plasma or urine
sample contains more than one (I) of the permitted NSAIDs listed in
VI0405.1 - VIO405.7.

VI10404. Restrictions concerning the use of conditionally permitted

therapeutic medications that may be administered within 24 hours of

showing:
V10404.1 Subject to the specified restrictions, only those thirteen
(13) drugs or medications listed in VI0405.1 - VI0405.13 below may
be administered within 24 hours of showing. The provisions in
VI0405.1 - VI0405.13 below contain rules concerning maximum
allowable plasma concentration levels followed by “Guidelines”.

The Guidelines are applicable to most horses. Nevertheless, reli-
ance upon the guidelines does not guarantee compliance with the
rules, since the response of individual horses may vary. Exhibitors,
owners, and trainers should consult the drug manufacturer and
knowledgeable veterinarians for up-to-date information and more
specific advice concerning the therapeutic use of a drug or medica-
tion for a particular horse.

The Guidelines, if heeded, will minimize the chances of positive
drug tests. However, all Responsible Parties are cautioned that the
guidelines are only general guidelines, and it is their responsibility
to see to it that conditions prevail for full compliance with all AQHA
rules. Reliance upon the Guidelines will not serve as a defense to
a charge of violation of the rule in the event of a positive drug test.

Should the testing laboratory report the presence of one of the
drugs or medications listed in VIO405.1 - VI0405.13 below in an
amount greater than what would be consistent with the Guidelines
or at a level higher than a specified maximum permitted plasma
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concentration, the matter will be reviewed and disciplinary action
may be taken.
VI10404.2 Regardless of whether all of the conditionally permit-
ted therapeutic medication requirements for a specific NSAID listed
in VIO405.1 - VIO405.7 below are met, it shall be considered a rule
violation if the same plasma or urine sample contains more than
one (1) of the NSAIDs listed in VIO405.1 - VI0405.7 below.
ViO405. CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED THERAPEU-
TIC MEDICATIONS. Only those 13 drugs or medications listed
below may be administered within 24 hours of showing:
VI10405.1 Phenylbutazone (an NSAID) - The maximum permitted
plasma concentration of phenylbutazone is 15.0 micrograms per
milliliter.

Guidelines: When phenylbutazone is administered, the dose
should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight of
the animal. Each 24 hours, not more than 2.0 milligrams per pound
of body weight should be administered, preferably less. For a 1,000
pound animal, the maximum daily dose is 2.0 grams, which equals
two 1.0 gram tablets, or two 1.0 gram units of paste, or 10.0 cc of the
injectable (200 milligrams per milliliter). Neither a total daily dose
nor part of an injectable dose should be administered during the 12
hours prior to competing. In the event the phenylbutazone is admin-
istered orally, half of the maximum daily dose (1.0 gram per 1,000
Ibs.) can be administered each 12 hours (i.e., 12 hours apart) during
a five day treatment program even if such oral administration
occurs within 12 hours of competition. Phenylbutazone should not
be used for more than five successive days.

VI10405.2 Diclofenac (Surpass) (an NSAID) - The maximum per-
mitted plasma concentration of Diclofenac (Surpass) is 0.005
microgram per milliliter.

Guidelines: Every 12 hours, not more than 73 mg of diclofenac
liposomal cream should be administered (not more than 146 mg per
24 hour period) to one affected site. This 73 mg dose equals a
5-inch ribbon of cream not greater than 1/2 inch in width, which
should be rubbed thoroughly into the hair over the joint or affected
site using gloved hands. Administration of diclofenac cream should
be discontinued 12 hours prior to competing. Do not apply diclofe-
nac cream in combination with any other topical preparations
including DMSO, nitrofurazone or liniments, and do not use on an
open wound. Diclofenac cream should not be administered for more
than 10 successive days.

VI10405.3 Flunixin (an NSAID) - The maximum permitted plasma
concentration of Flunixin is 1.0 microgram per milliliter.

Guidelines: When Flunixin Meglumine (Banamine®) is adminis-
tered, the dose should be accurately calculated according to the
actual weight of the animal. Each 24 hours, not more than 0.5 mil-
ligram per pound of body weight should be administered. For a
1,000 pound animal, the maximum daily dose is 500 milligrams,
which equals two 250 milligram packets of granules, or one 500
milligram packet of granules, or 500 milligrams of the oral paste
(available in 1,500 milligram dose syringes), or 10.0 cc of the inject-
able (50 milligrams per milliliter). No part of a dose should be
administered during the twelve (12) hours prior to competing. Any
medicated feed must be consumed and/or removed at least twelve
(12) hours prior to competing. The medication should not be used
for more than five successive days.
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V10405.4 Ketoprofen (an NSAID) - The maximum permitted
plasma concentration of Ketoprofen is 40.0 nanograms per milliliter.

Guidelines: When Ketoprofen (Ketofen®) is administered, the
dose should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight
of the animal. Each 24 hours, not more than [.0 milligram per pound
of body weight should be administered. For a 1,000 pound animal,
the maximum daily dose is 1.0 gram, which equals 10.0 cc of the
injectable (100 milligrams per milliliter). No part of a dose should be
administered during the twelve (12) hours prior to competing. The
medication should not be used for more than five successive days.
V10405.5 Meclofenamic Acid (an NSAID) - The maximum per-
mitted plasma concentration of Meclofenamic Acid (Arquel®) is
2.5 micrograms per milliliter.

Guidelines: When Meclofenamic Acid is administered, the dose
should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight of
the animal. Each 12 hours, not more than 0.5 milligram per pound of
body weight should be administered, preferably less. For a 1,000
pound animal, the maximum I2 hour dose is 0.5 gram, which equals
one 500 milligram packet of granules. The medication should not be
used for more than five successive days.

VI10405.6 Naproxen (an NSAID) - The maximum permitted plas-
ma concentration of Naproxen is 40.0 micrograms per milliliter.

Guidelines: When Naproxen is administered, the dose should be
accurately calculated according to the actual weight of the animal.
Each 24 hours, not more than 4.0 milligrams per pound of body
weight should be administered. For a 1,000 pound animal, the maxi-
mum daily dose is 4.0 grams, which equals eight 500 milligram tab-
lets. No part of a dose should be administered during the twelve (12)
hours prior to competing. Any medicated feed should be consumed
and/or removed at least twelve (12) hours prior to competing. The
medication should not be used for more than five successive days.
VI10405.7 Firocoxib (Equioxx) (an NSAID) - The maximum per-
mitted plasma concentration of Firocoxib (Equioxx) is 0.240 micro-
gram per milliliter.

Guidelines: When Firocoxib (Equioxx) is administered, the dose
should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight of
the animal. For a [,000 pound animal, the maximum daily does is
45.5 milligrams, which equals 0. milligram per kilogram of body
weight once daily. No part of a dose should be administered during
the 12 hours prior to competition. Firocoxib (Equioxx) should not be
administered for more than 14 successive days.

V10405.8 Acetazolamide — This medication may only be adminis-
tered to horses documented through DNA testing to be positive (N/H
or H/H) for HYPP (Hyperkalemic Periodic Paralysis). While these
rules do not contain a maximum allowable plasma concentration
level for Acetazolamide, laboratory detection of levels of Acetazol-
amide that are not consistent with administration in accordance with
the following guidelines may result in prosecution of a rule violation.

Guidelines: When Acetazolamide is administered, the dose
should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight of
the animal. Each 24 hours, not more than 3 milligrams per pound of
body weight should be administered. For a 1,000 pound animal, the
maximum daily dose is 3 grams.

VI10405.9 Furosemide (Lasix®) - The maximum plasma concen-
tration of furosemide is 100 nanograms per millimeter. Each 24
hours, the dose should not exceed 500mg. Guidelines: When used,
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furosemide must be administered intravenously at least four hours
prior to competition. Medication report must be filed with show
management as required in VIO403 above.
VI0405.10 Isoxsuprine - Guidelines: When administered, the
dose should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight
of the animal. Each 24 hours, not more than 1.6 milligrams per
pound of body weight should be administered (usually divided in
two equal doses given 12 hours apart). For a 1,000 pound animal,
the maximum daily dose is 1,600 milligrams, which equals 80
20-milligram tablets. No part of a dose should be administered dur-
ing the four hours prior to competing. Any medicated feed should be
consumed and/or removed at least four hours prior to competing.
VI0405.I11 Lidocaine/Mepivicaine - This medication may only be
used under actual observation of event management (or designated
representative) and/or the official show veterinarian, either of which
must sign the medication report form, to aid in the surgical repair of
minor skin lacerations which, by their very nature, would not prevent
the horse from competing following surgery. Medication report form
must be filed with show management as required in VIOIO3 above.
V10405.12 Dexamethasone - The maximum permitted plasma con-
centration is 3.0 nanograms per milliliter at the time of competition.
Guidelines: In order to help trainers, owners and their veterinarians
achieve compliance with this rule in connection with the therapeutic
use of dexamethasone, it should be administered in accordance with
the guidelines below. These guidelines include several alternative
scenarios for dose time and route of administration. Whenever dexa-
methasone is administered, the dose should be accurately calculated
according to the actual weight of the animal. Alternative Number |.
(2.0 mg or less per 100 pounds IV or IM at 12 or more hours before
competition). Each 24 hours, not more than 2.0 milligrams of dexa-
methasone injectable solution per 100 pounds of body weight should
be administered intravenously or intramuscularly, preferably less. For
a [,000 pound animal, the maximum daily intravenous or intramuscu-
lar dose of dexamethasone injectable solution is 20.0 milligrams,
which equals 5.0 milliliters of the injectable solution (4.0 milligrams
per milliliter). No part of this dose should be administered during the
12 hours prior to competing. Dexamethasone should not be adminis-
tered for more than five successive days. Alternative Number 2. (0.5
mg or less per 100 pounds IV at 6 or more hours before competition).
Each 24 hours, not more than 0.5 milligram of dexamethasone inject-
able solution per 100 pounds of body weight should be administered
intravenously, preferably less. For a 1,000 pound animal, the maxi-
mum daily intravenous dose of dexamethasone injectable solution is
5.0 milligrams, which equals 1.25 milliliters of the injectable solution
(4.0 milligrams per milliliter). No part of this dose should be adminis-
tered during the six hours prior to competing. Dexamethasone should
not be administered for more than five successive days. Alternative
Number 3. (1.0 mg or less per 100 pounds orally at 6 or more hours
before competition). Each 24 hours, not more than 1.0 milligram of
dexamethasone powder per 100 pounds of body weight should be
administered orally, preferably less. For a 1,000 pound animal, the
maximum daily oral dose of dexamethasone powder is 10.0 milli-
grams, which equals one packet of dexamethasone powder (10.0
milligrams per packet). No part of this dose should be administered
during the 6 hours prior to competing. Any medicated feed should be
either consumed or removed at least six (6) hours prior to competing.

46 © 2020 AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION



Dexamethasone should not be administered for more than five suc-
cessive days.

VI10405.13 Methocarbamol - The maximum permitted plasma
concentration of methocarbamol is 0.5 micrograms per milliliter.
Guidelines: Whenever methocarbamol is administered, the dose
should be accurately calculated according to the actual weight of
the horse. Each 24 hours, not more than 5.0 mg per pound of body
weight should be administered, preferably less. For a 1000 pound
animal, the maximum dose each 24 hours is 5.0 grams, which
equals ten 500 milligram tablets or 50 cc of the injectable (100 mil-
ligrams per milliliter). No dose should be administered during the 24
hours immediately following the prior dose. No part of a dose should
be administered during the 12 hours prior to competing. Any medi-
cated feed must be consumed and/or removed at least 12 hours
prior to competing. Methocarbamol should not be administered for
more than five successive days.
VI10406. Administration of these conditionally permitted therapeu-
tic medications does not require that the horse be withdrawn and kept
out of competition for a period not less than 24 hours after the medi-
cation is administered, nor is there a requirement that a medication
report be filed with show management, except when Lidocaine/
Mepivicaine is used per VIO405.11 above.
VI0500. SUSPENSION: Any member may be suspended and
denied AQHA privileges and any nonmember may be denied AQHA
privileges by AQHA’s Executive Vice President for:
VI10500.1 failure to pay when due any obligation owing to AQHA,
any of its subsidiaries including, but not limited to, Award Recogni-
tion Concepts, LLC, Robin Glen Pedigrees, LLC or to any of its
publications including, but not limited to, The American Quarter
Horse Journal, Quarter Racing Journal and America’s Horse.
VI10500.2 failure to pay when due any obligation owing to an
AQHA-approved affiliate; or an AQHA-approved show; or
VI0500.3 giving a worthless check for entry fees, stall fees, office
charges, stock charges or any other fees or charges including bank
charges for returned check connected with the exhibition of horses.
VIOS50LI. Prior to a suspension or denial of privileges, AQHA will
provide written notification to the member or nonmember of their
outstanding obligation per VIO500.2-3. Unless within 3l days after
date of such notice, the member or nonmember disputes the validity
of the obligation or any portion thereof, AQHA will assume the obliga-
tion to be valid and may proceed with a suspension or denial of AQHA
privileges. If, within 31 days of date of such notice, a member or non-
member notifies AQHA in writing that the obligation or a portion
thereof is disputed, AQHA will obtain a verification of the obligation,
and AQHA will mail to the member or nonmember a copy of such veri-
fication. If the member or nonmember does not fully pay the obligation
within I5 days of date of such verification of the obligation, AQHA will
assume the obligation to be valid and may proceed with a suspension
or denial of AQHA privileges.
VI0502. Upon suspension and/or denial of privileges by the Executive
Vice President, the name, address, city and state of such member or
nonmember and description of disciplinary action may be published in
The American Quarter Horse Journal or on AQHA’s official website, agha.
com. Any suspension and/or denial of AQHA privileges under this section
shall terminate upon full payment of the obligation due.
VI0505. DISCIPLINARY AND APPEAL PROCEDURE.
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Executive Committee Jurisdiction: The Executive Committee is
the forum within AQHA that, initially or ultimately, hears or reviews evi-
dence of alleged violation of rules and regulations by members or non-
members, decides all matters pertaining to registration of horses, and
hears appeals from other committee action. A member may be disci-
plined, suspended, fined and/or expelled from AQHA and any nonmember
may be denied any or all AQHA privileges. Registration certificates may be
altered or cancelled and registration applications denied. Proof neces-
sary to establish a rule violation or registration ineligibility is that quan-
tum of proof that would lead a reasonable person to believe the matter
alleged in the notice of hearing is established by the credible evidence
admitted before the Executive Committee. A majority vote of the Execu-
tive Committee shall determine guilt, and its decision and action shall be
final and binding on all parties.

VIO510. EXTENT OF SANCTION: In regard to any violation of
AQHA rules and regulations, the Executive Committee shall have juris-
diction to invoke sanction, including revocation or denial of member-
ship privileges, revocation of participation privileges in all AQHA-
approved events for a definite or indefinite period, denial of privilege
of access or presence on show grounds of an AQHA-approved show,
and in addition, assessment of fine not to exceed $25,000. Executive
Committee sanction may include denial of privilege to advertise in
AQHA'’s official publications.

VIO5i15. ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE AND SUFFI-
CENCY OF PROOF: Proceedings before the Executive Committee
shall be informal, and rules of evidence, both at common law or pro-
vided by Texas rules of civil or criminal evidence, need not be strictly
observed. The standard by which admissibility is determined is
whether the evidence is such that an ordinarily prudent person is will-
ing to rely upon it. As an AQHA member, the owner or lessee of an
American Quarter Horse, or participant at an AQHA-approved event,
and a person appearing before the Executive Committee, a standing
committee or any subcommittee, agrees that all witnesses and par-
ticipants in such hearing shall be immune from any civil liability what-
soever, including, but not limited to, libel, slander, invasion of privacy,
defamation or product disparagement, for testimony given in the
course of the preparation for or at the hearing.

VI10520. ABSOLUTE RESPONSIBILITY: AQHA rules per-
taining to prohibition of drugs or surgical alteration provide for abso-
lute responsibility for a horse’s condition by an exhibitor, trainer, or
Absolutely Responsible person or Responsible Party as affirmed by
AQHA rules, whether or not such person was actually instrumental in,
or had actual knowledge of, the administration of such drug or sur-
gery, thereby making such person eligible for possible disciplinary
action upon proof of the presence of such drug by laboratory analysis
or existence of surgical alteration. This rule of procedure for disciplin-
ary action pertains to drug or surgical alteration cases in regard to
notice, hearing and effect of suspensions or other sanctions, but
burden of proof and presumptions as contained in said drug or surgi-
cal alteration rules specifically govern such cases.

VI0521. An owner or lessee of a registered American Quarter Horse
may be held responsible for the actions of all third parties in whose
care the owner or lessee places his/her horse, including, but not lim-
ited to, trainers, agents, representatives, exhibitors and employees.
When such third party is convicted of a violation of AQHA rules involv-
ing an owner or lessee’s horse, or if an owner or lessee acquires per-
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sonal knowledge of such rule violation by the third party, the owner or
lessee is responsible to take such prompt and reasonable action as to
protect his/her horse. An owner or lessee may be disciplined in accor-
dance with the rules contained herein, including the enhancement of
penalty rule, for failure to take such prompt and reasonable action.
VI0600. NOTICE OF HEARING: Anyone accused of any viola-
tion shall be given not less than 15 days notice of a time and place for
hearing such accusation by the Executive Committee at which hearing
he shall have the opportunity, in person and by counsel, to present
evidence in his own behalf and to hear and refute evidence against
him. Such notice is deemed received when delivered according to
AQHA’s general notice procedure.
VIO610. TEMPORARY SUSPENSION: Pending final hearing
by the Executive Committee, the Executive Vice President may, by
giving written notice of his action:
VI0610.1 temporarily suspend such member, the effect of which
shall be to deny him further AQHA privileges until the Executive
Committee can hear the matter and take the appropriate disciplin-
ary action; and
VI0610.2 temporarily suspend the registration of the horse in
question, and upon AQHA request, the owner or lessee shall return
the registration certificate to the Executive Vice President, pending
final determination of its validity, the effect of which shall be to
suspend participation privileges in AQHA-approved events.
V10620. PUBLICATION: When a member is disciplined, sus-
pended or expelled, or a nonmember is denied membership privileges,
or when a member or nonmember is temporarily suspended by the
Executive Vice President pending hearing, the name and address (city
and state) of such member or nonmember and description of the dis-
ciplinary action may be published in The American Quarter Horse
Journal or on AQHA’s official website, agha.com. A current list of
suspended or disciplined persons shall be maintained at AQHA’s
office, with the responsibility of each member, horse owner or those
involved in transactions concerning American Quarter Horses, to
contact AQHA for information regarding the membership status of a
particular individual or legal entity.
VI0630. CERTIFICATE CANCELLATION: Upon determina-
tion that a horse is either ineligible for registration or eligible only
upon fulfillment of certain conditions, the registration certificate shall
be cancelled or amended upon fulfillment of those conditions. If can-
celled, the horse shall not participate in AQHA-approved events. If
registration is conditional, the horse shall not participate in AQHA-
approved events until those conditions are fulfilled and the registra-
tion certificate is reinstated.
VI0640. ENHANCEMENT OF PENALTY: The Executive Com-
mittee may enhance suspension, penalty and/or fine of repeat offenders
of AQHA rules and regulations and include owners or lessees who have
repeatedly placed the care or custody of their horses with such repeat
offenders, according to guidelines that it may, from time to time, set to a
maximum of indefinite suspension of membership privileges and/or fine
to a maximum of $25,000. Such disciplinary actions are enhancements
of those disciplinary actions listed in VIO5I0.
VI10641. An owner or lessee of a registered American Quarter Horse
is responsible for the actions of all third parties in whose care the
owner or lessee places his horse, including, but not limited to, trainer
or exhibitor. When such third party is convicted of a violation of AQHA
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rules involving owner’s or lessee’s horse, or if an owner or lessee
acquires personal knowledge of such rule violation by the third party,
the owner or lessee is responsible to take such prompt and reason-
able action as to protect his horse and AQHA from repeat offenses.
Failure by the owner or lessee to take such action, or repeat offenses
by such third parties involving the owner’s or lessee’s horse or horses,
constitutes the owner or lessee eligible for inclusion in enhancement
of penalty under AQHA disciplinary rules.
VI10650. EFFECT OF MEMBERSHIP SUSPENSION: On
or after such time as any person has been suspended, expelled or
denied AQHA privileges, in addition to other provisions of the AQHA
Official Handbook or policy of AQHA, the following restrictions set
forth below shall apply. For purposes of this subsection, the term
“Family” shall mean the person that has been suspended, expelled or
denied AQHA privileges, that person’s spouse and that person’s child.
VI10650.1 That person shall not participate, and shall be ineligible
to participate, in any AQHA-approved event. Such person shall be
ineligible to hold approved judges credentials or any other AQHA
accreditation.
VI10650.2 No horse that is recorded in the name of such person
is eligible to participate in any AQHA-approved event such as
shows or races. No horse that is recorded in the name of such per-
son’s family is eligible to participate in such AQHA-approved events
unless waived by the AQHA Executive Committee.
VI10650.2.1 UNREGISTERED HORSES: In the case of
the sale by a suspended person to an innocent third party pur-
chaser not the owner at time of foaling, when accompanied by
written transfer from the suspended owner to the registration
applicant; or
VI10650.2.2 REGISTERED HORSES: In the case of the
sale by a suspended person, ownership which has not been
recorded in the suspended person’s name, to record ownership
into the suspended person and transfer to the innocent third
party purchaser.
VI10650.3 That person, that person’s family or entity owned in
whole or part by that person’s family shall not register any horse
with AQHA. Transfers to that person, that person’s family or entity
owned in whole or part by that person’s family shall not be pro-
cessed. To prevent hardship on innocent third parties, AQHA has
discretion to waive procedural requirements if all other registration
or transfer requirements of AQHA are fulfilled.
VI10650.4 Signatures will be honored on registration applica-
tions, transfer reports and bills of sale for the purpose of allowing
that person, that person’s family, or entity owned in whole or part
by that person’s family to transfer horses recorded in their owner-
ship at the time of the disciplinary action to innocent third parties.
VI10650.5 No horse shall be registered that is either sired by a
horse or out of a mare owned by such suspended person or their
family if such person is under suspension at time of breeding.
VI10650.6 AQHA shall not accept the signature of such person,
such person’s family member or entity owned in whole or part by
that person’s family on registration applications, breeder’s certifi-
cates or stallion breeding reports evidencing breeding taking place
on or after date of such disciplinary action.
VI0650.7 Written leases filed with AQHA prior to the time of disci-
plinary action and covering horses owned by the disciplined person or
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their family shall remain valid, and the signature of the lessee shall be
accepted during the term of such lease, but for no renewal thereof.
VIO65I1. During the period of expulsion, suspension or denial of
AQHA privileges, failure to comply with these restrictions and any
other express conditions or restrictions of said disciplinary action
may constitute grounds for further disciplinary action.
VI10655. EFFECT OF SUSPENSION ON PRIVILEGES IN
AQHA-APPROVED EVENTS: On or after such time as any per-
son has been denied participation privileges in AQHA-approved
events, but his membership privileges are not affected, the following
restrictions shall apply:
VI0655.1 That person shall not be eligible to participate in any
AQHA-approved event;
VI10655.2 Horses that are recorded in the name of such person,
or owned in whole or in part by such person, are not eligible to
participate in any AQHA-approved event;
VI10655.3 That person shall not be eligible to hold approved
judges credentials or any other AQHA accreditation.
VI0656. During the period of denial of AQHA privileges, failure to
comply with these restrictions and any other express conditions or
restrictions of said disciplinary action may constitute grounds for
further disciplinary action.
VIOG657. If denial or revocation of show privileges includes denial of
access or presence on show grounds, the person shall refrain from
entry or presence on show grounds of any AQHA-approved show
grounds during the term of his or her suspension. Failure to comply
with such restriction may result in (1) further disciplinary action
against such person and (2) disqualification of exhibitors and horses
that such person helped prepare for the show or assisted at the show.
VI0658. Every person who is suspended or otherwise disciplined by
one of the below specified associations may be suspended or disci-
plined by AQHA, upon official notice to AQHA by the disciplining
association, for the following offenses:
V10658.1 unsportsmanlike conduct at a show or contest;
VI10658.2 inhumane treatment of horses; or
VI10658.3 prohibited surgical procedure or injection or adminis-
tration of foreign substances or drugs that could affect a horse’s
performance or alter its natural conformation or appearance.
VI0700. The following associations for which reciprocity shall be
given and which have enacted rules which are materially and substan-
tially similar to AQHA rules are:
Alberta Quarter Horse Association
American Paint Horse Association
Barrel Futurities of America
British Columbia Quarter Horse Association
California Department of Food & Agriculture
Cowboy Mounted Shooting
East Coast Stock Horse Association
Federation Equestre International
International Buckskin Horse Association
National Cutting Horse Association
National Reined Cow Horse Association
National Reining Horse Association
National Snaffle Bit Association
Oklahoma Stock Horse Association
Ontario Quarter Horse Association
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Palomino Horse Breeders of America

Stock Horse Association of Texas

United States Team Penning Association

United States Equestrian Federation

Western States Versatility Ranch Horse Association
World Conformation Horse Association

Prohibited Medication, Drug and Substance Rule Violations

and Discipline
Any laboratory report resulting from random testing conducted by the AQHA

that indicates the presence of any prohibited substance, the presence of any
permitted medication in levels that exceed those allowed under these rules and
guidelines or the presence of more than one NSAID, all of which are violations
of these medications rules, will constitute prima facie evidence that the
substance(s) was administered to the horse either internally or externally in
violation of the AQHA medications rules.

If it is determined that the use of any drug or medication was not allowed by
the medications rules or was not within the guidelines in the AQHA Rulebook,
the responsible party or parties will be subject to disciplinary action. The initial
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determination of whether a medication rule violation has occurred will be based
upon the laboratory results.

The following disciplinary actions may be considered by AQHA, AQHA Show
Rule Violations Committee or AQHA Executive Committee in addressing a violation
of the medications rules. The following are general guidelines only. The AQHA,
AQHA Show Rule Violations Committee or AQHA Executive Committee may assess
discipline (including fines, probations and suspensions) that is equal to, less than
or greater than the discipline provided in the following guidelines based upon the
nature of the violation and the severity of the circumstances presented in each
case. The horse may also be disqualified from all classes in which it participated
at the show for any violation of the medications rules. If disqualified, all awards
and monies must be returned.

Category I - overages of a permitted medication or the presence of more than
one NSAID
*_First offense for overage of one permitted medication - $500 fine; DQ
*_First offense for more than one NSAID (if each NSAID is within allowed
therapeutic levels - $1,000 fine; DQ; 60 day probation
_Second offense — $2,500 fine; DQ; 60 day suspension
»_Third offense - $5.000 fine; DQ; 6 month suspension
¢ _If do not commit a violation for 24 months, violation slate is wiped clean
* _Hearing Committee may assess discipline (including fines, probations and
suspensions) that is equal to, less than or greater than the above disciplin-
ary actions
Category Il - Failure to Timely File Required Medication Reports For Condition-
ally Permitted Therapeutic Medication if Lab Results and Scenario Presented
SUPPORT Legitimate Therapeutic Use
First offense — warning/reprimand
*_Second offense — $1,000 fine; DQ: 60 day suspension
*_Third offense — $2,000 fine: DQ; 6 month suspension
¢ Violations do not count as first, second or third offenses for other Categories
¢ _If do not commit a violation for 24 months, violation slate is wiped clean
* _Hearing Committee may assess discipline (including fines, probations and
suspensions) that is equal to, less than or greater than the above disciplin-
ary actions
Category Ill - Failure to Timely File Required Medication Reports For Condi-
tionally Permitted Therapeutic Medication if Lab Results and Scenario Pre-
sented DO NOT Support Legitimate Therapeutic Use
*_First offense - $1,000 fine; DQ; 60 day suspension
_Second offense — $3.000 fine; DQ; 180 day suspension
*_Third offense — $5.000 fine; DQ: | year suspension
¢ _Violations do count as first, second or third offenses for other Categories
¢ Offenses for use of a prohibited substance do not expire like those
described in Categories | and Il above and shall permanently remain on the
responsible parties’ record.
* _Hearing Committee may assess discipline (including fines, probations and
suspensions) that is equal to, less than or greater than the above disciplin-
ary actions

Category IV - Prohibited
*_First offense - $2,500 fine: DQ; 3 month suspension

»_Second offense - $5.000 fine; | year suspension

_Subsequent offenses - $10,000 fine; DQ; 5 year suspension;

* _Hearing Committee may assess discipline (including fines, probations and
suspensions) that is equal to, less than or greater than the above disciplin-
ary actions

¢ Offenses for use of a prohibited substance do not expire like those
described in Categories | and Il above and shall permanently remain on the
responsible parties’ record.
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REGISTRATION RULES AND REGULATIONS
REGI00. STUD BOOK. The official Stud Book of the American
Quarter Horse Association consists of horses issued registration cer-
tificates based upon their parentage. These certificates shall be either
in the Numbered registry or in that of the Appendix, depending upon
the registration status of the sires and dams. Prior to 1962, foals reg-
istered with AQHA might have been in the registries labeled Num-
bered, Permanent, Tentative, Old Appendix and New Appendix, but
only the Numbered and Appendix exist today.

REGI100.1 General Provisions Payment is required at the time

of processing and payable in U.S. funds only. Mailing address: P.O.

Box 200, Amarillo, Texas 79168. Overnight Delivery Address: 1600

Quarter Horse Drive, Amarillo, Texas 79104. www.agha.com. 806-
376-48lI.
REGI100.2 Through the payment of a membership fee to AQHA,
an individual acknowledges that membership in AQHA is voluntary
and agrees to be bound by all terms and conditions provided in this
Official Handbook.
REGI00.3 A required form must be properly completed in its
entirety and signatures provided as requested.
REGIO0I. Assignment of Burden of Persuasion for Regis-
tration Eligibility. In all proceedings concerned with or affecting
the registrations and records of AQHA, and in all disciplinary actions,
the burden of resolving any doubt as to the true parentage, identifica-
tion of a horse or qualification for registration shall be upon the appli-
cant, owner, lessee or other member or members involved. The deter-
mination, decision and action of the Executive Committee upon all
such questions shall be final and binding upon all parties. As the
above specified party or parties have the burden of persuasion, by
failure to present relevant evidence concerning such questions to
AQHA or at a hearing scheduled to resolve the question, they shall be
deemed to have waived their right to later present such evidence to a
court of law, if they seek judicial review of AQHA’s action.
REGI01.1 Burden of Persuasion. The burden of persuasion of
a controverted registration fact is that amount of evidence admis-
sible under AQHA’s rules pertaining to disciplinary procedure,
which will convince an ordinary prudent person.
REGI01.2 Parentage Testing. Genetic tests may be required as
the Executive Committee determines, including, but not limited to,
questions of true parentage or identification of horses. Taking into
consideration the results of such tests, and other information as may
be available, the Executive Committee may authorize such correc-
tions in the records as may be determined necessary or appropriate.
REGI01.3 Conditional Issuance. The certificate evidencing
registration is issued on the following condition, which shall be
printed on the face thereof: “This certificate is issued in reliance on
the written application signed and attested by the individual speci-
fied by AQHA rules; and upon the express condition that AQHA has
the privilege to correct and/or cancel the certificate for cause
under its rules and regulations.”
REGI01.4 Registration of Offspring. In order to protect
innocent, third party owners of offspring that are the product of
breedings of previously eligible parents taking place prior to date of
cancellation of the registration certificate of a parent or parents,
such offspring are eligible for registration; however, a previously
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issued registration certificate shall be recalled to designate the
pedigree behind the cancelled parents as “unknown.”

REGI102. REGISTRATION PROCEDURES. To register a horse:
REGI102.1 The record owner or record lessee of the foal’s dam at
time of foaling (at time of breeding if an embryo transfer foal) is
responsible for submitting a properly completed and signed regis-
tration application and a completed and signed breeder’s certifi-
cate. In the event a frozen embryo permit is used to register a foal,
the owner of the permit shall sign the registration application as the
owner at time of foaling.

REGI02.2 Each registration application must be completed and
signed by the owner of the foal’s dam at the time of foaling (at time of
breeding if an embryo transfer foal) by the dam’s lessee (if a record of
the lease is on file with AQHA) or by a person authorized to sign for the
owner or lessee (if a record of the authorization is on file with AQHA)
for the foal to be eligible for registration. In the event a frozen embryo
permit is used to register a foal, the owner of the permit shall sign the
registration application as the owner at time of foaling.
REGI02.2.1. In regard to involuntary transfers pertaining to an
unregistered horse, including, but not limited to court judgment,
stableman’s lien or security interest foreclosure, AQHA may accept
the signature of the interested party or stableman on a foal applica-
tion for registration in lieu of the record mare owner at time of foal-
ing and on a transfer report if: (1) the interested party had posses-
sion of the unregistered horse and its dam at time of foaling, (2) the
judgment or foreclosure was made against the owner as reflected on
AQHA records, (3) the stallion owner at time of breeding provides a
breeder’s certificate, (4) the foal is parentage verified through DNA
testing, (5) all other registration requirements are satisfied, and (6)
the interested party signs an indemnity waiver releasing AQHA from
all future claims pertaining to the horse.
REGI102.2.2. In the event an interested party did not have pos-
session of the mare and foal at time of foaling, the interested party
will need to provide a court judgment as evidence of ownership
being awarded to them. AQHA may accept the signature of the
party awarded ownership by the court on a foal application for
registration in lieu of the record mare owner at time of foaling and
on a transfer report so long as: (1) the judgment explicitly identifies
the horse, (2) the judgment was against the owner reflected on
AQHA records for the mare at time of foaling, (3) the stallion owner
provides a breeder’s certificate, (4) the foal is parentage verified
through DNA testing, (5) all other registration requirements are
satisfied, and (6) the interested party signs an indemnity waiver
releasing AQHA from all future claims pertaining to the horse.
REGI102.3 If one parent of the horse being registered is a Thor-
oughbred, AQHA must receive information in form requested by
AQHA by which AQHA can verify the Thoroughbred’s current owner,
pedigree and registration status with The Jockey Club of North
America (“The Jockey Club”), or a Thoroughbred registry recog-
nized by The Jockey Club (“Recognized Thoroughbred Registry”).
The ownership as listed with The Jockey Club or a Recognized
Thoroughbred Registry at the time of the registration application
will be used for AQHA records. As to subsequent registration appli-
cations for offspring, if the application indicates an ownership
change of the Thoroughbred, it will be necessary for AQHA to verify
such ownership change with The Jockey Club or a Recognized
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Thoroughbred Registry. Thoroughbreds must comply with AQHA
white requirements found in REGI09.8 and AQHA may require four
color photographs clearly showing all white markings.
REGI102.4 Each horse will be registered to the name of the record
owner (or record lessee) of the dam at the time the horse was
foaled (if foal is the result of embryo transfer refer to REGII2 and
REGII3), and that owner or lessee (or authorized agent) must sign
the registration application. That record owner or lessee must have
a current membership when the application is submitted or a non-
member registration fee will be required.
REGI102.5 When a registration application shows the horse to be
registered has white markings beyond the prescribed lines in
REGI09.8, excessive white markings or white spot or spots, pic-
tures of the horse shall be required and the horse may be inspected
to determine if parentage verification is required before the appli-
cation is processed.
REGI02.6 When a horse is inspected for possible excessive
white markings, the owner will pay AQHA a $50 inspection fee prior
to the inspection. If the horse is found to be within the limitations
described in REGI09.8 and its actual markings are shown to be as
indicated on the registration application and other material submit-
ted, the inspection fee will be refunded.
REGI02.7 If after the horse is foaled, changes of ownership
occur, then each change requires a properly completed and signed
transfer report.
REGI02.8 Parentage must be verified through genetic testing
before a foal can be registered if:
REGI02.8.1 either of the parents was less than 2 years of age
at time of conception;
REGI02.8.2 it was the result of an embryo/oocyte transfer;
REGI102.8.3 it was conceived by the use of cooled transported
semen;
REGI102.8.4 it was conceived by the use of frozen semen;
REGI102.8.5 it was more than 48 months of age at time appli-
cation for registration is made;
REGI102.8.6 its dam was exposed to more than one stallion
within a 30 day time period;
REGI102.8.7 it has white markings exceeding the limitations
specified in REGI09.8;
REGI102.8.8 it is foaled January |, 2007, or after and is a
descendant of Impressive 0767246 as required in REGI09.3;
REGI102.8.9 the Executive Committee has justifiable cause to
question its parentage.
REGI102.9 Registration applications for horses foaled in a country
recognized by AQHA as an international affiliate should be submitted
for processing to the affiliate and submission to AQHA for approval.
Properly completed registration applications received by AQHA with-
out evidence of such processing will require notification by AQHA to
the recognized international association that such application has
been received and processed. Applicant shall not be required to pay
an additional fee, other than usual AQHA registration fees, for this
service and shall not be required to be a member of the international
association; however, those applicants who are not AQHA members
will be subject to AQHA’s nonmember fee schedule.
REGI103. NAMING A HORSE. Each horse for which registration
is applied must be given a name acceptable to AQHA.
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REGI03.1 The name must not exceed 20 characters, including
letters, numbers and blank spaces.
REGI103.2 Arabic numerals are permitted as a suffix.
REGI03.3 Punctuation marks are not permitted.
REGI103.4 A name may be reused if all of the following criteria are
met by the horse originally issued the name:
REGI103.4.1 is deceased as evidenced by AQHA records;
REGI103.4.2 does not have a performance record (show or race);
REGI103.4.3 has not received any AQHA special achievement
recognition award or alliance recognition that appear on AQHA
records as an award;
REGI103.4.4 does not have offspring with a performance
record (show or race) nor any AQHA special achievement recog-
nition award or alliance recognition that appear on AQHA
records as an award;
REGI103.4.5 does not have produce or get younger than 10
years of age.
REGI03.5 A name may be reserved for a period of one year from
the date AQHA receives a written reservation request and the appli-
cable non-refundable fee. Should the name not be used within that
time period, the name will be released without further notice by
AQHA unless, prior to the expiration of the reservation, the name is
reserved again for another one year period per the procedure
immediately above.
REGI04. OBTAINING A NUMBERED CERTIFICATE.
Except as otherwise limited on proper compliance with the rules and
regulations of AQHA, a stallion, mare, gelding or spayed mare may be
registered in the Numbered section of the Stud Book that:
REGI104.1 has a Numbered American Quarter Horse sire and a
Numbered American Quarter Horse dam. Such horse, when regis-
tered, shall receive a registration number. For horses foaled on or
after January [, 1992, any undesirable trait or condition commonly
considered a ‘Genetic Defect’ as listed in REGIO9 shall be recorded
on the registration certificate.
REGI04.2 previously has been listed in the Appendix, and the
following conditions are met: (1) the horse has qualified for Register
of Merit in AQHA-approved events not restricted in any way (youth
and/or amateur Register of Merit do not qualify a horse for
advancement); (2) AQHA has received a signed statement from a
licensed veterinarian certifying that the horse does not have a par-
rot mouth per REGI09.I and (3) AQHA has received photographs of
the horse clearly showing all white markings and (4) if the horse is
a stallion, AQHA has received a signed statement from a licensed
veterinarian certifying it is not cryptorchid per REG 109.2. Horses
having parrot mouth, cryptorchidism, HYPP or excessive white
markings are not eligible for advancement. When a horse is
advanced, it is necessary to surrender the registration certificate
before a Numbered certificate can be issued.
REGI104.3 was previously listed in the Appendix and attains a
registration number, any offspring listed in the Appendix shall on
that date become eligible for advancement to the Numbered regis-
try. Advancement of such offspring to the Numbered registry shall
be on request from the record owner and accompanied by the
Appendix registration certificate, or
REGI104.4 was foaled in an international country having a Quar-
ter Horse Association recognized by AQHA that operates its own
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stud book; was issued a registration certificate by such interna-
tional association; and which traces to a minimum of 93.75 percent
(15/16) lineage to horses issued Numbered registration certificates
by AQHA. To receive such Numbered certificate from AQHA, the
horse’s owner must make application through the recognized inter-
national association in the country he resides to supply AQHA all
required proof of breeding and identification with appropriate fee.
REGI05. OBTAINING AN APPENDIX CERTIFICATE.
Except as otherwise limited on proper compliance with the rules and
regulations of AQHA, a stallion, mare, gelding or spayed mare that has
one parent with an AQHA number and the other parent registered in
the Appendix, The Jockey Club of North America or any Thorough-
bred registry recognized by The Jockey Club of North America may be
listed in the Appendix.
REGI05.1 For horses foaled on or after January I, 1992, any unde-
sirable trait or condition commonly considered a ‘Genetic Defect’ as
listed in REGIO9 shall be recorded on the registration certificate.
REGI105.2 When application is made to register a foal sired by an
unnamed Thoroughbred stallion or out of an unnamed Thoroughbred
mare, that stallion or mare must be named with approval of The
Jockey Club before the registration of the foal can be completed.
REGI05.3 Horses listed in the Appendix shall be eligible to com-
pete in AQHA-approved events subject to meeting the requirements
established for these events.
REGI105.4 Any stallion or mare listed in the Appendix that cannot
qualify for at least one of the Registers of Merit shall remain in the
Appendix, unless both parents have qualified for a Numbered AQHA
registration certificate and the foal meets all other requirements.
REGI05.5 A horse is eligible to receive an Appendix certificate if
foaled in an international country with a Quarter Horse association
recognized by AQHA which operates its own stud book; was issued
a registration certificate by such association; and which traces to a
minimum of 93.75 percent (I5/16) lineage to horses registered with
the AQHA and the Jockey Club of North America or any Thorough-
bred registry recognized by the Jockey Club of North America. To
receive such Appendix certificate from AQHA, the horse’s owner
must make application through the recognized international asso-
ciation in the country he resides to supply AQHA all required proof
of breeding and identification with appropriate fee.
REGI06. HORSES NOT ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTRATION
INCLUDE:
REGI06.1 offspring resulting from an Appendix registered sire or
dam bred to another Appendix registered horse;
REGI06.2 offspring resulting from an Appendix registered sire or
dam bred to a Thoroughbred sire or dam;
REGI106.3 a horse having white markings beyond the proscribed
lines as listed in REGI09.8 shall be subject to cancellation where the
registration application fails to indicate or misrepresents the horse’s
actual markings and the horse cannot be parentage verified,;
REGI106.4 foals born on or after January |, 2007, and testing
homozygous positive for HYPP (H/H).
REGI07. EXTRAORDINARY REGISTRATION
REGI07.1 The Executive Committee shall have authority to
declare eligible for registration as breeding stock only, a horse
whose registration certificate has been previously cancelled, but, in
the majority opinion of the Executive Committee, is outstanding by
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performance or produce, and thus worthy of registration as breed-
ing stock, though lacking some technical requirement of AQHA
rules to allow it to remain registered.
REGI07.1.1 “Outstanding by performance or produce” shall
mean that the horse, before its certificate was cancelled,
attained the designation of “AQHA Superior Event Horse,” or that
one or more of its offspring attained such designation.
REGI107.1.2 The Executive Committee shall accept as breeding
stock only those horses that have a sire or dam which have a Num-
bered certificate and (I) the other parent so registered; or (2)
listed in the AQHA Appendix registry; or (3) registered with The
Jockey Club of North America or any Thoroughbred registry rec-
ognized by The Jockey Club of North America; or (4) is proven to
the satisfaction of the Executive Committee by genetic testing to
be eligible by pedigree for a registration status named above.
REGI07.1.3 A horse is not eligible for consideration under this
rule if it has any condition listed in REGIO9 as a genetic defect.
REGI07.2 An owner may make application for consideration
under this rule by payment of the requisite fee and submission of
such photographs, reports of pedigree substantiation and other
supporting materials as the Executive Committee may, from time to
time, require.
REGI08. GENETIC TESTING
REGI08.1 If there is justifiable cause to question parentage of a
foal, the Executive Committee may require the foal, sire and dam to
be genetically tested, the expenses of which shall be allocated as
the Executive Committee determines. The results of this test,
together with other available information, may be taken into con-
sideration by the Executive Committee in its determination of the
foal’s parentage as recognized by AQHA. Such genetic testing shall
be done by an organization approved by AQHA.
REGI08.2 The owner or lessee of a stallion exposed to one or
more mares, shall, at his own expense, file with AQHA a written
report of the stallion’s DNA type, obtained from a laboratory
approved by AQHA, and in accordance with procedures adopted by
AQHA. Once such type is filed with AQHA, it is not necessary to
repeat such filing annually, except as requested by AQHA.
REGI108.3 A DNA type for the stallion and mare must be on file
with AQHA prior to the registration of any foal.
REGI108.4 All stallions are required to have a genetic disease
panel test on file with AQHA prior to the registration of their foals
resulting from breeding’s occurring after January |, 2015.
REGI108.5 Effective January |, 2015, only those parentage veri-
fied foals whose sire and dam have tested negative for all genetic
diseases on the genetic panel test will receive the designation
“N/N” for each of the genetic tests.
REGI09. GENETIC DEFECTS AND UNDESIRABLE
TRAITS. In accordance with its Mission Statement and Welfare Poli-
cy Statement, AQHA endeavors to educate its membership and protect
the welfare and integrity of the breed. Part of such endeavor includes
AQHA’s efforts associated with the research, identification and promul-
gation of rules and regulations concerning genetic defects and undesir-
able traits through AQHA's governance process. In that regard,
researchers have noted that the American Quarter Horse does not have
more genetic diseases than other equine breeds rather, AQHA has just
been proactive and taken the lead at identifying genetic diseases
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affecting the American Quarter Horse breed. The conditions listed
below and commonly considered undesirable traits or genetic defects
by the Board of Directors shall be indicated on the registration certifi-
cate for horses foaled on or after the indicated date, once the condition
is known. Upon discovery, the owner shall immediately report such
condition to AQHA for marking its condition on the registration certifi-
cate as provided below. Failure to timely report these conditions may
subject the owner to possible disciplinary action. Genes come in pairs;
each parent contributes one copy to the offspring. With respect to the
autosomal dominant genetic diseases listed below (HYPP, PSSM, and
MH), only one defective gene is necessary to express the genetic dis-
ease in question. Such gene can be inherited from either of the parents
or from both of the parents. With respect to autosomal recessive
genetic diseases listed below (GBED and HERDA), typically, two copies
of an abnormal gene (two copies = a pair) must be present in order for
the horse to show signs of the genetic defect in question. Horses with
only one copy of the defective gene are considered “carriers”.
REGI109.1 Parrot Mouth - either overshot or undershot,
defined by the American Association of Equine Practitioners as “no
occlusal contact between the upper and lower central incisors.”
Designation effective for foals born on or after January [, 1992.
REGI109.2 Cryptorchid - meaning less than two visible testi-
cles descended into the scrotum. Designation effective for foals
born on or after January |, 1992.
REGI09.3 Hyperkalemic Periodic Paralysis (HYPP) -
designation effective for foals born on or after January [, 1998.
HYPP is an inherited autosomal dominant genetic disease. A mus-
cular disease caused by a hereditary genetic defect that leads to
uncontrolled muscle twitching or profound muscle weakness, and
in severe cases, may lead to collapse and/or death. According to
research, this condition exists in certain descendants of the stallion
Impressive, AQHA registration number 0767246.
REGI109.3.1 The following notification shall be placed on regis-
tration certificates of foals descending from the stallion Impres-
sive or any other bloodline determined to carry the HYPP gene:
“This horse has an ancestor known to carry HYPP, designated
under AQHA rules as a genetic defect. AQHA recommends testing
to confirm presence or absence of this gene.” When the parent(s)
tracing from the HYPP line has tested negative for HYPP with an
appropriate designation appearing on their registration certificate,
the above notification is not required, and will, instead, be substi-
tuted by the designation “N/N”; or, after testing negative for the
gene, the notification may be substituted by the designation “N/N”
upon request of the owner at his or her expense.
REGI109.3.2 Mandatory testing for HYPP. At such time as AQHA
requires mandatory parentage verification of any foals to be regis-
tered in either the Numbered or Appendix registry, per REGI02.8
any foal tracing to bloodlines known to carry the HYPP gene shall
be tested for HYPP at the time the genetic testing for parentage is
performed. The results will be designated on the registration cer-
tificate in lieu of the above notification. Such testing will not be
necessary if the foal’s closest ancestors (parents), tracing to the
HYPP line, have been tested negative and designated on their
registration certificates; these foals will automatically be desig-
nated “N/N” on their registration certificate.
REGI109.3.3 Effective with foals born on or after January |,
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2007, all descendants of the stallion Impressive, #0767246,
shall be required to be parentage verified and HYPP tested, sub-
ject to the conditions in REGI09.3.2 above. Any foal testing
homozygous positive for HYPP (H/H) will not be eligible for reg-
istration with AQHA.
REG109.4 Polysaccharide Storage Myopathy (PSSM) is
an inherited autosomal dominant genetic disease that causes
excess glycogen storage in muscles which can result in tying-up,
muscle tremors, and/or gait abnormalities.
REGI109.5 Glycogen Branching Enzyme Disease (GBED)
is an inherited autosomal recessive disease that terminates protein
synthesis which can result in late-term abortions or death in foals
shortly after they are born.

This diagram is an approximate illustration of white markings that are
not considered undesirable or uncharacteristic of the breed as speci-
fied in REGI09.8. The actual provisions of the rule take precedence in
its effect on a particular registration matter, as conformation of a
particular horse does not, in each case, coincide with the dimensions
of this diagram. Horses with markings beyond these guidelines must
be parentage verified prior to registration.
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REGI109.6 Hereditary Equine Regional Dermal Asthenia
(HERDA), also known as Hyperelastosis Cutis (HC), is an inher-
ited autosomal recessive disease that weakens collagen fibers that
connect the skin of a horse to the rest of the horse. Affected horses
can have fragile hyperextensible skin which can result in tears,
scars and lesions. Affected horses are also known to exhibit
impaired healing to such injuries.
REGI109.7 Malignant Hyperthermia (MH) is an inherited
autosomal dominant disease that causes a life-threatening condi-
tion that is usually triggered by exposure to certain drugs used for
general anesthesia. In susceptible horses, these drugs can induce
an uncontrolled increase in skeletal muscle oxidative metabolism
which affects the body’s capacity to supply oxygen, remove carbon
dioxide, and regulate body temperature, potentially leading to cir-
culatory collapse and death if not treated quickly.
REGI109.8 White Markings: A horse having white markings
with underlying light skin beyond any one of the following proscribed
lines shall be eligible for registration by AQHA only if it is parentage
verified through DNA typing the offspring, its sire and its dam. Breed-
ers should be aware that the American Quarter Horse, while long
recoghized, identified and promoted as a solid-colored horse, can
and does occasionally produce offspring with overo paint character-
istics. Such markings are uncharacteristic of the breed and are con-
sidered to be undesirable traits. The following notification shall be
placed on registration certificates of horses exceeding these marking
limitations: “This horse has white markings designated under AQHA
rules as an undesirable trait and uncharacteristic of the breed.”
REGI109.8.1 A line parallel with the ground drawn around the
front leg at the point halfway between the point of the elbow (the
center of the olecranon tuberosity or proximal epiphysis of the
ulna) and the protrusion on the back of the knee (the accessory
carpal bone or lateral styloid process).
REGI109.8.2 A line parallel with the ground at the center of the
gaskin on the hind legs. (The center of the gaskin shall be
defined as an imaginary point on the front of the gaskin equidis-
tant between the stifle joint and the center of the hock.) The top
point of reference to be the bony protrusion on the inside
(medial) of the stifle region (technically known as the medial
condyle of the tibia) and the most prominent bony protrusion at
the top and inside of the hock (technically known as the medial
malleolus of the tibia).
REGI109.8.3 A line around the horse’s neck immediately
behind the poll and through the midpoint of the throat latch.
REGI109.8.4 Within an area described as two inches on either
side of the ventral midline, beginning at a point midway between the
front legs and extending to, and including, the sheath and udder.
REGI109.8.5 Additionally, there is allowed a single area of
white marking with underlying light skin, such that it can be
completely covered with a disk one inch in diameter, either free
standing on the horse’s body or being a portion of white marking
extending past the above proscribed lines.
REGI109.8.7 For determining the above defined marking limita-
tions, an inspection of a horse, including a horse in a standing
position, may be conducted from any angle or distance from the
horse, and the person conducting the inspection may be in a
standing, crouching or any other position.
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REGI10. STALLION BREEDING REPORT
REGI10.1 The owner of every American Quarter Horse stallion
must make a written report showing the exposure of all American
Quarter Horse mares and Thoroughbred mares exposed to said
stallion since the previous November 30. The owner of every listed
Thoroughbred stallion must make a written report showing the
exposure of all American Quarter Horse mares since the previous
November 30. The stallion breeding report must be postmarked or
delivered to AQHA on or before November 30 of the breeding year;
reports for stallions standing south of the equator must be post-
marked or delivered to AQHA on or before June 30 of the breeding
year. If a stallion is leased during the breeding season according to
AQHA records, the lessee must make this written report.
REGI10.2 This report shall include the names, registration num-
bers and breeding dates for all mares owned by the owner of the
stallion as well as mares owned by other parties. Persons using a
retained semen rights permit per REGIII must file a stallion breeding
report or supplemental stallion breeding report listing mares bred
using the stored semen by November 30 of the breeding season.
REGI110.3 Only one foal can be registered per mare listed on a stal-
lion breeding report. In order for multiple foals resulting from breed-
ings to a particular mare to be registered, the mare must be listed
multiple times (with breeding dates) on the stallion breeding report
corresponding to the number of foals sought to be registered.
REGI110.4 Thirty days must elapse between exposure to different
stallions for foals to be eligible for registration. Refer to REGI02.8.6.
REGI110.5 If the stallion for which the report being filed is a Thor-
oughbred, the requirements set forth in REGI02.3 must be met.
REGIil. COOLED TRANSPORTED SEMEN AND FRO-
ZEN SEMEN
REGIIL.1 The stallion owner or lessee shall clearly distinguish
those mares bred using cooled transported semen or frozen semen
on the stallion breeding report.
REGII1.2 In the event a stallion owner wishes to (I) transfer a
stallion, but retain rights to use frozen semen or (2) keep the stal-
lion and transfer semen right permit(s), he may purchase retained
semen rights permits from AQHA. The application for purchase
must be on a form provided by AQHA. The application must be
sighed by the record owner or lessee of the stallion and only the
record owner or lessee can purchase retained semen rights per-
mits. Once a stallion is sold, a former owner or lessee cannot pur-
chase additional permits from AQHA.
REGII1.2.1 Each of the retained semen rights permits pur-
chased may be used as the breeder’s certificate for the registra-
tion of only one foal. These permits shall require only the signa-
ture of the permit owner. AQHA will record the number of out-
standing permits for each individual stallion and that number will
be a matter of public record. It is the ultimate responsibility of a
prospective buyer to confirm with the seller, the number of out-
standing permit applications as of the date of sale.
REGI11.2.2 The ownership of the retained semen rights per-
mits may be transferred. Each transfer of ownership of the per-
mit shall be recorded by AQHA. The rules of transfer of owner-
ship as per REGI24 for transfer of ownership of a horse shall
apply, except the request to transfer ownership of the permit
shall be accompanied by the retained semen rights permit

© 2020 AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION 63



instead of the registration certificate.
REGI11.2.3 Purchaser of the retained semen rights permit is
responsible for filing the appropriate stallion breeding report as
required per REGIIO.
REGI11.3 Any foal resulting from the use of cooled transported
semen or frozen semen must have its pedigree verified by genetic
testing, including sire, dam and foal and/or by other genetic testing
as AQHA deems necessary, all expense of which shall be the regis-
tration applicant’s. In addition, the Executive Committee has the
authority to require parentage verification by genetic testing of all
foals born on any premise receiving transported semen.
REGI11.4 The Executive Committee has the authority to send rep-
resentatives to inspect the premises and practices of any person or
breeding establishment using artificial insemination and no person
shall refuse, upon reasonable request, full access to said premises.
REGI11.5 When a foal is produced by cooled transported semen or
frozen semen, such fact will be listed on its registration certificate.
REGI11.6 With respect to a stallion foaled in 2015 or after, the
semen of such stallion may not be used beyond 2 calendar years
following the year of his death or his being gelded to produce a foal
eligible for registration with AQHA.
REGI12. EMBRYO/OOCYTE TRANSFER
REGI12.1 A horse foaled by a mare that is not its genetic dam but
transferred to her by embryo/oocyte transfer technique shall be
eligible for registration. In addition to other AQHA registration rules,
the offspring shall not be eligible for registration unless:
REGI12.1.1 prior to the intended collection of the fertilized egg,
record owner or lessee has notified AQHA in writing of its inten-
tion to attempt an embryo/oocyte transfer and has paid the
proper fee. For mare enrollments received after collection of the
embryo/oocyte, but prior to foaling, a late fee of $100 will be
assessed, in addition to regular fees required. For mare enroll-
ments received after foaling, a late fee of $200 will be assessed,
in addition to regular fees required. The mare can be enrolled for
her lifetime or the enrollment must be made each year that a
transfer is to be performed, and once made, the fee is not refund-
able, nor can any substitution be made.
REGI12.1.2 its pedigree has been verified through genetic test-
ing of foal, sire and donor mare; and by such other testing as AQHA
reasonably deems necessary to verify the validity of the genetic
testing, all expense of which shall be the registration applicant’s.
REGI12.2 The enrollment notice must be sent by certified mail,
return receipt requested, to preserve for the record owner or lessee
of the donor mare, the only acceptable proof to AQHA of timely
compliance, if such proof is requested.
REGI12.3 In accordance with AQHA-approved procedures, an
embryo/oocyte transfer may be transported from the premises
where the donor mare was located at the time of its removal from
her for use in a recipient mare at another location. To be eligible for
such transportation, notice of intention to transport the embryo/
oocyte transfer shall be given AQHA in conjunction with the
advanced notice of intended collection specified above.
REGI12.4 If a mare is designated with AQHA for embryo/oocyte
transfer for a specific year, but the procedure is not attempted in
the designated year, AQHA must be notified in writing by December
3l of the designated year that the owner has elected not to attempt
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embryo/oocyte transfer. Without such notice, a foal produced the
following year by designated mare is not eligible for registration
without genetic testing for parentage verification. If a mare is
enrolled for her lifetime, all of her offspring must be parentage
verified before they can be registered regardless of the breeding
method used.
REGII2.5 In the event a mare owner wishes to (I) collect an
embryo and freeze it for use at a later date (2) transfer a mare, but
retain rights to use frozen embryos or (3) keep the mare and trans-
fer “frozen embryo permit(s)”, he may purchase frozen embryo
permits from AQHA. The application for purchase of a permit must
be on a form provided by AQHA. Once a mare is sold, a former
owner cannot purchase additional permits from AQHA.
REGI12.5.1 The application for a frozen embryo permit must be
signed by both the mare owner and the stallion owner at time of
breeding to verify identity of mare and stallion and date of fertil-
ization. The stallion owner, if he/she so chooses, may also sign
the breeder’s certificate portion of the application. If the stallion
owner signs the breeder’s certificate portion of the application,
the permit, when used to register a foal, will serve as both the
stallion breeding report and the breeder’s certificate.
REGI12.5.2 If the stallion owner does NOT sign the breeder’s
certificate portion of the application, the permit, when used to
register a foal shall only serve as the mare owner’s signature on
the breeder’s certificate for registration of the foal. Breeder’s
certificate requirements regarding the stallion owner’s signhature
as well as stallion breeding report requirements must still be met
in order for the foal in question to be eligible for registration.
CAUTION: Understand that per AQHA rules, if a stallion owner
transfers a stallion whose semen was used to fertilize the
embryo prior to satisfying the breeder’s certificate and stallion
breeding report requirements, then such requirements can only
be met by the then current owner of the stallion. Such current
stallion owner may or may not agree to satisfy such require-
ments. Whether such current stallion owner does is a private
treaty between him/her and the owner of the mare owner rights
permit attempting to register the foal.
REGI12.5.3 Each of the frozen embryo permits purchased may
be used for the registration of only one foal. AQHA will record the
number of outstanding permits for each individual mare and that
number will be a matter of public record. It is the ultimate
responsibility of a prospective buyer to confirm with the seller,
the number of outstanding permit applications as of the date of
sale.
REGI12.5.4 The ownership of the permit may be transferred.
Each transfer of ownership of the embryo permit shall be record-
ed by AQHA. The rules for transfer of ownership as listed in rule
REGI24 for transfer of ownership of a horse shall apply, except
the request for transfer of the permit shall be accompanied by
the embryo permit instead of the registration certificate.
REGI12.6 In the event a mare owner wishes to (I) transfer a
mare, but retain rights to use frozen oocytes or (2) keep the mare
and transfer “frozen oocyte permit(s)”, he may purchase frozen
oocyte permits from AQHA. The application for purchase of a
permit must be on a form provided by AQHA. Once a mare is sold,
a former owner cannot purchase additional permits from AQHA.
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REGI12.6.1 The application for a frozen oocyte permits permit
must be signed by the mare owner. This permit, when used to
register a foal shall only serve as the mare owner’s signature on
the breeder’s certificate for registration of the foal. Breeder’s cer-
tificate requirements regarding the stallion owner’s signature as
well as stallion breeding report requirements must still be met in
order for the foal in question to be eligible for registration. CAU-
TION: Understand that per AQHA rules, if a stallion owner trans-
fers a stallion whose semen was used to fertilize the oocyte prior
to satisfying the breeder’s certificate and stallion breeding report
requirements, then such requirements can only be met by the then
current owner of the stallion. Such current stallion owner may or
may not agree to satisfy such requirements. Whether such cur-
rent stallion owner does is a private treaty between him/her and
the owner of the mare owner rights permit attempting to register
the foal.

REGI12.6.2 Each of the frozen oocyte permits purchased may be
used for the registration of only one foal. AQHA will record the
number of outstanding permits for each individual mare and that
number will be a matter of public record. It is the ultimate respon-
sibility of a prospective buyer to confirm with the seller, the num-
ber of outstanding permit applications as of the date of sale.
REGI12.6.3 The ownership of the permit may be transferred.
Each transfer of ownership of a frozen oocyte permit shall be
recorded by AQHA. The rules for transfer of ownership as listed in
rule REGI24 for transfer of ownership of a horse shall apply, except
the request for transfer of the permit shall be accompanied by the

r
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Having the correct photos will expedite the registration process so
you can get your papers sooner. When submitting photographs of
your horse, please remember to:

Eontact our office for a brochure on how to photograph your horse)

Picture This )

Use a high-quality digital camera. Avoid instant cameras
because the photos tend to overexpose or fade.

Take photos on a sunny day with the sun behind the photographer.
Always send four basic views - front, rear, left side and right side.
You should include a fifth photo - a 3/4 front view clearly show-
ing the face and all four feet. If someone is helping you, make
sure they are out of this photo.

Position the horse with his legs apart so all four feet can be seen
in each of the photographs.

Do not saddle or blanket your horse and make sure the horse is
clean of mud and debris.

The horse being photographed should be the only horse in the
photo.

Take photos on level ground - steer clear of tall grass and other
obstacles which can block the view of the horse.

Pull back the forelock so head markings can be seen.

Take separate, close-up photos of unusual markings and mark-
ings that fall out of the normal marking area.

Be aware of the background. A solid background is best for light
colored horses, while a dark horse shows up best with a lighter
background.
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embryo permit instead of the registration certificate.
REGI12.7 When a foal is produced by an embryo/oocyte transfer,
such fact will be listed on its registration certificate.
REGI12.8 AQHA may inspect the premises and practices of any
party using or intending to use embryo/oocyte transfer procedures.
REGI12.9 The burden of verifying true parentage is the registra-
tion applicant’s, and any question of parentage shall be resolved
against the registration of a horse carried by a recipient mare
through embryo/oocyte transfer.
REGI12.10 With respect to a mare foaled in 2015 or after any
embryos or oocytes of such mare may not be used beyond 2 calen-
dar years following the year of her death or being spayed to pro-
duce a foal eligible for registration with AQHA.

REGI13. BREEDER AND BREEDER’S CERTIFICATE
REGI13.1 The breeder of a horse is the owner of the dam at the
time of service, except when a mare is held under lease at time of
breeding and written notification of such lease signed by the lessee
and lessor is on file with AQHA, in which event the registration
certificate shall show the lessee as the breeder. When a frozen
embryo permit is used to register a foal, the original purchaser of
the frozen embryo permit shall be listed as the breeder.
REGI13.2 Registration applications must be accompanied by a com-
pleted breeder’s certificate signed by the record owner of the sire and
the record owner of the dam at the time of service. If a stallion and/or
mare is bred while under lease agreement filed with AQHA, the signa-
ture of such lessee on the breeder’s certificate is required.

A breeder’s certificate is not required if:
REGI13.2.1 a properly signed frozen embryo permit is used to
register a foal, as the breeder’s certificate requirements were met
when application to purchase the frozen embryo permit was made;
REGI13.2.2 the same entity is the record owner of sire, dam
and foal;
REGI13.2.3 a retained semen rights permit is used to register
a foal, AQHA requires only the signature of the permit owner on
the permit to verify the service of the sire. Record owner of the
dam at time of breeding must sign the appropriate breeder’s
certificate on the registration application.
REGI13.3 Alteration of information on a breeder’s certificate will
necessitate verification.
REGI113.4 For a horse covered by a lease filed with AQHA, only the
lessee or lessee’s authorized agent may sign a breeder’s certificate
for breedings that occurred during the effective period of the lease.

REGI14. COLORS. Descriptions of American Quarter Horse colors:
REGI14.1 BAY: body color ranging from tan, through red, to red-
dish brown; mane and tail black — usually black on lower legs.
REGI14.2 BLACK: body color true black without light areas;
mane and tail black.

REGI114.3 BROWN: body color brown or black with light areas
at muzzle, eyes, flank and inside upper legs; mane and tail black.
REGI114.4 SORREL: body color reddish or copper-red; mane
and tail usually same color as body, but may be flaxen.

REGI114.5 CHESTNUT: body color dark red or brownish-red;
mane and tail usually dark red or brownish-red, but may be flaxen.
REGI114.6 DUN: body color yellowish or gold; mane and tail are
black or brown; has dorsal stripe and usually zebra stripes on legs,
and transverse stripe over withers.
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CORONET
Any narrow
marking around
the coronet
above the hoof.

HALF PASTERN
PASTERN | A marking that
A marking that includes the

includes only
half the pastern

entire pastern.

SOCK
A marking that
extends from the
coronet halfway
up the cannon

STOCKING
A full marking to
the area of the
knee on the
foreleg and to the

above the bone, or halfway | area of the hock
coronet. to the knee on the | on the hind leg. It
foreleg or halfway | is an extended
to the hock on sock.
the back leg.
STAR SNIP STRIP STAR AND
Any marking on Any marking, usually A narrow marking STRIP

the forehead.

vertical, between

extending vertically

A marking on the

the nostrils. in the area between forehead with a strip
the forehead and to the nasal peak.
the nostrils. The strip does not
have to be an
extension of the star.
BALD FACE |DISCONNECT- BLAZE STAR, STRIP
A very broad blaze. ED STAR, A broader vertical AND SNIP
ltcanextendoutand | STRIP AND marking extending A marking on the
around the eyes and SNIP the length of the face,

it can extend down
to the upper lip and
around the nostrils.
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A marking on the
forehead with a
narrow extension of
the nasal peak and
opening up again
between the nostrils.
These may be

of a relatively uniform
width.

connected.

forehead with a narrow
extension of the nasal
peak and opening up
again between the
nostrils. These may
be connected.
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REGI114.7 RED DUN: a form of dun with body color yellowish or
flesh colored, mane and tail are red or reddish, flaxen, white or
mixed; has red or reddish dorsal stripe and usually red or reddish
zebra stripes on legs and transverse stripe over withers.
REGI114.8 GRULLO: body color smoky or mouse-colored (not a
mixture of black and white hairs, but each hair mouse-colored); mane
and tail black; usually has black dorsal stripe and black on lower legs.
REGI114.9 BUCKSKIN: body color yellowish or gold; mane and
tail black; black on lower legs; typically buckskins do not have dor-
sal stripes.
REGI114.10 PALOMINO: body color a golden yellow; mane and
tail white; typically palominos do not have dorsal stripes.
REGI14.11 GRAY: mixture of white with any other colored hairs;
often born solid-colored or almost solid-colored and get lighter with
age as more white hairs appear.
REGI14.12 RED ROAN: more or less uniform mixture of white
with red hairs on a large portion of the body, but usually darker on
head and lower legs; can have red or flaxen mane and/or tail.
REGI114.13 BLUE ROAN: more or less uniform mixture of white
with black hairs over a large portion of the body, but usually darker
on head and lower legs.
REGI14.14 BAY ROAN: more or less uniform mixture of white
with red hairs on a large portion of the body; darker on head, usu-
ally red but can have a few black hairs in mixture; black mane and
tail and black on lower legs.
REGI14.15 CREMELLO: light (or pink) skin over the body,
white or cream-colored hair and blue eyes.
REGI14.16 PERLINO: light (or pink) skin over the body, white
or cream-colored hair and blue eyes. Mane, tail and lower legs
slightly darker than body color.
REGI114.17 WHITE: body color white; skin is pink; eyes are usu-
ally dark; small black spots may be found in the skin, but usually are
not accompanied by colored hair. Some white horses may be varie-
gated, meaning they have patches of colored hair, usually inter-
mixed with white.

REGI15. MARKINGS. Descriptions of markings:
REGI15.1 SNIP: any white marking between the nostrils.
REGI15.2 STAR: any marking on the forehead.
REGI15.3 STRIP: a narrow marking extending vertically in the
area between the forehead and the nostrils.
REGI15.4 BLAZE: a vertical marking of medium, uniform width
extending the length of the face.
REGI15.5 STAR AND STRIP: a marking on the forehead with
a strip to the nasal peak. The strip does not have to be an extension
of the star.
REGI15.6 STAR, STRIP and SNIP: a marking on the fore-
head with a narrow extension of the nasal peak and opening up
again between the nostrils. These may be connected.
REGI15.7 BALD FACE: a very broad blaze. It can extend out
and around the eyes and it can extend down to the upper lip and
around the nostrils.
REGI15.8 CORONET: any narrow marking around the coronet
above the hoof.
REGI15.9 HALF PASTERN: a marking which includes only
half the pastern above the coronet.
REGI15.10 PASTERN: a marking which includes the entire pastern.
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REGI15.11 SOCK: a marking which extends around the leg, from
the coronet halfway up the cannon bone, or halfway to the knee on
the foreleg or halfway to the hock on the back leg.

REGI15.12 STOCKING: a full marking to the area of the knee

on the foreleg and to the area of the hock on the hind leg. It is an

extended sock.

REGI15.13 ROAN PATCHES; PATCHES OF SCATTERED

WHITE HAIR: areas with white hair scattered through the basic

body color and which do not have underlying light-colored skin.

REGI15.14 PATCHES OF DARKER-COLORED HAIR:

concentrated areas in which the hair has a darker pigmentation

than the surrounding hair of its basic body color.

REGI15.15 DARK SPOTS: patches of dark hair (or basic body

color) within white markings.

REGI15.16 WHORL: hair growth that forms a spiral pattern.
REGI16. RE-REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE. Re-registration
certificates are issued to indicate a change in the sire, dam or foaling year.

REGiII16.1 A re-registration certificate requires a properly com-

pleted registration application, accompanied by a breeder’s certifi-

cate, a stallion breeding report and a statement from the owner (or
lessee or authorized agent for owner) of the dam at time of foaling,
which gives details as to why the horse was incorrectly registered.

In addition, if the foaling year is changed to an earlier year, the dif-

ference between the registration fee paid at that time and the

amount which should have been paid at that time, must be remitted.

AQHA must be provided with the original registration certificate

before a re-registration certificate can be issued.

REGI17. CORRECTION OF A REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE
REGI17.1 The registration certificate shall accurately describe the
horse for which it has been issued. An owner is responsible for imme-
diately reporting any discrepancy on a registration certificate to
AQHA and returning it for correction. The Executive Committee may
cancel a registration certificate if preliminary examination indicates
the certificate does not describe the horse for which it was issued.
REGI17.2 A corrected certificate is issued to indicate a change in
color, markings, gender (male to female or vice versa) or foaling
month; from gelding to stallion; removal of scars or brands which
previously had been indicated on the certificate; or the correction
of a date of transfer. AQHA must be provided with the original cer-
tificate before a corrected certificate can be issued.

REGI17.3 A free correction on a registration certificate may be

made through the 12th month following a horse’s foaling date or six

months from the date a registration certificate was issued, which-
ever is later.

REGI17.4 Correction of an original registration certificate may be

obtained by the current record owner or owner’s authorized agent

by filing the proper form completed in all respects, along with four
full-view current photographs of the horse showing both sides,
front and rear views.

REGI17.5 When a significant correction in the description of a

horse is requested, positive identification may be required if the

ownership is no longer recorded in the name of the original owner

(owner of dam at time of foaling). Such positive identification

requires written affirmation and signature on a photograph of the

horse (clearly showing distinctive markings) from the original
owner or authorized agent stating that the photograph is of the
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horse in question.

REGI17.6 If the application for a corrected certificate contains a

discrepancy that raises a question as to the identity of the horse,

an inspection may be required.

REGII7.7 If a horse is still in the ownership of the party that first

made application to register it, correction of a registration certificate

that is a change of color only may be obtained by the record owner, by
filing a written statement of the correct color. The registration certifi-
cate and correction fee must be returned with the signed statement.

REGI17.8 To correct the date of transfer recorded with AQHA,

AQHA must be provided with signed statements from both seller

and buyer giving the correct date, the horse’s registration certifi-

cate and the correction fee. At AQHA’s discretion and in the interest
of equity, the date of transfer may be corrected upon AQHA’s
receipt of a signed statement from either buyer or seller.

REGI17.9 If a registration certificate is delivered to AQHA's office

for a correction, but the correction items are not in proper order to

issue a corrected certificate, the registration certificate will be
retained by AQHA until the correction can be completed and a new
certificate issued.
REGI18. CHANGE OF HORSE’S NAME. A horse’s name may
be changed so long as it has not:

REGI18.1 competed in an AQHA-approved show or special event;

REGI18.2 started in a recognized race;

REGI18.3 earned a special achievement recognition award as per

SHW8I7;

REGI18.4 earned any money or award with an AQHA affiliate as

shown on AQHA records;

REGI118.5 appeared on any breeding document submitted to AQHA.

REGI19. REPLACEMENT CERTIFICATE. A replacement
certificate is a new registration certificate issued when the original
certificate is in existence but has been defaced. AQHA must be pro-
vided with the original certificate before a replacement certificate can
be issued.
REGI120. DUPLICATE CERTIFICATE. A duplicate registration
certificate is issued when the original has been lost or destroyed and
sufficient proof of loss and proper identification of the horse has been
submitted to AQHA.

REGI120.1 AQHA may issue a duplicate registration certificate after
the current record owner or authorized agent files the properly com-
pleted form and stating the circumstances under which the original
registration certificate was lost or destroyed, and pays the required
fee. Such form is to be accompanied by four full-view current photo-
graphs of the horse, showing both sides, front and rear views.

REGI120.2 If the owner is not AQHA’s record owner, he addition-

ally shall provide AQHA a statement from the last record owner to

obtain the duplicate registration certificate. Such statement shall
describe the circumstances of the transfer and the identity of the
person to whom the registration certificate was delivered.

REGI120.3 If the certificate was lost by a trainer or racing official

at the track, statements from such other persons should accom-

pany the record owner’s request for a duplicate certificate.

REGI120.4 If the application for the duplicate certificate contains

a discrepancy to question the identity of the horse, AQHA may

require inspection.

REGI20.5 To issue a duplicate certificate when the record owner
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or authorized agent cannot be located to complete a statement,
after all reasonable efforts by the current owner and then by AQHA,
the following items are required:
REGI120.5.1 properly completed and signed transfer reports or
acceptable bills of sale reflecting each ownership change begin-
ning with the record owner.
REGI20.5.2 statement signed by each party who had the origi-
nal certificate in his or her possession after the record owner;
REGI20.5.3 a signed statement from current owner giving
details of all attempts to contact record owner.
REGI120.5.4 four current full-view photographs of the horse,
both sides, front and rear views.
REGI120.6 In regard to involuntary transfers, including, but not
limited to, court judgment, stableman’s lien or security interest fore-
closure, when a previous owner is unavailable to verify the where-
abouts of the original registration certificate or refuses to adhere to
a court judgment by delivering the original registration certificate for
transfer, at AQHA’s discretion, and in the interest of equity, require-
ment of statement of the record owner may be waived and the cur-
rent owner deemed eligible for a duplicate certificate.
REGI21. AGE OF A HORSE
REGI21.1 The age of a horse shall be computed on the basis of a
calendar year starting January | of the year foaled. It is a weanling
during the calendar year in which foaled and a yearling during the
first calendar year following its foaling date, regardless of the time
of year foaled. For example, a horse foaled anytime in 201l was
considered to be one year old on January |, 2012, and two years old
on January |, 2013.
REGI21.2 A horse is not eligible to participate in AQHA-approved
events if its age, as determined by examination of its teeth, does not
correspond to the age shown on its registration certificate. Such deter-
mination by tooth examination is to be made in accordance with the
current guidelines of the American Association of Equine Practitioners.
REGI21.3 Every exhibitor, owner or trainer shall, upon request by
AQHA, a show manager or racing steward, permit a tooth examina-
tion to be made by a representative of AQHA and/or a licensed
veterinarian. Refusal to comply with such request shall constitute
grounds for immediate disqualification of the horse from the AQHA
event in progress or any other AQHA-approved event and shall
constitute grounds for suspension of AQHA membership.
REGI121.4 Should such tooth examination show the horse’s age to
not correspond to the foaling date shown on its registration certifi-
cate, such examination shall constitute sufficient evidence that the
horse’s age as shown on its registration certificate is erroneous. The
horse automatically shall be suspended from participating in the
AQHA-approved event in progress and any future AQHA-approved
events pending a hearing before the Executive Committee.
REGI21.4.1 The exhibitor, owner or trainer shall, upon request
by AQHA, a show manager or racing steward, deliver the horse’s
registration certificate to the requesting party who immediately
shall forward the certificate and statements from the person or
persons making such examination and findings to AQHA Regis-
tration Department.
REGI21.4.2 At a time and place designated by the Executive
Committee, a hearing will be held at which time the horse’s
record owner, and/or breeder, shall provide evidence to substan-
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tiate the foaling date shown on the registration certificate. In
absence of substantial evidence to the contrary, the Executive
Committee may cancel the horse’s registration and take appro-
priate action against the person or persons involved.
REGI121.4.3 If the pedigree is substantiated but the age dis-
crepancy remains unresolved, the Executive Committee may
direct an appropriate notation be made on the certificate to allow
the horse to be used for breeding purposes, but prohibiting its
participation in approved events.
REGI22. GELDINGS - SPAYED MARES. When a horse is
gelded or a mare is spayed, such fact should be reported to AQHA
immediately.
REGI22.1 This should be done by providing AQHA the horse’s
registration certificate and a statement from the owner of record
indicating the date the horse was gelded or spayed. At no charge,
AQHA will make the appropriate notation in its records and on the
registration certificate and return the certificate to the owner.
REGI22.2 The track identifier or racing secretary of a track under
the supervision of a state-appointed racing body or the secretary of
an AQHA-approved event may correct a registration certificate to
reflect the fact of gelding by notation on the registration certificate in
an indelible manner, along with the date such notation is made, ini-
tialing such notation. Additionally, such track or show official shall
immediately inform AQHA of such correction to the certificate.
REGI23. SCARS AND BRANDS. All scars, brands and tattoos
on a horse should be shown on its registration certificate.
REGI23.1 Brands, scars or identifying tattoos not appearing on
the certificate will be added by AQHA free of charge if the record
owner submits the registration certificate, a diagram showing the
shape and location of the scar or brands, and the date of injury or
branding, if known; or the location and exact description.
REGI23.2 For white hairs appearing on the scar tissue, on an
area of the horse previously covered by darker hairs, refer to
REGII7.2 and REGII7.4.
REGI24. TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP. Each transfer of
ownership of a registered horse shall be recorded by AQHA.
REGI24.1 The responsible party as specified in REGI24.4 must
submit all transfer items to AQHA immediately after purchase to
ensure prompt service, to reduce the possibility of losing either
certificate or transfer report and to lessen the chance of complica-
tions that might make it impossible to ever record the transfer.
REGI24.2 To record a transfer, the responsible party must supply
AQHA the following items:
REGI24.2.1 the registration certificate of the horse;
REGI24.2.2 a properly completed and signed AQHA transfer
report by the last recorded owner, as well as one from any sub-
sequent owner(s) and;
REGI124.2.3 the required fee, with the membership status of
the buyer determining the applicable transfer fee.
REGI24.3 AQHA will recognize the signature of any one of the
joint owners of the horse on AQHA's transfer report if such owner is
named on the horse’s current registration certificate, except for a
transfer by one joint owner (or agent) to him or herself, which
transfer shall require the signature of one of the other joint
owner(s)/agent(s). Additionally, AQHA will recognize the signature
of any partner when a partnership is a record owner. If such recog-
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nition is not to be permitted, or is to be limited otherwise, the joint
owners or partnership must file with AQHA a written agreement to
that effect, specifying horse’s name and registration number, and
signed by all such joint owners or partners.
REGI124.4 Secller’s Responsibility: The owner of record at time of
sale has the responsibility for completing an AQHA transfer report
in its entirety and for delivery of it to AQHA.
REGI124.4.1 The seller must provide on the transfer report the
correct name and registration number of the horse, date of sale,
name and address of buyer, and sighature and address of seller.
The seller shall deliver the transfer form, along with the registra-
tion certificate, to AQHA, along with any other documents
required to complete the transfer of ownership. Payment of the
required fee shall be a matter of private negotiation between the
buyer and seller and may be paid by either of them, but such fee
must accompany the transfer, with the membership status of the
buyer determining the applicable transfer fee.
REGI124.4.2 Auction Sale: For a horse sold through an auction,
the seller may rely on the auction management to send the reg-
istration certificate, properly completed transfer report and
required transfer fee to AQHA on the seller’s behalf. Ultimate
responsibility for completion and delivery of the transfer report
along with any other documents required to complete the trans-
fer of ownership to the current owner, to AQHA, continues how-
ever to remain with the seller.
REGI24.5 Any alteration or defacement, change or amendment
of a transfer report may necessitate verification.
REGI124.6 When a horse is claimed at a recognized race track,
the racing secretary shall collect a transfer fee and membership
fee, if necessary, from the claimant which shall be forwarded to
AQHA, together with the registration certificate, a written report of
the race showing the date of the race, and the name and address of
the person claiming the horse. Upon receipt of such fee(s), certifi-
cate and report, AQHA will complete the transfer without the report
being signed by the record owner. If the notice of claim and the
supporting documents are received by AQHA within 14 days of the
claim, the transfer will receive free special handling rush service.
REGI24.7 If a registration certificate and transfer report are
delivered to AQHA without sufficient information, the registration
certificate will be retained by AQHA until the transfer can be com-
pleted and recorded.
REGI25. LEASES
REGI25.1 For a lease of a horse to be recognized, written notice of
such lease must be filed with AQHA, signed by both the recorded
owner as lessor, and the lessee. The notice shall specify the effective
date of lease and may not exceed three years. At the expiration of a
three year lease term, the lease must be re-recorded to remain effec-
tive. If the lease term is for a shorter period, it shall also provide a
termination date. To terminate a lease other than expiration of the
lease term, provide written notice to AQHA specifying the termination
date, signed by both lessor and lessee, or by a properly executed
transfer report which shows a change of ownership from lessor to
lessee, signed by the record owner/lessor. No fee is charged for ter-
minating a lease, whether automatic or by subsequent notice.
REGI25.2 Enforcement of the lessee’s limitation on use of the
horse is solely the responsibility of the lessor.
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REGI25.3 Transfers of horse ownership from recognized claim-
ing races terminate a lease.
REGI25.4 During the term of the lease, AQHA will not record
subsequent changes in ownership until the lease is terminated.
Only the lessee or lessee’s authorized agent is authorized to sign a
breeder’s certificate, stallion breeding report or registration appli-
cation pertaining to the leased horses.

REGI26. AUTHORIZATIONS
REGI26.1 When a horse is owned by a company, ranch, farm,
syndicate, corporation, partnership, university or school, club or
family, AQHA must have an authorization form on file to indicate
who may sign documents for that entity. Written authorization is
also required when an individual owner appoints another individual
to sign in his or her behalf.
REGI26.2 On all AQHA documents, except transfers as limited in
rule REGI24.3, AQHA shall recognize the signature of any one of
the joint owners of a horse if such owner is named on the horse’s
current registration certificate. Additionally, AQHA shall recognize
the signature of any individual partner when that person is shown
as an individual in the partnership name.
REGI26.3 In the case of a child younger than 18 years of age,
AQHA requires a statement from the legal guardian or parent giving
the birth date of the child and designating the person(s) signing on
behalf of the minor.
REGI26.4 When the owner of a horse is deceased, AQHA must have
legal documentation on file appointing the agent or representative for
the estate (letters testamentary, letters of administration, etc.) and
bearing the original certification or seal of the clerk of the probate
court. In the event there was no formal probate of the estate, a state-
ment of heirship must be completed by the heirs and notarized.
REGI26.5 Authorization of agent may be cancelled by written
notification signed by record owner or record lessee. Such termina-
tion of authorization will take effect on the date received at AQHA.
REGI26.6 When an authorization is granted by a lessee, that
authorization will remain in effect until the date the cancellation of
the authorization or termination of lease is received in AQHA’s office.

REGI27. DEATH OF A HORSE AND HORSES SOLD

WITHOUT PAPERS
REGI27.1 When any registered horse dies or is disposed of with-
out papers, the owner must notify AQHA and surrender the regis-
tration certificate to AQHA for such notation. The registration cer-
tificate will be changed to note the horse’s death and returned to
the owner, unless AQHA is otherwise directed.
REGI27.2 When AQHA records indicate a horse has lived 25
years past January | of its foaling year, it will be automatically pre-
sumed to no longer be alive and automatically removed from the
inventory of living horses. Offspring conceived after that date are
ineligible for registration and the horse may not participate in
AQHA-approved events until the owner verifies the horse is still
living. Verification may require full-view color photographs and a
written statement which the owner may be requested to provide on
an annual basis.
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SHWI100. AQHA SHOW APPROVAL is a privilege, not a right,
granted or rejected at AQHA'’s discretion on an annual basis according
to continuous evaluation of the applicant, including, but not limited to
competence of show management, enforcement of AQHA rules, qual-
ity of show, and service to AQHA members.
SHWI100.1 AQHA reserves the right to approve only the number of
shows per calendar year it deems appropriate for the same organi-
zation or management.
SHWI100.2 An “AQHA-approved event” means an official class of
competition or show with results that are accepted by AQHA in its
records as official.
SHWI100.3 AQHA will issue a statement of official approval of the
proposed special event or show, or notify the organization or indi-
vidual making the application of reasons for not approving a show
or special event.
SHWI100.4 Lack of approval of any certain class in a proposed show
need not invalidate the recognition of the remainder of the show.
SHWI100.5 - All approved classes must be open to any AQHA
owner meeting age, ownership and eligibility requirements. Member-
ship in AQHA and/or AQHYA for youth competition is the only manda-
tory membership. This rule shall not supersede the need for member-
ships or certifications required by governmental regulatory bodies.
SHWI100.6 To compete in an AQHA-approved class, a horse must
be entered in the class with show management prior to the start of
the class.
SHWI100.7 The exhibitor must accurately complete entry forms
and assumes responsibility for any errors.
SHWI100.8 A horse entered in the wrong class may be transferred
to its correct class after the judging program has been printed.
SHWI100.9 Any contestant withdrawing from a show after enter-
ing shall forfeit any fees and all go-round money which may be
credited to him at the time of his withdrawal; except that in case of
incapacitating sickness or injury to himself or his horse, or serious
iliness or death in the contestant’s family, all prize monies won by
him to that point shall be paid.
SHWI100.10 Any AQHA-approved show which fails to pay for ser-
vices rendered by third parties in connection with the holding of the
approved shows (i.e. judges’ fees, cattle charges, facilities, insurance
or drug testing fees, etc.) or pay premium monies to exhibitors can be
denied AQHA approval for present and future shows. The sponsoring
organization and/or its representatives can be denied privileges of
AQHA and suspended from membership.
SHWI100.11 One of the individuals designated on the show
approval application as show manager or show secretary for AQHA-
approved shows and special events must have attended an AQHA
show management workshop within 3 years preceding the date of
the scheduled show.
SHWI100.12 Alliance approved managers and secretaries are not
required to attend a show management workshop in order to hold an
AQHA alliance event.
SHWI100.13 Show management delinquent and/or habitual in
submitting (I) show approval requests, (2) results, (3) incomplete
information or (4) failing to submit electronic results will be
reviewed by the AQHA Show Grievance Committee.
SHWI100.14 Show management is not allowed to add to the total
number of approved shows.
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SHWI0I. NEW/FIRST-TIME SHOW/SPECIAL EVENT
which was not approved or held the prior year is considered a new show.
SHWIOL.1 A letter of request for a new show must be directed to
AQHA's Competition Department and accompanied by a $25 nonre-
fundable processing fee.
SHWI0I1.2 Applicants desiring to hold an AQHA-approved show
must obtain prior AQHA approval.

SHWI01.3 No new show, including a special event, will be approved
if there already exists another show or special event on the same
day, within each region’s specific mileage calculated by MapQuest’s
shortest driving distance:

350 miles - Regions [, 2,7 and 8
200 miles - Regions 3, 4, 5,6, 9 and 10
120 miles - For international shows (excluding Canada)

SHWI102. APPROVAL FOR A PREVIOUSLY HELD

SHOW with priority dates will carry over from year to year, but

show approval application must annually be obtained for each indi-

vidual show.

SHWI02.1 To obtain approval for a previously held show with
priority dates, a show application for approval must be (1) properly
completed in its entirety, (2) accompanied by the non-refundable
application for approval fee, (3) submitted and received at least 120
days prior to the first date of the proposed show in order to be pub-
lished in two issues of The American Quarter Horse Journal, and (4)
accompanied by a list of all classes, whether or not all of the
classes are limited to AQHA-registered horses and a proposed
schedule of classes.

SHWI03. PRIORITY DATES FOR PREVIOUSLY HELD

SHOWS. An AQHA-approved show, versatility ranch horse show, or

Level | show sanctioned by the affiliate, having been held the previous

year is considered an established show and has priority to reserve

identical days per calendar week for the current year until terminated

by AQHA. This reservation is called a priority date.
SHWI103.1 Shows held on a US federal holiday will retain their
priority date for that particular holiday: New Year’s Day; Martin
Luther King Day, Presidents Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day.
SHW 103.2 Versatility Ranch Horse All-Around shows will have
priority over regular shows offering individual versatility ranch
horse classes, should a conflict arise with approval on the same
weekend, due to proximity of the events.
SHWI03.3 Shows which move onto a holiday, due to the normal
calendar roll, resulting in conflict with an existing holiday show, (within
150 miles shortest driving distance) will be required to move dates.
SHWI103.4 Priority dates are a privilege, not a right, and therefore
cannot be sold or transferred from one sponsoring body to another
sponsoring body without notifying and being approved by the Affili-
ate and AQHA. A change of sponsorship does not make a show
become a new show, unless AQHA and the affiliate are not notified
in which case the show becomes a new show and is worked as such.
A change in the sponsoring body can happen once in a 3 year time
period. Violation of this rule could result in disciplinary action.
SHWI03.5 Special events, introductory shows, and Equestrians
with Disability shows do NOT retain priority dates from year to year.
SHWI103.6 A show will not retain priority dates in subsequent
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years if it cancels for reasons other than:
SHWI03.6.1 acts of God (fire, flood, blizzard, tornado,
hurricane,etc.);
SHWI03.6.2 facility conflict (with written verification
from facility);
SHWI103.6.3 loss of facility beyond show management’s
control (with written verification from facility);
SHWI103.6.4 conflict with AQHA regional events;
SHWI103.6.5 outbreak of equine disease or infection.
SHWI03.7 A show that changes sponsoring body (the individual
or group financially responsible for holding the show), changes
location more than 150 miles, or moves to another state is consid-
ered a new show without priority dates.
SHWI03.8 A state can have up to 2(two), 6 pointed circuits per
year and the affiliate must approve these. Any circuit of 6 points or
more which was established prior to 2013 is grandfathered in.
SHWI03.9 An event with five or more show numbers must take
one day off before a new event can start at the same facility.
SHWI04. SHOW APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL FEES
based on total number of entries from the previous year’s event,
rookie entries excluded.
United States and Canada:
$3,000 = 5,000 or more entries
$2,000 = 2,500-4,999 entries
$750 = 1,000-2,499 entries
$500 = Events with 500-999 entries
$100 = Events with |-499 entries
$100 = Introductory Shows, Level | Shows, Rookie Shows, Versa-
tility Ranch Horse Shows, New Special Events or New Shows
$50 = Dressage or EWD
International:
$3,000 = 5,000 or more entries
$2,000 = 2,500-4,999 entries
$750 = 1,000-2,499 entries
$500 = Events with 500-999 entries
$100 = Events with [-499 entries
$100 = Introductory Shows, Level | Shows, Rookie Shows, Versa-
tility Ranch Horse Shows, or New Shows
$50 EWD
SHWI05. SHOW APPLICATION LATE FEES are deter-
mined by the date the fully completed application and required
approval fee is received in AQHA’s office.
SHWI05.1
United States and Canada: Show/Special Event
$200 - 90-119 days prior to show date
$400 - 60-89 days prior to show date
$1,000 - less than 59 days prior to show date and subject to
denial
International: Show/Special Event
$1,000 or denial - less than 59 days prior to show date
SHWI0G6. Changes in a show application, after filing, may be made
after the 120-day deadline specified above, provided AQHA is able to
publish changes in one issue of The American Quarter Horse Journal
&/or online show calendar, prior to the approved date.
SHWI107. DATE AND/OR LOCATION CHANGE
REQUESTS must be submitted in writing and accompanied by a
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$25 non-refundable fee.
SHWI08. TYPES OF SHOWS:
Livestock Shows and Fairs. Some of the largest AQHA- approved
shows are held during livestock shows and fairs. These collective
events, which feature shows for other livestock, offer all levels of
competition including youth classes. The number of entries may be
high, and you can find seasoned and casual exhibitors.
SHWI08.1.1 All major livestock shows and state fairs that
meet eligibility requirements will be allowed one double
judged-double pointed AQHA-approved show per year.
SHWI108.2 Split/Combined (**S/C**) Any two consecutive shows
can be combined into one show and split over two days. There are
two judges and two sets of points each class is held only once. Entry
fees may be charged per judge/show.
SHWI108.2.1 Existing split/combined shows have the option
of modifying their schedule to allow a four-day show to be
held in two days or a two-day show to be held in one day by
holding two shows simultaneously.
SHWI108.2.2 Any two consecutive shows may be allowed to
combine to be one show with classes split over a maximum of
two consecutive days with two judges and two sets of points
with classes only held once. Maximum combination of shows
in one day will be up to four shows; no more than four judges
are allowed to judge in the ring at one time, with the exception
of the halter classes which are allowed a maximum of six
judges in the ring at one time.
SHWI108.2.3 A maximum of two existing affiliate-designat-
ed approved shows and existing state shows/fairs operating
under the double-judge format may have the option of chang-
ing to a three or four judged format provided it does not
increase the number of shows in that circuit.
SHWI108.2.4 If show management wishes to return to
original format after having utilized the DJ/DP the following
year format they may do so.
SHWI108.3. Special Events (**SpEv**) As the name implies, spe-
cial events may feature two single events like team penning and
ranch sorting, barrel racing and pole bending or roping events like
team roping and tie-down roping. Both serious and casual competi-
tors attend special events. A single set of points is awarded at each
special event. A maximum of two class types will be allowed per
event.
SWWI108.3.1 Organizations or individuals wishing to stage
or sponsor special events must obtain AQHA approval for
results to be recognized and points to be awarded to the
horses that place sufficiently high in that event.
SHWI108.3.2 All rules and regulations pertaining to AQHA-
approved shows will be followed.
SHWI108.3.3 Two existing special events per year per state
may apply to be double judged and must have affiliate approv-
al. Special events must be in good standing for three con-
secutive years. Additional shows or points cannot be added to
existing events.
SHWI108.3.4 AQHA state/provincial affiliates may request
two special events by category, per state/province.
SHWI108.4 Level | Shows/Rookie shows hosted by or
approved by AQHA state and provincial affiliates and are usually
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held as stand-alone events but can be held during an open (non-
AQHA-approved) show. A minimum of six Level | youth and six Level
| amateur classes are recommended. An instructional clinic/seminar
should be held in conjunction with the show and presented by an
AQHA Professional Horseman. The show judge may not serve as a
clinician except in international countries. Level | shows may be
held over two days and only one set of points are awarded.
SHWI108.5 Alliance Shows (**AL EV**) AQHA points can be
earned by competing at shows hosted by AQHA alliance partners
such as National Cutting Horse Association, National Reining Horse
Association, National Reined Cow Horse Association, National
Snaffle Bit Association, Cowboy Mounted Shooting, etc. Approved
events award points based on the AQHA system to those exhibitors
who enjoy showing in both associations. Exhibitors must meet
AQHA ownership and eligibility requirements. A complete list of alli-
ance partners can be found at agha.com.

SHWI108.6 Versatility Ranch Horse Competition
(**VRH**) demonstrates the versatility of the working ranch horse
in six classes - ranch riding, ranch trail, ranch reining, ranch cut-
ting, ranch cow work and ranch conformation. Points will be
awarded in each individual class according to the placing received
and based on the number of horses competing in the particular
class. Points will also be awarded to the All-Around winners who
compete in classes based on their cumulative credits from the indi-
vidual classes. To be eligible for all-around, one rider/one horse
must compete in a minimum of one cattle class, one other riding
event other than a cattle class, and ranch conformation for points in
the All-Around VRH competition. Year-end awards will be based on
the number of points received in the All-Around placing. The Versa-
tility Ranch Horse competition promotes the athletic ability and
versatility of the horse.

SHWI08.7 AQHA Ranching Heritage Challenge highlights
the versatility, soundness and willing attitude of American Quarter
Horses that are ranch-born and-raised. Through a series of ranch
horse competitions, the Ranching Heritage Challenge is intended to
increase demand for ranch horses by providing an opportunity for
ranches and horse owners to compete in a unique ranch horse com-
petition for a significant purse. These Challenges are open to horses
bred by an AQHA Ranching Heritage Breeder which have been fully
enrolled in the program. Anyone may own and show an eligible horse
in these Challenges which offer multiple divisions for various ages
and skill levels for both horse and rider. Classes include working
ranch horse, ranch cutting, ranch riding, team roping and barrel rac-
ing.

SHWI108.8 AQHA Equestrians with Disabilities This com-
petition is open to people with physical or cognitive disabilities who
love competing with American Quarter Horses. Classes can be held at
AQHA-approved shows and events, US para-equestrian events or can
be stand-alone events. In order to participate in EWD events, an
AQHA diagnosis form and AQHA acceptable adaptive equipment form
must be completed. A valid AQHA membership number or member-
ship application must be submitted to AQHA. Upon receipt of the
forms, an AQHA membership card will be issued with EWD notation.
SHWI108.9 Dressage is a French term meaning “training” and
its purpose is to develop the horse’s natural athletic ability and
willingness to work making him calm, supple and attentive to his
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rider. Dressage patterns, or “tests,” are designed to showcase the
horse’s ability to demonstrate these strengths through various
movements. Competition occurs in a regulation size arena with
specific apparel and equipment all regulated by USEF. Dressage
may be offered at an AQHA-approved show or special event and
must be judged by a licensed USEF/USDF judge. Open, amateur and
youth eligibility are based on AQHA criteria.
SHWI08.10 INTRODUCTORY SHOWS To increase and
enhance new exhibitors’ participation and the AQHA show experi-
ence, AQHA, in its sole discretion, may waive and/or relax certain
AQHA show rules for introductory shows which include AQHA
classes in their already scheduled open, all-breed or 4-H shows.
Introductory shows do not retain priority date status.
SHWI108.10.1 Rules which may be relaxed for introductory
shows include: date and proximity conflicts with other shows;
qualifications and obligations of show officials, or judges
application rules for specialized Level | judges.
SHWI108.10.2 Introductory shows shall be allowed to
include limited exhibitor eligibility classes for the youth, ama-
teur and open divisions.
SHWI108.10.3 Unless expressly waived or relaxed by AQHA,
introductory shows will adhere to all show rules and can only
be single judged.
SHWI108.10.4 AQHA reserves the right to require six core
classes: western pleasure, showmanship, western horseman-
ship, hunter under saddle, hunt seat equitation and trail.
SHWI108.10.5 Introductory shows that exceed a 12-hour
competition limit may be fined.
SHWI108.10.6 Points earned at introductory shows do not
count toward World Show qualification.
SHWI108.10.7 An exhibitor who has placed in the top 10 in
a class at an AQHA World Show is not eligible to compete at
an introductory show in that particular class.

SHWI09. SCHEDULES. Show management has the option of

holding some classes the afternoon or evening before their approved

show date(s) provided that afternoon or evening not conflict with
another existing approved event. For example, at a weekend show,
the Saturday show may begin the preceding Friday afternoon and the

Sunday show may begin on Saturday.

SHWI10. JUDGES must be chosen from AQHA’s approved list.
SHWIIO0.1 If a judge is unable to fulfill a judging commitment, the
acceptance of a substitute will be at AQHA’s option.

SHWI10.2 A show is required to state the name of the judge for
the show in at least one issue of The American Quarter Horse Jour-
nal prior to the scheduled show date. It is also strongly urged to
provide the name of the judge on both the entry blank and catalog
or premium list.

SHWII10.3 It is strongly recommended that the judge work no
more than [0 hours in one day. If the hours spent judging are
expected to run to an excessive length, show management should
consider hiring additional judges.

SHWI110.4 With the exception of timed events, a show management
team/entity that consists in whole or in part of:

(a) common individual(s) listed as show management;
(b) common individual(s) involved in the actual management of
a show (whether or not listed);
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(c) common individual(s) who are compensated by or have an
ownership interest in a show management team/entity; or
(d) immediate family members (spouse, parent, child or grand-
parent)
May not hire a judge that has already judged three shows, or set of
shows for that show management team/entity in that calendar year.
SHWII2. CLASSES. In scored classes which are leveled and in
pattern classes, to include showmanship, horsemanship, equitation
over fences and hunt seat equitation, the Level 2 and Level 3 classes
must run concurrently. Show management continues to have the
option of running any placed classes separately which are leveled.
Show management also has the option of running the rookie and Level
| classes concurrent or separate.
SHWII2.1 For classes run concurrently or separately, the points
available to the Level 2 class will be based on the number of Level 2
entries in the class.
SHWI12.2 The number of points available to the Level 3 entries will
be the total number of both Level 2 and Level 3 entries in the class.
SHWI12.3 Approval may be obtained to hold junior and senior open
division classes when applicable; western pleasure, reining and work-
ing cow horse events which may be divided into three classes.
SHWI112.4 No 2-year-old may be shown in any performance class
prior to July [ of its 2-year-old year, except in showmanship at halter.
SHWI12.5 Jumping, team penning and ranch sorting are all-age
classes only.
SHWI12.6 Only junior horses 5 years old and younger may be
exhibited in junior classes.
SHWI112.7 Only senior horses 6 years old and older may be exhib-
ited in senior classes.
SHWI12.8 Junior and senior classes, junior and hackamore/
shaffle bit classes may be combined only when there are two or less
entries in one or both divisions, all three classes (senior, junior and
snaffle bit/hackamore) may be combined only when there are two or
less entries in at least two divisions. If a show wishes to combine a
junior and senior bit reining class and has a hackamore/snaffle bit
reining class, the hackamore/ snaffle bit class still will be recog-
nized as an approved class. Entries may be accepted after a class is
combined. If classes have been combined and additional entries are
accepted such that there are now three or more entries in each age
division, classes must be split back the way they were originally
offered. All-age classes may be split at the direction of the judge
and the show management with the unanimous consent of all
exhibitors involved in the class (or classes) in question.
SHWI12.9 In all performance classes where each entry performs
individually, the order of competition shall be determined by show
management drawing lots. Horses entered in any class must be
assembled in ample time for judging to start on time and continue
without delay. They must remain in readiness until dismissed by the
judge. A tardy contestant may be denied competition.
SHWI12.10 In all performance classes, horses are to be ridden
astride, except in pleasure driving where they will be driven, and in
showmanship where they are led with a halter.
SHWII2.11 It is mandatory that shows with multiple judges and
arenas that offer the option of work at will for trail, western riding
and working hunter must group like exhibitors together. Working
orders for each group may be worked in a random order. For exam-
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ple, if the caliber of exhibitors and/or horses for Level | and 13 and
under is similar, they would be worked as one group. Then, if the
caliber of exhibitors and/or horses for Select, Junior and 14 to 18 are
similar, they would be worked in a different group and could com-
pete on a more difficult course. The same pattern must be used
within each group.

SHWI12.12 It is mandatory all patterns and courses be posted at
least one hour prior to the class commencing.

SHWI12.13 The score in the eliminations or go-rounds, and the
score of each horse in the finals, or the score in the finals only will
determine the final placings; consistency of performance to be rec-
ognized as a major factor.

SHWI12.14 Any show that does not offer the required halter/
performance halter classes in the open division will not have its
results recognized.

SHWI112.15 AQHA strongly recommends show management pro-
vide a youth division for exhibitors 18 years of age and under and an
amateur division for eligible exhibitors.

SHWI12.16 In multiple judged shows in the timed events only, one
judge may oversee/judge the class(es) and sign both set of judge’s
cards.

SHWI113. SPECIFIC CLASS PROCEDURES FOR LEV-

ELED CLASSES:

SHWI13.1 INDIVIDUALLY WORKED CLASSES WITH
SUBSEQUENT RAIL WORK - Western Horsemanship, Hunt
Seat Equitation, Hunter Hack
SHWI13.1.1 All exhibitors will participate in the pattern portion.
SHWI13.1.2 The class will be placed and the judge’s top
exhibitors will be called back for rail work. Judge will place a
maximum of |5 exhibitors
SHWI13.1.3 Level 2 entries not initially called back for rail
work will stand by to see if separate Level 2 rail work is neces-
sary.
SHWI13.1.4 Providing enough Level 2 entries are included
among the judge’s top placings to award all available Level 2
points, no further rail work is needed.
SHWI13.1.5 Should the number of Level 2 entries in the
judge’s initial top placings be insufficient to ward all available
Level 2 points, the remaining Level 2 entries will be called
back for rail work. The remaining available points for the Level
2 class will be allowed based on the judge’s placings.
SHWI13.1.6 If a Level 2 finals is necessary to distribute all
points, at the judge’s discretion, exhibitors may be required to
only work one way of the arena.

SHWI13.2 SCORED CLASSES - Western Riding, Trail, Ranch
Riding, Working Cow Horse, Cutting, Tie Down Roping, Team Rop-
ing, Reining, Working Hunter, Equitation over Fences, Showman-
ship - At show management’s discretion, working orders may be in
sequence or in blocks and classes will run concurrently. The class
will be placed to distribute all available Level 3 and Level 2 points.
SHWI113.3 RAIL CLASSES SHOWN AS A GROUP -
Western Pleasure and Hunter Under Saddle

SHWI13.3.1 All exhibitors will participate on the rail, follow-
ing which the class will be placed. Judge will place a maximum
of 15 exhibitors

SHWI13.3.2 Providing enough Level 2 entries are included
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among the judge’s top placings to award all available Level 2
points, no further rail work is needed.
SHWI13.3.3 Should the number of Level 2 entries in the
judges initial top placings be insufficient to award all available
Level 2 points, the remaining Level 2 entries will be called
back for rail work and the judges will allocate the remaining
available points for the Level 2 class.
SHWI13.3.4 If a Level 2 finals is necessary to distribute all
points, at the judge’s discretion, exhibitors may be required to
work only one way of the arena.
SHWI13.4 HALTER When a halter class is leveled there are two
judging options:
SHWI13.4.1 Option #1. The judge will place a maximum of
15 exhibitors both Level 2 and Level 3 and line up placings
head to tail, in front of the judge, in the order placed.
SHWI13.4.2 The Level 2 entries will then form a separate
line to reflect the Level 2 placings for the judge.
SHWI13.4.3 Option #2. The judge places a maximum of 15
entries on the Level 3 judges’ card. The Level 2 entries are
circled on the Level 3 judges’ card. Those entries are trans-
ferred to the Level 2 judges’ card.
SHWI13.5 When a class is leveled, the announcer should begin
by announcing the Rookie and then the Level | placing’s or the Level
2 and then the Level 3 placing’s
SHWIi4. LEVEL | CLASSES There is no limit to the number of
Level | classes that may be offered; however, showmanship at halter,
western horsemanship and hunt seat equitation are strongly recom-
mended for most shows.
SHWII14.1 If Level | classes are applied for, then the correspond-
ing AQHA amateur or youth classes must also be offered.
SHWI114.2 The Level | youth or Level | amateur class must be held
prior to the corresponding amateur or youth class if the same judge
is judging the Level | and corresponding class, with the exception of
pattern classes at show management’s option.
SHWI14.3 All-age Level | youth classes may be held or Level |
youth classes may be split into age groups. These must be applied
for and held as I3 and under and 14-18. All age Level | amateur
classes may be held or Level | amateur classes may be split into age
groups. Must be applied for and held as Level | amateur and select
Level | amateur classes.
SHWI14.4 Level | halter may be offered as an approved and
pointed class at any AQHA-approved show.
SHWI14.5 Stallions may not be exhibited in any youth classes
regardless of level. The only exception is for youth ages 14 and older
residing in Mexico, South and Central America who may exhibit stal-
lions in youth performance classes if such classes are held in Mexico,
South and/or Central America. Additionally, stallions may not be shown
in Rookie or Level | amateur classes.
SHWI14.6 Level | halter class winners are only eligible for Grand
and Reserve Champion at Level | shows.
SHWI16. OPEN DIVISION APPROVAL. An open division may
be approved provided a minimum of five halter classes for stallions, a
minimum of five halter classes for mares, a minimum of five halter
classes for geldings and one performance class are offered.
SHWII6.1 The halter classes must include individual classes for
yearlings, 2-year-olds, 3-year-olds, 4-year-olds and older, and per-
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formance halter for American Quarter Horses.
SHWI16.2 Show management will have the option of combining
age groups into 2 and under and 3 and over with the unanimous
consent of all exhibitors to be affected. Performance halter would
continue to be offered as a separate class.
SHWI16.3 Classes may be combined only if there are two or less
entries in at least one of the halter age groups to be combined.
SHWI16.3.1 Once halter age groups are combined and addi-
tional entries are taken, it is mandatory that halter age groups
be split to the originally requested classes should 1/2 point or
more become available in each age group.
SHWI16.3.2 A Grand Champion and Reserve Champion
must be selected for each sex in halter classes having three or
more entries.
SHWI17. AMATEUR DIVISION APPROVAL. An amateur
division may be approved separately or in conjunction with an AQHA-
approved show for all ages and/or a youth show, provided at least four
AQHA-approved amateur performance events are offered.
SHWII7.1 At show management’s option, any number of perfor-
mance classes may be offered as Select (ages 50 and over) and the
exhibitor has the option of competing in the Select class or the all-
age class.
SHWII7.1.1 Classes will be combined back to an all-age
class should there be less than three entries in the Select or
amateur class.
SHWII17.1.2 If additional entries are accepted resulting in
three or more entries in both the select and amateur classes,
classes must be split back the way they were originally
offered.
SHWI17.1.3 Prior to posting patterns in pattern classes, show
management is to assess entries in the amateur and Select
classes. If, in show management’s assessment it appears that
amateur and Select classes could combine due to lack of
entries, then show management will keep patterns consistent.
If there are enough entries in both amateur and Select that they
will be held separately, show management may use different
patterns for the amateur and Select classes.
SHWII17.2 To have an approved amateur halter division, halter
classes must include individual classes for yearlings, 2-year-olds,
3-year-olds, 4-year-olds and older, and performance halter for
American Quarter Horses.
SHWII17.2.1 A Grand Champion and Reserve Champion
must be selected for each sex in amateur halter classes hav-
ing three or more entries.
SHWI117.3 Show management will have the option of com-
bining age groups into 2 and under and 3 and over with the unani-
mous consent of all exhibitors to be affected. Performance halter
would continue to be offered as a separate class.
SHWI17.3.1 Classes may be combined only if there are two
or less entries in at least one of the halter age groups to be
combined.
SHWI17.3.2 Once halter age groups are combined and addi-
tional entries are taken, it is mandatory that halter age groups
be split to the originally requested classes should /2 point or
more become available in each age group.

SHWI17.4 Show management has the option to offer amateur
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weanling halter classes in each sex division.
SHWIiI8. YOUTH DIVISION APPROVAL. A youth division
may be approved separately or in conjunction with an AQHA-approved
show for all ages provided a minimum of four approved youth per-
formance events are offered, two of which must be showmanship at
halter and either western pleasure or western horsemanship.
SHWII8.1 To have an approved youth halter division, halter
classes must include individual classes for yearling, 2-year-old,
3-year-old, and 4-year-old and older American Quarter Horse mares
and geldings, as well as performance halter for AQHA registered
mares and geldings.
SHWII8.1.1 A Grand Champion and Reserve Champion
must be selected for each sex in youth halter classes having
three or more entries.
SHWI18.2 Show management will have the option of combining
age groups into 2 and under and 3 and over with the unanimous
consent of all exhibitors to be affected. Performance halter would
continue to be offered as a separate class.
SHWI18.2.1 Classes may be combined only if there are two
or less entries in at least one of the halter age groups to be
combined.

SHWI18.2.2 Once halter age groups are combined and
additional entries are taken, it is mandatory that halter age
groups be split to the originally requested classes should 1/2
point or more become available in each age group.

SHWI18.3 Show management has the option to offer youth wean-
ling halter classes for both mares and geldings.
SHWI18.4 Age group limits in youth events may be set by show
management. For horse show purposes, the age of an individual on
January | of that year shall be maintained throughout the entire
year. (Example: A youth who has a birthday in July, and is I8 years
of age on January |, must show throughout the entire year as an
18-year-old.)
SHWII8.5 It is recommended large classes be divided into age
groups to provide more equal competition. Age divisions however,
do not apply to halter classes.
SHWI18.5.1 If there is to be one class, undivided, the age
group is to be 18 and under.
SHWI18.5.2 If there are to be two classes, the age divisions
must be (1) 13 and under and (2) 14 - 18.
SHWI18.5.3 If there are to be three classes, the age divi-
sions must be (1) Il and under; (2) 12 - 14; and (3) 15 - 18.
SHWI18.5.4 Age groups may be combined at a show, at the
direction of the judge and the show management with the
unanimous consent of all exhibitors involved in the class only
if there are two or less entries in one or both of the age groups
to be combined.
SHWI18.5.5 The ll-and-under age group may never be
combined with the 15-18 age group.
SHWI18.5.6 When the Il-and-under and 12-14 age groups
are combined, that class shall be reported and shown as
14-and-under.
SHWI18.5.7 When the 12-14 and I5-I8 age groups are com-
bined that class shall be reported and shown as 12-18.
SHWI18.5.8 Age groups may never be split at the show.
SHWI18.5.9 Once age groups are combined and additional
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entries are taken, it is mandatory that age groups be split to
the originally requested classes should 1/2 point or more
become available in each age group.
SHWI19. PERMITS Shows requesting that permits not be used
due to safety factors or extenuating circumstances must be granted
permission by AQHA prior to show approval.
SHWI20. INSPECTIONS/TESTING. If show management or
an AQHA affiliate desires to conduct its own inspection, drug or surgi-
cal alteration testing, it must obtain written authorization from AQHA
and instructions as to procedures and licensed veterinarians.
SHWI20.1 At an AQHA-approved show, only state or provincial
affiliates or representatives of show management, acting pursuant
to AQHA rules or AQHA, may request specimens of urine, saliva,
blood, hair or other substance for drug testing, or require payment
of drug testing fees as a condition for entry.
SHWI20.2 For all AQHA-approved shows held in California,
Hawaii, Alaska, Canada or internationally, show management
must collect a $5 show processing fee per horse per show. For all
AQHA-approved shows held in the United States, except Califor-
nia, Hawaii and Alaska show management must collect a $5 show
processing and Sl drug testing fee (total of $6) per horse per
show. For all AQHA-approved introductory shows, management
must collect a $5 show processing fee per horse per show.
SHWI120.3 Show management’s failure to mail the fees to AQHA,
postmarked within |0 days after the closing day of said show, may
result in show approval being denied the following year.
SHWI120.4 Show management is exempt from collecting the above
drug testing fee if the show in question is held in a state where the
state government (not an affiliate): (1) operates an equine drug test-
ing program, (2) collects a drug testing fee from shows held within
said state, and (3) reports drug violations to AQHA.
SHWI120.5 Drug testing fees charged by an AQHA-approved
show are subject to prior approval by AQHA.
SHWI120.6 The show manager shall forward to AQHA complete
information, in writing, concerning a forbidden drug case or refusal
to allow testing.
SHWI21. PREMIUM LISTS. Premium lists, show bill or class
schedule must be submitted with show approval application.
SMHI21.1 Premium lists and entry forms should be printed to
ensure uniformity.
SHWI21.2 Premium lists must include:
SHWI21.2.1 any prize money being offered and the amount
for each placing.
SHWI21.2.2 any award being given by show management
as such may not be added at the show.
SHWI21.2.3 a list of show officers and officials
SHWI21.2.4 class schedule
SHWI21.2.5 exact location of the show
SHWI21.2.6 date or dates of the show
SHWI21.2.7 closing date for entries
SHWI21.2.8 exact date and time of judging.
SHWI21.3 A show is not required to award any existing unwon
prizes.
SHWI22. ENTRIES An exhibitor is not required to enter a par-
ticular class or division to be eligible for competition. Entering a
class(es) shall be the option of the exhibitor.
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SHWI22.1 A show may not require an exhibitor to enter or pay
entry fees for a horse in a halter class for that horse to be eligible to
compete in a performance class.
SHWI22.2 A show may not require an exhibitor to enter or pay
entry fees for a horse in a performance class for that horse to be
eligible to compete in a halter class.
SHWI122.3 In order for a horse to be eligible for an all-around cir-
cuit award, show management may, at their discretion, require that
such horse be exhibited in specified class(es) and/or categories.
SHWI122.4 In order for a horse to be eligible for a circuit award
regarding a particular class, show management may not require
that such horse be exhibited in class(es) other than the particular
class in question.
SHWI23. ENTRY FEES may be charged, and if so, must be uni-
form to all exhibitors in the class, be collected by show management
and paid by the entering party, not paid nor reimbursed by a third
party, particularly another competitor in the class. All show fees shall
be the same to all exhibitors within each respective division: open,
youth, amateur, Level | youth and Level | amateur, and Rookie.
SHWI23.1 Entry fees, if charged, must be specified on the appli-
cation for show approval.
SHWI123.2 Any scheduled class to be held with no entry fee must
be so designated on the show application.
SHWI23.3 No change in specific entry fee shall be permitted after
approval, unless the change can be published in at least one issue of
The American Quarter Horse Journal prior to the scheduled date of
the show. Violation will be cause for disqualification of the class.
SHWI23.4 It is strongly recommended that entry fees for Rookie,
and Level | classes be nominal.
SHWI123.5 Show management may offer discounted entry fees to
Level | amateurs or Level | youth who exhibit in the corresponding
amateur or youth class.
SHWI23.6 Show management shall maintain detailed written or
electronic records, sufficient to establish to AQHA’s satisfaction,
upon request, that each exhibitor’s entry fee was paid as required
above. Such records shall be preserved for at least one year from
the date of the show. Failure to maintain and preserve such record
shall be cause for AQHA to disallow the class and refuse show
results, or, if previously entered, remove them from AQHA’s records.
SHWI23.6.1 Failure on the part of show management to
maintain or preserve such records as required above shall
create the presumption that the requisite fees in question
were not paid in accordance with the above rule, with the
burden of persuasion on show management and the individu-
al exhibitor to prove otherwise.
SHWI23.7 If a horse per SHW904.| or SHW904.5-6 is entered in
a show, its entry fee shall be refunded and it is not to be exhibited.
SHWI24. TIES. No class is complete until all ties through point-
earning places are broken.
SHWI24.1 If a tied contestant, or contestants, is disqualified in
the runoff, he/she is not to be placed any lower than the lowest
position for which he/she was tied.
SHWI124.2 Contestants disqualified during the first run are not
considered to be tied for a place even if there were fewer than 10
different entries in the class.
SHWI124.3 Refer to the all-around trophy award for breaking ties
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for the all-around award.
SHWI25. RIBBONS. For AQHA-approved amateur, youth, Rook-
ie/Level | amateur and Rookie/Level | youth classes, AQHA-approved
shows are required to present ribbons or awards through sixth place.
The following ribbons are recommended for halter and performance
classes:

Ist place.......o...... blue 7th place ......ccceeeene purple
2nd place............. 8th place .. ...brown
3rd place 9th place........ccceneee. dark gray
4th place 10th place........ceueuen. light blue
5th place .. Grand Champion....... purple

6th place Reserve Champion... purple and white
SHWI126. SHOW RESULTS After conclusion of the AQHA-
approved show, when AQHA receives all requisite reports from show
management and has certified that the show has been conducted
according to AQHA rules, show results and show points become official
in AQHA’s records, and retained on file at AQHA for two calendar years.
SHWI26.1 The results of any AQHA-approved show must be pro-
vided in its entirety.
SHWI126.2 Show management must submit a roster of all horses
entered.
SHWI26.3 If a horse is disqualified, it is not to be placed, regard-
less of the number of horses in the class, but counts as an entry in
the class.
SHWI126.4 Computerized show results must be used by show
management; a sample format may be obtained, by request, from
AQHA. Shows failing to submit show results in an accepted elec-
tronic format will not receive priority dates for the following year.
SHWI126.5 Show management will be fined a minimum $50 per
day for every day their show results are late after 10 days after the
closing day of said show.
SHWI127. SHOW OFFICIALS are defined as any person per-
forming the duties of a show manager, steward, ring steward or show
secretary. Show officials, with the exception of ring stewards, must
have a current AQHA individual membership. Any reputable person
may act in the capacity of a show official who can furnish proof that
he/she is capable through ability or experience.
SHWI27.1 No show official or member of their immediate family,
any children or other relatives living in the same household of either
or both of the married persons, or any person owning or leasing the
grounds on which a show is being held whose ownership could
influence the outcome of any show held on such property, shall
enter or exhibit horses in any AQHA-approved open or amateur
show at which he/she is officiating, nor may any horse owned by
such person be entered and exhibited. Youth events and alliance
shows, where it is acceptable by the rules of the alliance, are
excluded from coverage under this rule.
SHWI127.2 Youth who perform show management duties are not
eligible to exhibit in that approved show.
SHWI27.3 A show official’s duties include, but are not limited to
(1) contacting or hiring of judges; (2) acceptance of entries or entry
fees; (3) having name and/or telephone number listed on the show
application as a member of management, in The American Quarter
Horse Journal or in any publication or show bill as the contact per-
son; and (4) having direction over the show, even though not listed
on the application as show management.
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SHWI28. SHOW MANAGERS shall:
SHWI28.1 be the person in charge of the AQHA-approved show, but
may not serve as show secretary, ring steward or serve in any other
capacity which might interfere with their effectiveness as manager;
SHWI28.2 be at least 18 years of age;
SHWI28.3 have authority to enforce all rules referring to the
show and he/she may excuse any horse or exhibitor from the show
or contest prior to or during the judging;
SHWI128.4 have jurisdiction over preparing and mailing all entry
blanks, premium lists and catalogs and shall enforce the arrival and
departure times as shown in the catalog or as advertised;
SHWI28.5 be present on the show grounds for the duration of
the show. In the event an emergency arises and the show manager
is unable to fulfill his/her duties, an acting manager should be
appointed. The show manager must submit a written explanation to
AQHA for his/her absence. The acting show manager must also
remain on the show grounds for the duration of the show and must
meet the requirements as set forth in this Rulebook;
SHWI28.6 at all times extend every effort to satisfy the comfort
of the horses, exhibitors, spectators and officials and will be held
responsible for maintaining clean and orderly conditions through-
out the show;
SHWI28.7 be responsible for ensuring humane treatment of
horses is adhered to on show grounds through policing of stalling
areas and practice pens at various times throughout the show;
SHWI28.8 return cattle injury reports to AQHA where cattle
classes are held;
SHWI128.9 receive written or verbal complaints from exhibitors,
trainers, owners, show participants and other AQHA members of inci-
dents of cruel, abusive or inhumane treatment of horses on show
grounds or any other complaints or incidents of rule violations and shall
forward such to AQHA;
SHWI128.10 upon a report or discovery of inhumane treatment,
immediately investigate the incident and report it to AQHA. Show
management shall make every effort to obtain the concurrence of
any AQHA-approved judge on the grounds or AQHA-authorized
personnel, if available. Any verbal or written warning performed by
the show manager at a show for inhumane treatment is to be
reported in writing to AQHA. If an incident is later reported to AQHA
and knowledge is gained that the show manager was present but did
not report the incident, this could jeopardize their ability to manage
an AQHA-approved show in the future;
SHWI28.11 be subject to a review and a possible fine of $100 for
every hour or portion thereof past the 15-hour limit for one-day/one-
judge shows which should not run more than 15 consecutive hours from
the scheduled starting time to the conclusion of the show, including all
breaks. Multi-day/one-judge shows, multi-day/multi-judge shows, and
multi-judge/one-day shows should not exceed I5 hours per day from
the judge’s actual starting time to the conclusion of his/her last class.
SHWI28.12 post contact information of the show manager or
other designated person who can be contacted in case of emer-
gency; i.e. professional horseman, show steward.

SHWI129. Show management may:
SHWI129.1 immediately expel individuals exhibiting unsportsman-
like conduct from show grounds and shall file a written report with
AQHA concerning the conduct in question;
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SHWI129.2 establish ground rules with reference to the amount
of time an exhibitor is allowed to begin his performance, dependent
on the facilities and conditions. If such ground rules are estab-
lished, show management should see they are enforced,;
SHWI129.3 determine if an elimination is necessary, in the inter-
est of successful implementation of the AQHA-approved show, the
number of go-rounds to be held and the number of horses to be
shown at each performance and to reasonably limit entries when
necessitated by time and/or physical constraints of show premises
when applied fairly and uniformly by a procedure in which all quali-
fied entries are included in a random draw;
SHWI129.4 allow the name of the exhibitor and horse to be
announced during any event.
SHWI130. SHOW SECRETARY. The show secretary may not
hold the position of show manager or ring steward at a show at which
he/she serves as show secretary and is responsible for:
SHWI130.1 accurately maintaining and recording both entries and
show results, including verifying exhibitor eligibility and current
membership and horse eligibility;
SHWI130.2 maintaining a set of results on file for at least one year
from the show;
SHWI130.3 the entry fees, office charges, etc., and any fees col-
lected for membership on behalf of AQHA and AQHYA. Cash pay-
ments made to the show secretary for these fees must be converted
to a money order, check, or credit card before being sent to AQHA;
SHWI130.4 ensuring only horses registered with AQHA compete in
AQHA-approved shows. The exhibitor must present the registration
certificate to show management, unless a photocopy of both sides of
the registration certificate is acceptable to show management.
SHWI30.5 inspecting the registration certificate (or photocopy
of both sides of the registration certificate if photocopy is accept-
able to the show management) of each horse entered in an
approved class. Failure to do so may result in cancellation of future
show approval;
SHWI130.6 recording entries in the name of the record owner and
the horse’s complete registered name and number, with the desig-
nation of Appendix following its name to be eligible for AQHA points.
SHWI31. RING STEWARD. A competent ring steward is
required at all AQHA-approved shows for each judge and may not hold
the position of show manager or show secretary at a show at which
he/she serves as a ring steward and shall:
SHWI3I.1 wear appropriate western attire which includes pants
(slacks, trousers, jeans, etc.), long-sleeve shirt with collar (band,
standup, tuxedo, etc.) and cowboy boots. Western hat is optional;
SHWI31.2 relieve the judge of unnecessary details, assemble the
class promptly, keep the judging program on schedule, eliminate
long delays between classes and control the conduct of the horses
and exhibitors in the ring;
SHWI31.3 notify the judge when all horses are present for each
class and call his attention to those horses that are absent;
SHWI31.4 ensure no person rides more than one horse in any
approved performance class, except as allowed under SHW400;
SHWI3L.5 assist the judge, not advise him/her and shall refrain
from discussing, or seeming to discuss, the horses or the exhibitors
with the judge;
SHWI31.6 not take part, or seem to take part, in any of the judging.
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SHWI31.7 when not actively engaged in his/her duties, place
himself/herself in such a position so as not to interfere with the
judging and the view of the spectators;
SHWI3L1.8 not allow exhibitors to crowd up in the ring or arena
and, at all times, endeavor to keep the possibilities of an accident at
a minimum;
SHWI31.9 have charge of the activity in the ring or the arena. He/
she should act as mediator between the judge and the exhibitor. The
judge should request the ring steward to move and place horses as
he/she advises. When the ring or arena size is small and the class
entries are large, he/she should survey the situation and take every
precaution to keep the horses moving until the judge is ready for
them to be judged. He/she has the authority to ask an exhibitor to
remove his or her horse for the safety of other horses or spectators;
SHWI31.10 have the authority to remove unsportsmanlike exhib-
itors from the arena;
SHWI3L.11 be familiar with the procedure of sifting, when the
classes are large and the judge requests that he/she line them up
for the first sift, the second sift, and so on, until the judge has his/
her class ready; and
SHWI31.12 where applicable, lineup the class placings the same
in every class-1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7 8,9, 10, Il.
SHWI132. VETERINARIAN. At show management’s option, any
Licensed Veterinarian may serve as a show veterinarian. If there is
more than one veterinarian, one should be delegated as being in
charge. Health requirements should be outlined in catalogs and on
entry blanks and enforced by the show manager and veterinarian.
SHWI33. AQHA STEWARDS. Designation as an AQHA Stew-
ard is a privilege, not a right, bestowed by the Executive Committee
according to procedures formulated by it, to individuals whose equine
expertise and personal character merit the honor. An individual’s con-
duct as an AQHA Steward must be exemplary and is subject to con-
tinual Executive Committee review, with an automatic review after
three years of becoming an AQHA Steward. Designation as an AQHA
Steward is revocable by the Executive Committee at any time with or
without cause and with or without notice and formal hearing.
SHWI134: AQHA Steward’s responsibilities include:
SHWI134.1 monitoring show grounds for inhumane treatment of
horses and unsportsmanlike conduct;
SHWI134.2 answering exhibitors’ questions about rules;
SHWI134.3 assisting show officials with proper set up of practice
jumps and courses;
SHWI134.4 investigating complaints of class filling;
SHWI134.5 evaluating potentially unsafe conditions related to the
show, e.g. poor footing in the warm-up area, and bring to attention
of show management to correct;
SHWI134.6 issuing warning or removal cards from show ground
as warranted according to AQHA rules and/or guidelines;
SHWI134.7 timely filing an AQHA Steward’s report and evaluation
with AQHA; and
SHWI134.8 adhering to the AQHA Stewards Code of Ethics.
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SHW200. EFFECTIVE DATE AND REPEAL. These rules
and regulations become effective January |, 2020. Rules as
printed in the AQHA Official Handbook shall be used at all
AQHA-approved shows, the AQHA World Championship Show,
the AQHA Select World Championship Show, AQHYA World
Championship Show, AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse World
Championship Show, Level | Championship Shows, and Region-
al Championship Shows.
SHW20I1. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
SHW20I1.1 Additional rules and regulations pertaining to
AQHA’s World Championships Shows can be found in the appro-
priate World Show Handbook and at agha.com.
SHW201.2 For any payment required, such is due at the time
of processing and payable in U.S. funds only. Mailing address:
P.0. Box 200, Amarillo, Texas 79168. Overnight delivery
address: 1600 Quarter Horse Drive, Amarillo, Texas 79104. 806-
376-48lI.
SHW201.3 Through the payment of a membership fee to
AQHA, an individual acknowledges that membership in AQHA is
voluntary and agrees to be bound by all terms and conditions
provided in this official handbook.
SHW201.4 A required form must be properly completed in its
entirety and signatures provided as